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first sunday of advent

Introduction
Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us 
in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an appar-
ently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the 
coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not 
like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God 
loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come.

Winds of  Grace
Have you ever experienced a powerful storm in which the sky grew increasingly dark and 
winds swirled the clouds or broke branches off trees? Our modern technology often allows us 
to prepare for storms like blizzards and hurricanes that develop slowly as they move toward 
us. Perhaps you’ve taken part in hastily boarding up windows, securing pets or farm animals, 
and gathering groceries and supplies in anticipation of being shut in or without power for a 
time.
The coming of the Son of Man will apparently not include advance warnings like those of me-
teorologists and weather apps, for Jesus says, “About that day or hour no one knows.” It may 
be more like a tornado or thunderstorm, where we see that the conditions are right but can’t 
be sure precisely when or where it will materialize. Our preparations for that type of storm are 
different, primarily focused on where and how we’ll take shelter should lightning or a funnel 
cloud be spotted nearby. Many of us practiced tornado drills in school as kids; such practices, 
as well as storm watches and warnings, keep us aware of how to respond and alert about 
when to do so.
It is easy to hear Jesus’ words and sound an alert for the end times. We might even spend time 
and energy worrying about the end and what it means for us. At the same time, the urgency 
of this proclamation is focused on the present, on what we can do here and now to be open to 
God’s rule in our lives. This is a different kind of preparation, focused on loving God and loving 
our neighbors as ourselves.
In the sacraments of baptism and communion we are invited into regular practices of anticipat-
ing the presence of God with us. In Advent we bring a particular focus to this expectation. We 
are invited to think about the ways the winds of grace gather us in, and then send us out for 
the sake of the world.

** Indicates to stand as you are able.
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gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE             

WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     Pr. Jamie Vannoy

**    CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In remembrance of their baptism, all may make the sign of the cross.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, the parent who rouses us from slumber, the shepherd 
who gathers us on the holy mountain, the deliverer who sets us free. Amen.

Let us come before the living God in confession.

Silence is kept for reflection.

As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, we open our hearts to you, O God. 
Search us and know us. Reveal all that we keep inside. To you, O God, we confess our 
sins, known and unknown. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us in your ways of justice 
and peace. Make us reflections of the radiant love of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the righteous judge who has 
mercy on all. Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, where sin is washed away in the 
river of life. Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one who nurtures all creation. Go forth 
boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven in the name of the one who is coming and 
is already here, †Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

**    GATHERING SONG                                                          “Come, Emmanuel” | Chancel Choir
Response, sung during the verses:

Verse 1
Cantor:  You are Wisdom, from the mouth of God.                All:  Come, O come, Emmanuel.
         You are Wisdom, playing before God.        Come, O come, Emmanuel.
               You are Wisdom, wondrous Word of God.                     Come, O come, Emmanuel.           
               You are Wisdom, loving friend to God.                           Come, O come, Emmanuel.
Refrain: All
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Verse 2
Cantor:  You are Wisdom, mother to us all.                           All:  Come, O come, Emmanuel.
         You are Wisdom, truth told to us all.                               Come, O come, Emmanuel.
               You are Wisdom, promise to us all.                                Come, O come, Emmanuel.
         You are Wisdom, banquet set for all.                              Come, O come, Emmanuel.
Refrain: All

Verse 3
Cantor:  You are Wisdom, straight our paths to you.             All: Come, O come, Emmanuel.
         You are Wisdom, hearts on high to you.                         Come, O come, Emmanuel.
          You are Wisdom, here we watch for you.                       Come, O come, Emmanuel.
         You are Wisdom, open arms to you.                               Come, O come, Emmanuel. 
Refrain: All

**    GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you.

**    KYRIE                  Assistant Minister
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**    PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new 
day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.
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**    LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake 
to the world. You show up in our lives at unexpected times. Bless us as we light this candle to 
keep vigil for your arrival. We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour, you 
hurry to gather all people to your peace. Amen.

Advent Week 1 - December 3         Verse 1
Advent Week 2 - December 10         Verse 1, 2
Advent Week 3 -  December 17       Verse 1, 2, 3
Advent Week 4 -  December 24       Verse 1, 2, 3, 4

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
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word
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,

Jesus interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

FIRST READING                                                                                              Isaiah 64:1-9
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt 
Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. 
Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to 
be the God who has brought deliverance in the past.

A reading from the book of Isaiah.

