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Fifth Sunday of Easter

Introduction 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that 
he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions 
us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to 
proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness 
to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

Are You New Here?
“You know the way to the place where I am going,” Jesus tells his followers (John 14:4), but 
they aren’t so sure. So he goes on, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6), but 
they’re still confused. Finally, he asks, “Have I been with you all this time . . . and you still do not 
know me?” (John 14:9). It’s as if he’s asking them, “Are you new here?”
They’ve had him all this time. They’ve watched him and listened to him and learned from him. 
But, suddenly faced with the idea that he won’t always be there in quite the same way, it’s as 
if they remember nothing.
Yet, Jesus isn’t one of those teachers who says, “Do as I say, not as I do.” He lived his very life 
here on earth as a model for us, even now. Our road map to the place where he is going is to 
understand his words and actions, not only as his way, truth, and life, but as our own as well.
It’s as complicated as that, but it’s also that simple. “Do not let your hearts be troubled” (John 
14:1), Jesus tells them. Indeed, road maps are meant to reassure us, by giving us direction and 
setting us on the right course.
He didn’t say it would be easy. He also didn’t tell this to any of them alone, and his words are 
intended for us to hear in community today as well. Living out our understandings of Jesus as 
the way, truth, and life is a collective act, not an individual one. We do this every time we gather 
in community, whether that’s a congregation, a parent-teacher organization, an extended fam-
ily, or a neighborhood Buy Nothing group.
“You know the way to the place where I am going,” Jesus tells us. We might feel new here, but 
it turns out we’ve had the road map all along.

** Indicates to stand as you are able.
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gathering
PRELUDE	

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  				              Pr. Jamie Vannoy

**   THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM	                 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation.  Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let 
us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters, and by your 
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.  Through the sea you led 
your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of 
new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, 
grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever.  Amen.
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**   GATHERING HYMN                                                      Now the Green Blade Rises (ELW 379)

**   GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you.
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**   KYRIE		  Assistant Minister
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**   CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain

Verse 1
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Verse 2

**   PRAYER OF THE DAY	 Assistant Minister
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to 
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING		  Acts 7:55-60
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles 
could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. 
For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.

A reading from the book of Acts.

Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Je-
sus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud 
shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to 
stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While 
they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down 
and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said 
this, he died.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING	 1 Peter 2:2-10
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s 
chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience 
through Jesus Christ.

A reading from the book of Peter.

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salva-
tion—if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.  Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let your-
selves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion 
a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put 
to shame.” To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The 
stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and  “A stone that 
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they dis-
obey the word, as they were destined to do.   But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but now 
you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  .
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**    GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

**    GOSPEL	 John 14:1-14
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one 
through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 
also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And 
you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not 
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, 
you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip 
said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I 
been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; 
but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very 
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will 
do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask 
in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for 
anything, I will do it.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ..
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YOUTH MESSAGE  							            

MESSAGE		  Pr. Jamie Vannoy

HYMN OF THE DAY 	      						           Cornerstone

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers / All)
My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,

But wholly trust in Jesus’ name.

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.

I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly trust in Jesus’ name.

(Refrain - All)
Christ alone. Cornerstone.

Weak made strong in the Savior’s love.
Through the storm, he is Lord, Lord of all.

(Verse 2 - All)
When darkness seems to hide his face,

I rest on his unchanging grace.
In every high and stormy gale,

My anchor holds within the veil.
(Refrain - All)

Christ
 alone. Cornerstone.

Weak made strong in the Savior’s love.
Through the storm, he is Lord, Lord of all.

He is Lord, Lord of all.
Christ alone. Cornerstone.

Weak made strong in the Savior’s love.
Through the storm, he is Lord, Lord of all.

(Verse 3 - All)
When he shall come with trumpet sound,

Oh may I then in him be found,
Dressed in his righteousness alone,
Faultless stand before the throne.
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**    APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

**    PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION	 Assistant Minister
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need.

