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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER FENTECOST

Introduction

The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the power
of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold
water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on our baptismal mis-
sion: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome.

A Welcome Promise

Earlier in the chapter from which today’s gospel comes, Jesus gave his first twelve disciples
instructions and advice before he sent them out to minister, teach, and preach (Matthew 10:1-
8). We too are called to proclaim good news wherever we go, and like those first twelve, we
may wonder why anyone should be interested in what we have to offer. We’re not sure that we
are good enough with words to persuade anyone. We’re not sure that we are good enough with
tools to be helpful with practical tasks. We're not sure that we have the financial resources to
change lives with charitable giving. Often, we're not sure that we are brave enough to even try.

It's a good thing Jesus never sends us out alone. He always comes with us! That's why he can
say that anyone who welcomes us welcomes him. What a wonderful gift to be able to bring to
the people we meet: the opportunity to meet Jesus himself!

Sometimes Jesus sends us to faraway places. Sometimes he sends us deeper into our own
communities. Sometimes he sends us to welcome others, and sometimes he sends us to be
welcomed by others.

In all of those times, and in all of those places, Jesus has this reminder for us: “Whoever wel-
comes you welcomes me” (Matt. 10:40). We can depend on that because we can depend on
him. Jesus is with us when we experience amazing hospitality and when we feel like we are all
alone. Jesus is with us whether we are brave or timid. Jesus is there for the people we meet
along the way, and Jesus is here for us. The promise is as certain as the waters of baptism, as
real as the taste of bread and wine.

** Indicates to stand as you are able.
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This Is My Song (ELW 887)
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Jamie Vannoy
TEMPLE TALK

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness
endures from generation to generation. Amen.

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your
presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We
fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own
benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We
sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through
Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us
live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen.



*%

*%

GATHERING HYMN

Blessed Be the God of Israel (ELW 250)
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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* KYRIE Assistant Minister
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** CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY Assistant Minister

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape
the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 28:5-9
Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations should
submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the word of Jeremiah, who in reply
insisted that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be believed until it came true. God confirmed
the word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17).

A reading from the book of Jeremiah.

The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all
the people who were standing in the house of the LORD; and the prophet Jeremiah said,
“Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words that you have prophesied,
and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all
the exiles. But listen now to this word that | speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all
the people. The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war,
famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. As for the prophet who
prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the
LORD has truly sent the prophet.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
Your love, O LORD, forever will | sing. (Ps. 89:1)

Your love, O LORD, forever | will | sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
For | am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.
“I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
| have sworn an oath to David my servant:
‘I will establish your line forever,
and preserve your throne for all generations.’”
Happy are the people who know the festal shout!
They walk, O LORD, in the light of your presence.
They rejoice daily in your name;
they are jubilant in your righteousness.
For you are the glory of their strength,
and by your favor our might is exalted.
Truly, our shield belongs to the LORD;
our king to the Holy One of Israel



**  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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**  GOSPEL Matthew 10:40-42
Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final
payoff is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under
God'’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes
me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet
will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of
a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup
of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly | tell you, none of
these will lose their reward.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
YOUTH MESSAGE
MESSAGE Pr. Jamie Vannoy
HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, | Need You
(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Lord, | come, | confess.
Bowing here, | find my rest.

And without you, | fall apart.
You're the one that guides my heart.
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(Refrain - All)
Lord, | need you, oh, | need you.
Every hour | need you.
My one defense, my righteousness;
O God, how | need you.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)
Where sin runs deep, your grace is more.
Where grace is found is where you are.
And where you are, Lord, | am free.
Holiness is Christ in me.

Where you are, Lord, | am free.
Holiness is Christ in me.

(Refrain - All)
Lord, | need you, oh, | need you.
Every hour | need you.
My one defense, my righteousness;
O God, how | need you.

(Music Ministers)

Teach my song to rise to you
When temptation comes my way.
And when | cannot stand, I'll fall on you.
Jesus, you're my hope and stay.
And when | cannot stand, I'll fall on you.
Jesus, you're my hope and stay.

(Refrain - All/ Music Ministers)
Lord, | need you, oh, | need you.
Every hour | need you.

My one defense, my righteousness;
O God, how | need you.

Lord, | need you, oh, | need you.
Every hour | need you.
My one defense, my righteousness;
O God, how | need you.

My one defense, my righteousness;
O God, how | need you.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Assistant Minister
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.

A brief silence is kept.

After each petition:
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

OFFERTORY
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God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

DIALOGUE
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It s rlgllt to give our thanks and  praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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**  THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

** LORD’S PRAYER (personal option - holding hands)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.

HOLY COMMUNION - Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence.
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior and
Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to receive the
elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, then you may do that also

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a gluten
allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving Communion. Also,
if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is available upon request.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN

As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522)
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**  TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and always keep you in God'’s

grace. Amen.

**  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Assistant Minister
We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table.
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest
treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

**  BLESSING
The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed bless, keep, and sus-

tain you now and to the end of the age. Amen.

**  SENDING HYMN How Great Is Our God with How Great Thou Art

(Verse 1 - All)
The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty;
Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice.
He wraps himself in light, and darkness tries to hide,
And trembles at his voice, and trembles at his voice.

(Refrain - All)
How great is our God! Sing with me: How great is our God!
And all will see how great, how great is our God!

(Verse 2 - All)

And age to age he stands, and time is in his hands;
Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End.
The Godhead, three in one: Father, Spirit, Son,
The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb.

(Refrain - All)

How great is our God! Sing with me: How great is our God!
And all will see how great, how great is our God!
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(How Great Thou Art, Verse 1 - All)

O Lord, my God, when | in awesome wonder
Consider all the works thy hands hath made,
| see the stars, | hear the mighty thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed;
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
How great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
How great thou art! How great thou art!

(How Great Thou Art, Verse 2 - All)

But when | think that God, his Son not sparing,
Sent him to die, | scarce can take it in,
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing
He bled and died to take away my sin;
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
How great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
How great thou art! How great thou art!

(Music Ministers/All)

Name above all names, worthy of all praise.
My heart will sing: How great is our God!
Name above all names, worthy of all praise.
My heart will sing: How great is our God!

(Refrain - All)
How great is our God! Sing with me: How great is our God!
And all will see how great, how great is our God!
How great is our God! Sing with me: How great is our God!
And all will see how great, how great is our God!

*  DISMISSAL Assistant Minister

Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Created, saved and gifted by God, we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ.

Hallelujah, thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two
Make a commitment to not only worship each week
but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation
and seek out a way to serve our community.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD

Upcoming Commemorations

Thomas, Apostle
Monday, July 3, 2023
Though frequently remembered as “doubting Thomas,” this apostle also demonstrated a willing-
ness to suffer and die with Jesus (John 11:16), and finally claimed the risen Christ as “my Lord and
my God!” By tradition, he later worked as a missionary in India. Long commemorated on December
21, Thomas’s celebration is moved to July 3 in agreement with ecumenical calendars.

Jan Hus, martyr, died 1415
Thursday, July 6, 2023
Hus was a Bohemian (present-day Czech Republic) priest who spoke against abuses in the church,
and was seen by Martin Luther as his predecessor in the reforming movement. He was found guilty
of heresy by a council of the church, and burned at the stake.
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