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sixteenth sunday after  PenteCost

Introduction
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand be-
fore the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we 
forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of 
forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be 
signs of reconciliation in the world.

God’s Immeasurable Mercy
Forgive seventy-seven times? Jesus’ instruction seems, at best, all but impossible and, at 
worst, dangerous. Sometimes the Bible has been used to excuse abuse in the name of mercy, 
but Jesus doesn’t mean to condone suffering for its own sake or to commit us to endlessly 
enduring hurt and harm. Instead, Jesus wants to orient Peter and us to the all-encompassing 
nature of forgiveness. Seven days make the week complete and whole. Grace also extends to 
us the promise of wholeness, and yet forgiveness that comes from the heart is immeasurable.
Forgive seventy-seven times. The number suggests that forgiveness isn’t to be doled out or 
strictly accounted for, but rather is endless. Forgiveness is not a singular event as much as it 
is a process. We are amazed and rightly inspired when some Christians are able to so quickly 
forgive others even the most horrendous crimes, like the Amish community after the West 
Nickel Mines School shooting in 2006, or some families of the Emanuel Nine in 2015. But 
today’s gospel does not preclude the rest of us. Probably for most of us, forgiveness is much 
more the destination we are journeying toward than the place at which we’ve already arrived. 
Jesus’ encouragement to Peter can encourage us as well.
Every day God calls us back to the everlasting promises made in baptism. Our participation 
in the church’s worship life assures us that forgiveness is not something we endeavor to do 
alone, but rather is a lifelong journey in which we can turn to one another for support. Every 
Sunday at Jesus’ table, we are freely given the bread of mercy and cup of forgiveness. God’s 
grace sets all of us free to extend that same mercy to others. God’s forgiveness erases every 
debt.

** Indicates to stand as you are able.
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gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     Pr. Jamie Vannoy

**    CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS           
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

**    GATHERING SONG                            Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (ELW 836)
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**    GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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**    KYRIE                  Assistant Minister
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**    CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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**    PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace 
our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing 
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
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word
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,

Jesus interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

FIRST READING                                                                                      Genesis 50:15-21
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done 
against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to 
do good and save many lives.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a 
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they ap-
proached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: 
I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now 
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept 
when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We 
are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of 
God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to 
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for 
you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM                      Psalm 103: “The Lord Is Kind and Merciful”
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Verse 1
Bless the Lord, O my soul; all my being bless God’s name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul; forget not all God’s blessings.

Verse 2
The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, full of kindness.
God is good to all creation, full of compassion.

Vers 3 
The goodness of God is from age to age,
Blessing those who choose to love.
And justice toward God’s children; on all who keep the covenant.

SECOND READING:                  Romans 14:1-12
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us under-
stand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one anoth-
er. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must 
not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those 
who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of an-
other? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord 
is able to make them stand.  Some judge one day to be better than another, while others 
judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe 
the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since 
they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give 
thanks to God.  We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we 
live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we 
die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord 
of both the dead and the living.  Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or 
you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment 
seat of God. For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and 
every tongue shall give praise to God.”  So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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**    GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

**    GOSPEL READING                                                                          Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests 
human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.    

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, 
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, 
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be com-
pared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckon-
ing, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, 
his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, 
and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave re-
leased him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one 
of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, 
‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until 
he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on 
you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire 
debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ..
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YOUTH MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pr. Jamie Vannoy

HYMN OF THE DAY                                    Our Father, We Have Wandered (ELW 606)  
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**    APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

**    PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and the 
needs of our neighbors.

A brief silence.

Each intercession concludes: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, 
trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ.   Amen.

OFFERTORY              
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meaL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

**    DIALOGUE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted 
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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**    WORDS OF INSTITUTION                        
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
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With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh 
in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy 
Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 
High, one God, now and forever.

**    LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
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**   LAMB OF GOD



17          

**    COMMUNION HYMN                                                                              The Same Love

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
You choose the humble and raise them high;
You choose the weak and make them strong;

You heal our brokenness inside and give us life.

(Refrain - All)
The same love that set the captives free,
The same love that opened eyes to see

Is calling us by name; you are calling us all by name.

The same God that spread the heavens wide,
The same God that was crucified

Is calling us all by name; you are calling us all by name.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)
You take the faithless one aside

And speak the words, “You are mine”;
You call the cynic and the proud, “Come to me now.”

(Refrain - All)
The same love that set the captives free,
The same love that opened eyes to see

Is calling us by name; you are calling us all by name.

The same God that spread the heavens wide,
The same God that was crucified

Is calling us all by name; you are calling us all by name.
Oh...

(Music Ministers/All)
You’re calling, you’re calling, you’re calling us to the cross.
You’re calling, you’re calling, you’re calling us to the cross.

You’re calling, you’re calling, you’re calling us to the cross.
You’re calling, you’re calling, you’re calling us to the cross.

The same love that set the captives free,
The same love that opened eyes to see

Is calling us by name; you are calling us all by name.

The same God that spread the heavens wide,
The same God that was crucified

Is calling us all by name; you are calling us all by name.
Oh…
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**    TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION: The Canticle of Simeon

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy 
and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your 
banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

**    BLESSING   
The God of glory, Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, bless 
you now and forever.   Amen.

   
SENDING SONG                                                                                     Your Grace Is Enough      

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Great is your faithfulness, O God;

You wrestle with the sinner’s restless heart.
You lead us by still waters into mercy,

And nothing can keep us apart.
So remember your people,  
Remember your children,

Remember your promise, O God.

(Refrain - Music Ministers)
Your grace is enough, 
Your grace is enough,

Your grace is enough for me.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers/All)
Great is your love and justice, God;
You use the weak to lead the strong.

You lead us in the song of your salvation,
And all your people sing along.
So remember your people,  
Remember your children,

Remember your promise, O God.

(Refrain - All)
Your grace is enough, 
Your grace is enough,

Your grace is enough for me.

Your grace is enough, 
Your grace is enough,

Your grace is enough for me.

(All) 
Remember your people,

Remember your children,
Remember your promise, O God.
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Your grace is enough, 
Your grace is enough,

Your grace is enough for me.

(All/Music Ministers)
Your grace is enough;

Heaven reaches out to us.
Your grace is enough for me.

Your grace is enough;
I’m covered in your love.

Your grace is enough for me.

**    DISMISSAL
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Created, saved and gifted by God, we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ. 
Hallelujah, thanks be to God!

 “W + 2” = Worship Plus Two

Make a commitment to not only worship each week
but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation

and seek out a way to serve our community.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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