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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

Introduction
In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death 
forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation 
is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and 
hardship we rejoice in the peace of God that surpasses all understanding. With great joy we 
feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others 
hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

Biggest Banquet Ever
If you have ever planned and paid for a wedding banquet, you know you have to limit the 
number of guests you invite. There is only so much table space, and the cost to provide food 
and drink for each guest can be enormous. You have to make choices about whom to include 
and whom to exclude.
The wedding banquet in Jesus’ parable is a metaphor for God’s great gathering of people into 
relationship with God. This banquet does not have the same economic and spatial limits as 
ancient or contemporary weddings. At God’s table there is room for everyone. God is happy to 
pay the bill. Everyone gets to eat and drink. The more, the merrier!
Except, some of those God invites to the table wanted an exclusive event, a limited guest list 
for VIPs only. They wanted to feel special for being included by having others excluded. Jesus’ 
ministry was always about including, not excluding, and some within earshot of him didn’t ac-
cept that. So he told a parable to shake up the listeners’ complacency and superiority. If those 
who are invited reject the invitation, God will keep inviting others to the party.
This challenging story reminds us that our being invited and included comes on God’s gra-
cious terms, not our own. In the parable, the king expects everyone to wear a wedding gar-
ment, to dress appropriately for the occasion. Refusing to wear it meant wanting to attend 
on one’s own terms and disrespecting the host. The shocking imagery of the parable doesn’t 
mean this is how God treats us when we miss the mark. The king is not God. But it does help 
us see that our inclusion is a gift, and one we can only receive as a gift. Our thanks and praise 
are our wedding garment as we join Christ and each other at the table of grace.

** Indicates to stand as you are able.
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     Pr. Jamie Vannoy

**    CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS           
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

As the water is poured remember the promises made to you in your baptism.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

**    GATHERING SONG 	               I Know That My Redeemer Lives (ELW 619, verses 1-4)
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**    GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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**    KYRIE 								                 Assistant Minister
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**    CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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**    PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life 
with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, 
just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE



8          

WORD
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,

Jesus interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

FIRST READING 	                                                                           	                  Isaiah 25:1-9
After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a 
wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a mon-
ster swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed up forever. The prophet urges celebration of 
this victory of salvation.

A reading from the book of Isaiah.

O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done won-
derful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure.  For you have made the city a heap, the 
fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt.  Therefore 
strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. For you have been a 
refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and 
a shade from the heat.  When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, the noise 
of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the song 
of the ruthless was stilled.  On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged 
wines strained clear.  And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all 
peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then 
the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will 
take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken.  It will be said on that day, Lo, this 
is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom 
we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

PSALM		                                                                                Psalm 23
You prepare a table before me, and my cup is running over. (Ps. 23:5)
The LORD is my shepherd;
    I shall not be in want.
The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
    and leads me beside still waters.
You restore my soul, O LORD,
    and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
    for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
    you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
    and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
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SECOND READING 						               Philippians 4:1-9
Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to 
rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us and 
binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not 
seem peaceful. 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Phillippians.

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the 
Lord in this way, my beloved.  I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind 
in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have 
struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my 
co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will 
say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your re-
quests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever 
is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

**    GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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**    GOSPEL READING	                                                                            Matthew 22:1-14 
Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, but 
the invitation is not to be taken lightly.       
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be com-
pared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those 
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent 
other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, 
my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the 
wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his 
business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was 
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he 
said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore 
into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves 
went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the 
wedding hall was filled with guests.  “But when the king came in to see the guests, he no-
ticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how 
did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said 
to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH MESSAGE

MESSAGE	 Pr. Jamie Vannoy

HYMN OF THE DAY 	                                 The King of Love My Shepherd Is (ELW 502)
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**    APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

**    PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all in need.

A brief silence.

Each intercession concludes: God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your unending 
love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.   Amen.

OFFERTORY 						             
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

**    DIALOGUE	 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted 
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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**    WORDS OF INSTITUTION                        
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
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With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh 
in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy 
Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 
High, one God, now and forever.

**    LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
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**   LAMB OF GOD
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**    COMMUNION HYMN                                        	    	                    You Are My All in All  

(Verse 1)
You are my strength when I am weak.

You are the treasure that I seek.
You are my all in all.

Seeking you as a precious jewel,
Lord, to give up I’d be a fool.

You are my all in all.

(Refrain)
Jesus, Lamb of God,
Worthy is your name.
Jesus, Lamb of God,
Worthy is your name.

(Verse 2)
Taking my sin, my cross, my shame,

Rising again, I bless your name.
You are my all in all.

When I fall down, you pick me up.
When I am dry, you fill my cup.

You are my all in all.

(Refrain)
Jesus, Lamb of God,
Worthy is your name.
Jesus, Lamb of God,
Worthy is your name.

**    TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen.
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION: The Canticle of Simeon

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy 
and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your 
banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

**    BLESSING   
The God of glory, Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, bless 
you now and forever.   Amen.

	   
SENDING SONG 	                                                                               This Is Amazing Grace

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness,

Whose love is mighty and so much stronger?
The King of Glory, the King above all kings.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)
Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder,
Who leaves us breathless in awe and wonder?

The King of Glory, the King above all kings.

(Refrain - All)
This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love,

That you would take my place,
That you would bear my cross,

You laid down your life
That I would be set free.

O Jesus, I sing for all that you’ve done for me,
All that you’ve done for me.

(Verse 3 - All)
Who brings our chaos back into order,

Who makes the orphan a son and daughter?
The King of Glory, the King above all kings.

(Verse 4 - All)
Who rules the nations with truth and justice,

Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance?
The King of Glory, the King above all kings.

(Refrain - All)
This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love,

That you would take my place,
That you would bear my cross,

You laid down your life
That I would be set free.

O Jesus, I sing for all that you’ve done for me.
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(Music Ministers)
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain!

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave!
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain!

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave!
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain!

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave!
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain:

Worthy, worthy, worthy! Oh!

(Refrain - All)
This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love,

That you would take my place,
That you would bear my cross,

You laid down your life
That I would be set free.

O Jesus, I sing for all that you’ve done for me,
O Jesus, I sing for all that you’ve done for me.

**    DISMISSAL
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Created, saved and gifted by God, we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ. 
Hallelujah, thanks be to God!

	 “W + 2” = Worship Plus Two

Make a commitment to not only worship each week
but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation

and seek out a way to serve our community.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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