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Created, saved and gifted by God,
we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ.

Seventh Sunday of Easter

Baptism Sunday

May 21, 2023 - 10:30 AM

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
901 East Stroop Road

Kettering, OH 45429-4688
(937) 298-0136
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Seventh Sunday of Easter

Introduction 
In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the upper 
room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus 
prays for his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and economic 
divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth 
to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends for the whole human family.

God Doesn’t Do Magic
It happens in the movies all the time: just as we are made to believe that all hope is lost and 
evil will triumph, suddenly the hero discovers a mystical phrase that will give him supernatural 
strength to defeat the enemy. Or the heroine finds a charmed sword that gives her the power 
to do the same. Believing in movie magic can be a welcome respite from the grind of everyday 
life. Knowing an enchanted word that keeps us impervious to harm sounds incredible—who 
wouldn’t want that? Those moments may work in the movies, but they don’t happen in real life.
Don’t confuse Jesus’ words in today’s gospel with a magic spell or incantation. As Jesus prays 
for his disciples, he knows the suffering they will soon endure because they have come to 
believe in him. There is no way to avert what they will undergo; each one of his disciples is 
headed toward a certain and painful death, just as Jesus is. Jesus knows these things cannot 
be prevented, but that isn’t the point of his prayer.
Being in the world means bad things will happen to us. Crosses aren’t special charms that keep 
evil away, and wearing one won’t keep you from harm. Tragedies take place, people get sick, 
bullies victimize, the innocent get blamed. There are no magic words to prevent hardships or 
disasters. When Jesus prays for the Father to protect those who belong to him, he isn’t asking 
God to keep those bad things from happening. The name of God was never intended to cre-
ate force fields around us keeping bad things out. God and the one who comes in God’s name 
make us one together with them. In this unity, life always triumphs in the end.

** Indicates to stand as you are able.
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gathering
PRELUDE	

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  				              Pr. Jamie Vannoy

**   GATHERING HYMN                                                  Crown Him with Many Crowns (ELW 855)
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**   GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you.

**   KYRIE		  Assistant Minister



5          

**   CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain

Verse 1
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Verse 2

**   PRAYER OF THE DAY	 Assistant Minister
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. 
Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be 
drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING		  Acts 1:6-14
Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit on 
Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his 
ascension, in which he promises that they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit.

A reading from the book of Acts.

When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or pe-
riods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing 
up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  Then 
they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sab-
bath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 
where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son 
of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain 
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING	 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, we are 
to resist the designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others because we trust 
God’s grace will strengthen and guide us.

A reading from the book of Peter.

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, 
as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are shar-
ing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is 
revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of 
glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.  Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, 
because he cares for you.  Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adver-
sary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your 
faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same 
kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who 
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has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 
establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

**    GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

**    GOSPEL	 John 17:1-11
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those who 
continue his work in this world will live in unity. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and said, 
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you 
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 
So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence 
before the world existed.  “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from 
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now 
they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to 
me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from 
you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking 
on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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YOUTH MESSAGE  							            

MESSAGE		  Pr. Jamie Vannoy

HYMN OF THE DAY 	      						      The Same Love     

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
You choose the humble and raise them high;
You choose the weak and make them strong;

You heal our brokenness inside and give us life.

(Refrain - All)
The same love that set the captives free,
The same love that opened eyes to see

Is calling us by name; you are calling us all by name.

The same God that spread the heavens wide,
The same God that was crucified

Is calling us all by name; you are calling us all by name.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)
You take the faithless one aside

And speak the words, “You are mine”;
You call the cynic and the proud, “Come to me now.”

(Refrain - All)
The same love that set the captives free,
The same love that opened eyes to see

Is calling us by name; you are calling us all by name.

The same God that spread the heavens wide,
The same God that was crucified

Is calling us all by name; you are calling us all by name.
Oh...

(Music Ministers/All)
You’re calling, you’re calling, you’re calling us to the cross.
You’re calling, you’re calling, you’re calling us to the cross.

You’re calling, you’re calling, you’re calling us to the cross.
You’re calling, you’re calling, you’re calling us to the cross.

The same love that set the captives free,
The same love that opened eyes to see

Is calling us by name; you are calling us all by name.

The same God that spread the heavens wide,
The same God that was crucified

Is calling us all by name; you are calling us all by name.
Oh...
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Holy Baptism
PRESENTATION
In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death 
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water 
and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body 
of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedi-
ence to the will of God.