A brief silence is kept.

After each petition:
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 
and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen.

OFFERTORY							                      
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Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

**    GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God.

**    WORDS OF INSTITUTION
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we come 
together around the table we discover that our differences are not something we just tolerate, 
but that our differences are indeed a blessing. So come, children of God, just as you are. 
Wherever you are in your journey of faith, you are invited and welcomed here - here in this 
place, here in this community, here at this table. Come, children of God, come and remember. 

Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell: Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a 
multitude; stories of gathering both enemy and friend together around a common table; stories 
of unlikely guests revealing the face of the sacred.

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; gave it to 
his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine. Bless all of us in our 
eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize the risen Christ 
in our midst, indeed in one another.

**    LORD’S PRAYER (personal option - holding hands)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.
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LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN				         I Received the Living God (ELW 477)
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HOLY COMMUNION - Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence.
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Each person may respond: Amen.

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior and 
Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to receive the 
elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, then you may do that also.

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a gluten 
allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving Communion. Also, 
if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is available upon request.

REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center our-
selves on Christ, and the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we have been given. As 
we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we 
take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our hearts, and then to work in us and through us 
in the coming days.

**    TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and always keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen.

**    PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION		  Assistant Minister
Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of 
grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the 
world in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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Sending
**    BLESSING

The God of all, who raised Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to 
live in the new creation. Amen.

**    SENDING HYMN                                                          	                          This Is Amazing Grace                                  

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness,

Whose love is mighty and so much stronger?
The King of Glory, the King above all kings.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)
Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder,
Who leaves us breathless in awe and wonder?

The King of Glory, the King above all kings.

(Refrain - All)
This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love,

That you would take my place,
That you would bear my cross,

You laid down your life
That I would be set free.

O Jesus, I sing for all that you’ve done for me,
All that you’ve done for me.

(Verse 3 - All)
Who brings our chaos back into order,

Who makes the orphan a son and daughter?
The King of Glory, the King above all kings.

(Verse 4 - All)
Who rules the nations with truth and justice,

Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance?
The King of Glory, the King above all kings.

(Refrain - All)
This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love,

That you would take my place,
That you would bear my cross,

You laid down your life
That I would be set free.

O Jesus, I sing for all that you’ve done for me.
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(Music Ministers)
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain!

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave!
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain!

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave!
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain!

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave!
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain:

Worthy, worthy, worthy! Oh!

(Refrain - All)
This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love,

That you would take my place,
That you would bear my cross,

You laid down your life
That I would be set free.

O Jesus, I sing for all that you’ve done for me,
O Jesus, I sing for all that you’ve done for me.

**    DISMISSAL	 Assistant Minister
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
Created, Saved & Gifted by God, we Seek, Serve & Share Jesus Christ. 
Hallelujah, Thanks Be To God.

POSTLUDE	

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two
Make a commitment to not only worship each week

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation
and seek out a way to serve our community.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD



18          

Upcoming Commemorations

Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church, died around 1416
Monday, May 8, 2023

When she was about thirty years old, Julian (or Juliana) reported visions that she later compiled 
into a book, Sixteen Revelations of Divine Love, now a classic of medieval mysticism. The visions 
declared that love was the meaning of religious experience, provided by Christ who is love, for the 
purpose of love.

Victor the Moor, martyr, died 303 (TFF)
Monday, May 8, 2023

Also known as Victor Maurus, this native of the northwest African nation of Mauritania was a sol-
dier in the Roman Praetorian Guard. Under the persecution of Maximian, Victor died for his faith 
at Milan.

Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, hymnwriter, died 1760
Tuesday, May 9, 2023

When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on Zinzendorf’s land. He agreed, 
and eventually worldwide Moravian missions emanated from this community. Zinzendorf participat-
ed in these missions, and is also remembered for writing hymns characteristic of his Pietistic faith.

.
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NOTES:
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