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SFCOND SUNDAY INL FNT

Introduction

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter
Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the
font we are given a new birth as daughters and sons of God. As God made a covenant with
Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we
are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world.

Windy People

What does it mean to be born of the Spirit? Jesus tells Nicodemus those who are born of
the Spirit are like the wind: you can hear it but cannot tell where it comes from or where it is
going. What does it mean to be people of the wind? Are we to be heard, but unpredictable in
our actions? Maybe.

Nicodemus is curious, working hard to reason out who Jesus is and what Jesus is saying.
The trouble is that the eternal life Jesus is bringing into the world is not logical. Rebirth in the
Spirit does not fit our framework of experience. The resurrection that follows the cross is not
a scientific principle but a new work of God, received by faith rather than reason. The work of
God is unpredictable.

Generally, we as people prefer predictability and order to uncertainty and chaos. There are
reasons for this: people can be unpredictable in ways that bring pain and trauma into our lives.
But there is a difference between this sort of volatility and the unpredictable ways God’s grace
lands in the world. God’s grace always brings new life.

To be good stewards of our resources, congregations should have orderly financial processes,
clear policies, and well-thought-out mission and ministry. At the same time, we can plan the
Spirit right out of our work if we are more dedicated to order than we are to discernment. The
Spirit blows as she will. Is there room in our worship for some improvisation when the Spirit
shows up in a new way? Is there flexibility in our ministry to pivot to a new opportunity as the
Spirit blows by?

Born of the Spirit, may we windy people be surprised by God’s grace and be blessed to carry
that gift to a world that is not expecting it.

** Indicates to stand as you are able.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
**  GATHERING SONG Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

(Refrain - All)

Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Something’s gonna happen
Like the world has never known
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.
A door’s gonna swing open,
And the walls come a-tumbling down
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.

(Refrain - All)

Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)
He’s gonna take over,
He’s gonna take control
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.
He’s gonna move the mountain.
He’s gonna make the waters roll
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.

(Refrain - All)

Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.
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(Verse 3 - Music Ministers)
You’re gonna know it
When the Lord stretches out his hand
And the people of the Lord get down to pray.
There’s gonna be a brand new song
Of victory in this land
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.

(Refrain - All)

Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In remembrance of their baptism, all may make the sign of the cross.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the parent who rouses us from slumber, the shepherd
who gathers us on the holy mountain, the deliverer who sets us free. Amen.

Let us come before the living God in confession.
Silence is kept for reflection.

As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, we open our hearts to you, O God.
Search us and know us. Reveal all that we keep inside. To you, O God, we confess our
sins, known and unknown. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us in your ways of justice and
peace. Make us reflections of the radiant love of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the righteous judge who has mercy
on all. Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, where sin is washed away in the river of
life. Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one who nurtures all creation. Go forth boldly in
the assurance that your sins are forgiven in the name of the one who is coming and is already
here, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as
your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up
your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Genesis 12:1-4a
God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the
earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied by prom-
ises of land, nation, and a great reputation.

A reading from Genesis.

The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house
to the land that | will show you. | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you, and
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. | will bless those who bless you,
and the one who curses you | will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.” So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not
involve earning a reward from God but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear
and model for both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life
to the dead.

A reading from Romans.

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For
if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.
For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something
due. But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reck-
oned as righteousness. For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it
is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For
the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For this reason it
depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many
nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and
calls into existence the things that do not exist.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING John 3:1-17

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus
speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus
by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from
God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus
answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being
born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown
old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered,
“Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water
and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not
be astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where
it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can
these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things? “Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to
what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If | have told you about earthly
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? No
one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of
Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may
have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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YOUTH MESSAGE
MESSAGE Pastor Jamie Vannoy
**  HYMN OF THE DAY Holy Spirit

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
There’s nothing worth more that will ever come close.
Nothing can compare; you’re our living hope:
Your Presence.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)
I've tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves,
Where my heart becomes free and my shame is undone
In Your Presence, Lord.

(Refrain - All / Music Ministers)

Holy Spirit, you are welcome here.
Come, flood this place, and fill the atmosphere.
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for,
To be overcome by Your Presence, Lord,
Your Presence, Lord.

(Verse 3 - Music Ministers)
There’s nothing worth more that will ever come close.
Nothing can compare; you’re our living hope:
Your Presence.

(Verse 4 - Music Ministers)
I've tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves,
Where my heart becomes free and my shame is undone
In Your Presence, Lord.

(Refrain - All)

Holy Spirit, you are welcome here.
Come, flood this place, and fill the atmosphere.
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for,
To be overcome by Your Presence, Lord.

Holy Spirit, you are welcome here.
Come, flood this place, and fill the atmosphere.
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for,
To be overcome by Your Presence, Lord,
Your Presence, Lord.



(Music Ministers)
Your Presence, Lord;
Your Presence, O God;
How we love Your Presence, Lord.

(Bridge - Music Ministers / All)
Let us become more aware of Your Presence
Let us experience the glory of your goodness.
Let us become more aware of Your Presence
Let us experience the glory of your goodness.

Let us become more aware of Your Presence

Let us experience the glory of your goodness.

Let us become more aware of Your Presence
Let us experience the glory of your goodness, Lord.

(Refrain - Music Ministers)

Holy Spirit, you are welcome here.
Come, flood this place, and fill the atmosphere.
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for,
To be overcome by Your Presence, Lord

*»*  APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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**  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Each intercession concludes: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew
your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

**  DIALOGUE
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the way.

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love and light. In
every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity. The cry of the poor
has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. In the fullness
of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to break bread with
the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes.

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church
say, Amen. Amen.

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup with
courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. Come, Spirit of freedom! And
let the church say, Amen. Amen.

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, rejoicing in the
hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty
Father, now and forever. Amen.
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** LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

** INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.

**  LAMB OF GOD
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**  COMMUNION HYMN Just as | Am without One Plea (ELW 592)
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HOLY COMMUNION - Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence.
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.

**  TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen your and keep you always in his grace.
Amen.

** PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our
hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors
and touch the world with your love. Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
**  BLESSING

God, the giver of love, Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless
you in this Lenten journey. Amen.

**  SENDING HYMN Lift High the Cross (ELW 660)
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Refrain
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*  DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Created, saved and gifted by God, we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two
Make a commitment to not only worship each week
but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation
and seek out a way to serve our community.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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Upcoming Commemorations

Perpetua and Felicity and companions, martyrs at Carthage, died 202
Tuesday, March 7, 2023
Vibia Perpetua, a noblewoman, and Felicity, an enslaved woman, were catechumens at Carthage,
northern Africa. They, with four other catechumens, had defied the Roman emperor who had forbid-
den conversions to Christianity, and were put to death in the amphitheater.

Harriet Tubman, died 1913; Sojourner Truth, died 1883; renewers of society
Friday, March 10, 2023
Harriet Tubman, born into slavery, helped about 300 others to escape slavery until the institution
was abolished. Sojourner Truth, whose birth name was Isabella, was freed after slavery was abol-
ished, and discerned a call to be a preacher. Taking the name Sojourner Truth, she set out on an
evangelistic journey, where people found her testimony to be deeply moving.
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NOTES:
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