Laura & Robert, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to
have Adelaide Margot Bettinger baptized into Christ? 
We do.

As you bring Adelaide to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God’s faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that she may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help Adelaide in the Christian faith and life?
We do.

Susan & Michael, do you promise to nurture Adelaide in the Christian faith as you are empow-
ered by God’s Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with 
the church?
We do.

People of God, do you promise to support Adelaide and pray for her in her new life in Christ?
We do.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of 
the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel 
from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free from the power of 
sin and death and raise us up to live in you.
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Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the wa-
ters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

BAPTISM
Adelaide Margot Bettinger, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and
sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. Sustain Adelaide with the 
gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and 
forever. Amen.

Adelaide, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of
Christ forever. Amen.

WELCOME
Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life. Let your 
light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving
thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the 
world.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE

**    PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION	 Assistant Minister
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need.

A brief silence is kept.

After each petition:
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 
and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen.

OFFERTORY							                      
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Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

**    GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God.

**    WORDS OF INSTITUTION
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we come 
together around the table we discover that our differences are not something we just tolerate, 
but that our differences are indeed a blessing. So come, children of God, just as you are. 
Wherever you are in your journey of faith, you are invited and welcomed here - here in this 
place, here in this community, here at this table. Come, children of God, come and remember. 

Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell: Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a 
multitude; stories of gathering both enemy and friend together around a common table; stories 
of unlikely guests revealing the face of the sacred.

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; gave it to 
his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine. Bless all of us in our 
eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize the risen Christ 
in our midst, indeed in one another.

**    LORD’S PRAYER (personal option - holding hands)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.
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LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN				     		   Day by Day (ELW 790)
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HOLY COMMUNION - Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence.
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Each person may respond: Amen.

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior and 
Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to receive the 
elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, then you may do that also.

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a gluten 
allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving Communion. Also, 
if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is available upon request.

REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center our-
selves on Christ, and the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we have been given. As 
we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we 
take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our hearts, and then to work in us and through us 
in the coming days.

**    TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and always keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen.

**    PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION		  Assistant Minister
Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 
grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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Sending
**    BLESSING

The God of all, who raised Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to 
live in the new creation. Amen.

**    SENDING HYMN                                                 	They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love                         

(Verse 1)
We are one in the Spirit,
We are one in the Lord.
We are one in the Spirit,
We are one in the Lord,

And we pray that all unity
May one day be restored,

And they’ll know we are Christians
By our love, by our love.

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians
By our love.

(Verse 2)
We will walk with each other,
We will walk hand in hand.

We will walk with each other,
We will walk hand in hand,

And together, we’ll spread the news
That God is in our land,

And they’ll know we are Christians
By our love, by our love.

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians
By our love.

(Verse 3)
We will work with each other,

We will work side by side.
We will work with each other,

We will work side by side,
And we’ll guard human dignity,

And save human pride.
And they’ll know we are Christians

By our love, by our love.
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians

By our love.
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(Verse 4)
All praise to the Father,

From whom all things come,
And all praise to Christ Jesus,

His only Son,
And all praise to the Spirit

Who makes us one,
And they’ll know we are Christians

By our love, by our love.
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians

By our love.

**    DISMISSAL	 Assistant Minister
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
Created, Saved & Gifted by God, we Seek, Serve & Share Jesus Christ. 
Hallelujah, Thanks Be To God.

POSTLUDE	

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two
Make a commitment to not only worship each week

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation
and seek out a way to serve our community.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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Upcoming Commemorations

Helena, mother of Constantine, died around 330
Sunday, May 21, 2023

Influenced by her son to become Christian, Helena (or Helen) lived an exemplary life of faith. She 
is also remembered for traveling through Palestine building churches on the sites she believed to 
be associated with Christ’s life.

Nicolaus Copernicus, died 1543; Leonhard Euler, died 1783; scientists
Wednesday, May 24, 2023

These two men were both scientists who helped to explain the wonders of God’s universe. Coper-
nicus is best known for promoting the idea that the sun, not the earth, is at the center of our solar 
system. Euler was one of the founders of pure mathematics, and contributed to many other fields.

John Calvin, renewer of the church, died 1564
Saturday, May 27, 2023

Gifted both as a systematic theologian and as an interpreter of scriptures, Calvin embraced the 
Reformation, and as a preacher in Geneva, Switzerland, brought a theocratic government to it. He 
is regarded as the father of the Reformed churches.

.



19          

NOTES:
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