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Reformation Sunday

Introduction
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order 
to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s 
grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in 
the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully 
in worship and mission.

The Truth That is Freeing
Two key words are in today’s gospel reading. These words are simple but profound, and not 
always easy to understand: “truth” and “free.”
Truth is a word that has become questioned, disputed, and suspect. Many news sources and 
social media memes promote a distorted truth to try to confuse or mislead others. How do you 
know which sources to believe? What counts as truth now?
Jesus said that the truth will make you free. Even if we figure out what counts as truth, do we 
understand what it means to be free? We commonly think of freedom as being free from some 
obligation or limit others impose on us. We value individual autonomy and don’t want anyone 
else to tell us what to do. While this kind of freedom is important in the civil realm, it is far from 
the freedom of Jesus.
So how do we put these two seemingly simple but complex words together and understand 
what Jesus means? In John’s gospel, the word “truth” is not abstract; it is the reality of God 
revealed in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. Truth is knowing God through Jesus, and 
therefore knowing God as sacrificial love. This is the truth that sets us free. If we know God as 
revealed in Christ, then we know what true freedom is: freedom to love as God loves.
Martin Luther famously captured this truth when he said, in “The Freedom of a Christian” 
(1520), that Christians are truly free, subject to no one. And at the same time, Christians are 
servants of others called to love and care for them. This is the freedom we need and long 
for: freedom within a community of love. Jesus makes it possible for us by setting us free 
from having to become good enough for God to love us. God’s love is the truth of the cross: 
extravagant, self-giving, and sure. We are truly free to love when we live in the love of God 
offered by Jesus.

** Indicates to stand as you are able.
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE					             Song without Words (“Faith”) Op. 102 No. 6
by Felix Mendelssohn

Mark Shoemaker, piano

WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     Pr. Jamie Vannoy

**    CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS           
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

As the water is poured remember the promises made to you in your baptism.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

**    GATHERING SONG 	                                                          A Mighty Fortress (ELW 504)
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**    GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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**    KYRIE 								                 Assistant Minister
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**    CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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**    PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in 
every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your 
word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the 
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
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WORD
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,

Jesus interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

FIRST READING 	                                                                           	        Jeremiah 31:31-34
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the 
people to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the 
poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD 
will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.

A reading from the book of Jeremiah.

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant 
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 			              Psalm 46
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7)
God is our refuge and strength,
    a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
    and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
though its waters rage and foam,
    and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
    the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
    God shall help it at the break of day.
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
    God speaks, and the earth melts away. 
The LORD of hosts is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
    what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
    who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
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“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
    I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
The LORD of hosts is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

SECOND READING 						                 Romans 3:19-28
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation lead-
ers. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are 
brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. 
This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For 
“no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through 
the law comes the knowledge of sin. But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God 
has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of 
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of 
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, be-
cause in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; it was 
to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who 
has faith in Jesus. Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 
works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 
works prescribed by the law

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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**    GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

**    GOSPEL READING	                                                                                  John 8:31-36 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals 
the truth that sets people free from sin.       
 

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly 
my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They answered 
him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do 
you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, 
everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place 
in the household; the son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will 
be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH MESSAGE

MESSAGE	 Pr. Jamie Vannoy
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ANTHEM	                                 					     Fount of Every Blessing’
arr. by Lloyd Larson; based on NETTLETON

Traditional American melody from John Wyett’s Repository of Sacred Music
Chancel Choir

**    APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

**    PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all in need.

A brief silence.

Each intercession concludes: God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your unending 
love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.   Amen.

OFFERTORY 						             
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

**    DIALOGUE	 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted 
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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**    WORDS OF INSTITUTION                        
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus.
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Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh 
in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy 
Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 
High, one God, now and forever.

**    LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
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**   LAMB OF GOD
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**    COMMUNION HYMN                                           One Thing Remains (Your Love Never Fails)  

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Higher than the mountains that I face.
Stronger than the power of the grave,
Constant in the trial and the change,

One thing remains, one thing remains.
Your love, your love, your love will never change.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)
On and on and on and on it goes.

It overwhelms and satisfies my soul.
And I never, ever have to be afraid.

One thing remains, one thing remains.

(Refrain - All)
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me.
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me.
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me:

Your love.

(Verse 3 - All)
On and on and on and on it goes.

It overwhelms and satisfies my soul.
And I never, ever have to be afraid.

One thing remains, one thing remains.

(Refrain - All)
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me.
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me.
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me:

Your love.

(Music Ministers/All)
In death, in life, I’m confident and covered 

By the power of your great love.
My debt is paid; There’s nothing that can separate my heart 

From your great love.
In death, in life, I’m confident and covered 

By the power of your great love.
My debt is paid; There’s nothing that can separate my heart 

From your great love.
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(Refrain - All)
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me.
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me.
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me:

Your love.

In death, in life, I’m confident and covered 
By the power of your great love.

My debt is paid; There’s nothing that can separate my heart 
From your great love, your love.

(Final Verse - Music Ministers)
Higher than the mountains that I face.
Stronger than the power of the grave,
Constant in the trial and the change,

One thing remains, one thing remains:
Your love.

**    TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen.



18          

SONG AFTER COMMUNION: The Canticle of Simeon

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and 
delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, 
where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

**    BLESSING   
The God of glory, Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, bless 
you now and forever.   Amen.

	   
SENDING SONG 	                                                                                  Your Grace Is Enough

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Great is your faithfulness, O God;

You wrestle with the sinner’s restless heart.
You lead us by still waters into mercy,

And nothing can keep us apart.
So remember your people,
Remember your children,

Remember your promise, O God.

(Refrain - Music Ministers)
Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough,

Your grace is enough for me.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers/All)
Great is your love and justice, God;
You use the weak to lead the strong.

You lead us in the song of your salvation,
And all your people sing along.
So remember your people,
Remember your children,

Remember your promise, O God.

(Refrain - All)
Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough,

Your grace is enough for me.

Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough,

Your grace is enough for me.

(All)
Remember your people,

Remember your children,
Remember your promise, O God.
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Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough,

Your grace is enough for me.

(All/Music Ministers)
Your grace is enough;

Heaven reaches out to us.
Your grace is enough for me.

Your grace is enough;
I’m covered in your love.

Your grace is enough for me.

**    DISMISSAL
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Created, saved and gifted by God, we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ. 
Hallelujah, thanks be to God!

	 “W + 2” = Worship Plus Two

Make a commitment to not only worship each week
but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation

and seek out a way to serve our community.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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