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would 
quake at your presence—as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to 
boil— to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at 
your presence!  When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, 
the mountains quaked at your presence.  From ages past no one has heard, no ear has 
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways.  But you were 
angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed.  We have all become like 
one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  There is no one who calls on your name, or 
attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us 
into the hand of our iniquity.  Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are 
our potter; we are all the work of your hand.  Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and 
do not remember iniquity forever.  Now consider, we are all your people.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

PSALM                                                               Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. (Ps. 80:7)

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
  stir up your strength and come to help us.
Restore us, O God;
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
O LORD God of hosts,
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 
You have fed them with the bread of tears;
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
Restore us, O God of hosts;
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
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Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
And so will we never turn away from you;
  give us life, that we may call upon your name.
Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

SECOND READING                         1 Corinthians 1:3-9
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has 
already enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the com-
ing day of the Lord.

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians.

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I give thanks 
to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 
kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—so that you are 
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
 

**    GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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**    GOSPEL READING                                                                                Mark 13:24-37 
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory 
to end all suffering.        
 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens 
will be shaken.  Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.  “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  “But about that day or hour no 
one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep 
alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, 
when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands 
the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 
or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to 
all: Keep awake.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pr. Jamie Vannoy

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                        Messiah  
  

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
For all You are, all You have done,

We worship You, Eternal One-
Savior and Lord forevermore,

You are Messiah.

(Verse 2 - All)
Down on our knees, pleading as one,

Together we pray Your kingdom will come.
In Heaven and earth, Your will be done,

You are Messiah.
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(Chorus - All)
Let Your kingdom come,
Let Your kingdom come,
Let Your kingdom come,

You are Messiah.

Let Your kingdom come,
Let Your kingdom come,
Let Your kingdom come,

You are Messiah.

(Verse 3 - All)
Radiant hope, we long for You.

Deep in our hearts, Your Word is true.
Be lifted up in all we do,

You are Messiah.

(Chorus - Music Ministers/All)
Let Your kingdom come,
Let Your kingdom come,
Let Your kingdom come,

You are Messiah.

Let Your kingdom come,
Let Your kingdom come,
Let Your kingdom come,

You are Messiah.

You are Messiah, oh!

(Verse 4 - Music Ministers)
For all You are, all You have done,

We worship You, Eternal One-
You are the Lord forevermore;

You are Messiah.

Let Your kingdom come,
Let Your kingdom come,
Let Your kingdom come,
Let Your kingdom come.  

(Chorus - All)
Let Your kingdom come,
Let Your kingdom come,
Let Your kingdom come,

You are Messiah.
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Let Your kingdom come,
Let Your kingdom come,
Let Your kingdom come,

You are Messiah.
You are Messiah.
You are Messiah.
You are Messiah.

**    APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

**    PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who await 
God’s day of restoration.

A brief silence.

Each intercession concludes: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and everlast-
ing mercy.   Amen.

OFFERTORY              
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meaL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

**    DIALOGUE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted 
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 



13          

**    WORDS OF INSTITUTION                        
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
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With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh 
in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy 
Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 
High, one God, now and forever.

**    LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together. Come, take your place at the table. 
Amen.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
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**   LAMB OF GOD
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**    COMMUNION HYMN                                                       Lost in the Night (ELW 243)
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**    TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION: The Canticle of Simeon

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to see together.
Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation and release, 
brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.
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sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

**    BLESSING   
The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the anointing of the 
Spirit remain upon you now and forever.  Amen.

   
SENDING SONG                                                                     Soon and Very Soon (ELW 439)
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**    DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Created, saved and gifted by God, we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ. 
Hallelujah, thanks be to God!

 “W + 2” = Worship Plus Two

Make a commitment to not only worship each week
but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation

and seek out a way to serve our community.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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Upcoming Commemorations

Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, died 1552
Sunday, December 3, 2023

A native of the Basque region of Spain, Xavier became a missionary to India, Southeast Asia, 
Japan, and the Philippines. He also helped to found the Society of Jesus (Jesuits).

John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter, died around 749
Monday, December 4, 2023

A monk in an abbey near Jerusalem, John wrote many hymns as well as theological works. 
One of his works, The Fount of Wisdom, remained influential for centuries.

Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342
Wednesday, December 6, 2023

Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in present-day Turkey. According 
to legend, he was famous for his giving to the poor, and so has become a symbol of anony-
mous gift-giving.

Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, died 397
Thursday, December 7, 2023

While a governor of northern Italy, Ambrose was elected bishop of Milan on the same day he 
was baptized. He was a famous preacher, a writer of hymns we still sing today, and helped 
lead St. Augustine to faith.
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