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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER I FIFLANY

Introduction

In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; in
Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church these are ways
of pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We encounter
that authority in God’s word, around which we gather, the word that trumps any lesser spirit
that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus.

Call He Be the Only One?

Who: Jesus, disciples, observant go-to-worship folks honoring the sabbath. And, yes, a man
with an unclean spirit. (Could he be the only such soul in the congregation?)

What: Reading holy words, the domain of scribes and scholars, and a shocking teaching given
“with authority.”

Where: In the synagogue.
When: On the sabbath.

Who is this one who cried out in the congregation? Was he a scared thief creeping from his
hiding place? A lanky kid exhausted from bawling outside locked doors? An old man gasping
beneath piles of ill-gotten wealth? A young woman cursing heaven by day and hell by night
for reasons no one dares to name? A stumbling fugitive worn down by a lifetime of running?
A robust profiteer, master of deception? An unjust judge solemnly wearing a robe woven from
threads of secret favors? A miser in a mansion perched above slums? A hoarder of vengeance
nursing metastasized hatreds? Have you seen, met, or known any of these among the con-
gregation?

The one with an unclean spirit cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
Have you come to destroy us?” (Mark 1:24). Jesus silences the unclean spirit. But Jesus will
not be the destroyer. The crucified one does not crucify. He does not build and fill prisons; he
sets free. He does not shun, avoid, and send away; he calls the accursed to himself. He does
not condemn the sinner; he rescues and saves.

Yes, they in the synagogue that day and we in the church this day are amazed. Jesus’ teaching
with authority contradicts all the rules that anchor us to a spirit of despair. Good news, indeed.

** Indicates to stand as you are able.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Pr. Jamie Vannoy
CALL TO WORSHIP More Love, More Power

(Music Ministers)
More love, more power,
More of you in my life.
More love, more power,
More of you in my life.

And | will worship you with all of my heart.
And | will worship you with all of my mind.
And | will worship you with all of my strength,
For you are my Lord.

(All)
More love, more power,
More of you in my life.
More love, more power,
More of you in my life.

And | will worship you with all of my heart.
And | will worship you with all of my mind.
And | will worship you with all of my strength,
For you are my Lord.

More love, more power,
More of you in my life.
More love, more power,
More of you in my life.

And | will worship you with all of my heart.
And | will worship you with all of my mind.
And | will worship you with all of my strength,
For you are my Lord.

And | will seek your face with all of my heart.
And | will seek your face with all of my mind.
And | will seek your face with all of my strength,
For you are my Lord, for you are my Lord.
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OPENING LITANY (inspired by Psalm 111)
Come, and praise God!

In the company of the God’s people,

let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Great are the works of God,

full of glory and majesty.

Our God is gracious and compassionate;
our God is merciful and forgiving

our God is faithful and trustworthy,

our God is just and good.

So come, let’s worship God together.
God'’s praise endures forever!

GATHERING SONGS

You Are Holy
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I Lift My Hands

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Be still; there is a healer.
His love is deeper than the sea.
His mercy is unfailing,
His arms: a fortress for the weak.
Let faith arise. Let faith arise.

(Refrain - All)
| lift my hands to believe again.
You are my refuge, you are my strength;
As | pour out my heart, these things | remember.
You are faithful, God, forever.

(Verse 2 - All)

Be still; there is a river
That flows from Calvary’s tree,
A fountain for the thirsty,
Your grace that washes over me.
Let faith arise. Let faith arise.

(Refrain - All)
| lift my hands to believe again.
You are my refuge, you are my strength;
As | pour out my heart, these things | remember.
You are faithful, God, forever.

| lift my hands to believe again.
You are my refuge, you are my strength;
As | pour out my heart, these things | remember.
You are faithful, God, forever.

(Music Ministers/All)

Let faith arise, let faith arise.
Open my eyes, open my eyes.
Let faith arise, let faith arise.

Open my eyes, open my eyes.

(Final Refrain - All/Music Ministers)
| lift my hands to believe again.
You are my refuge, you are my strength;
As | pour out my heart, these things | remember.
You are faithful, God. You’re faithful, God, forever.
Let faith arise, let faith arise.
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| Give You My Heart

(Verse - Music Ministers)

This is my desire: to honour you.
Lord, with all my heart, | worship you.
All' I have within me, | give you praise.

All that | adore is in you.

(Refrain - All)
Lord, | give you my heart, | give you my soul.
| live for you alone.
Every breath that | take, every moment I’'m awake,
Lord have your way in me.

(Verse - Music Ministers)

This is my desire: to honour you.
Lord, with all my heart, | worship you.
All' | have within me, | give you praise.

All that | adore is in you.

(Refrain - All)
Lord, | give you my heart, | give you my soul.
| live for you alone.
Every breath that | take, every moment I’'m awake,
Lord have your way in me.

Lord, | give you my heart, | give you my soul.
| live for you alone.
Every breath that | take, every moment I’'m awake,
Lord have your way in me.



CONFESSION
God of healing and compassion, we come to you, burdened by the weight of our own wrongdoing,
seeking forgiveness for our sin and strength to live in your example.

For the times when we have used our gifts in ways
which tear people down rather than build them up:
God, source of all knowledge, forgive us.

For the times when we have turned a blind eye
to the exploitation and victimization of our brothers and sisters:
God, source of all goodness, forgive us.

For the times when we have gloried in our own strengths,
rather than using them to love and care for eachother:
God, source of all love, forgive us.

For the times we have judged others
for what we perceive as weakness:
God, source of all wisdom, forgive us.

Forgive us, O God, for our unwillingness to recognize your divine presence in the hearts of all.
Teach us your divine wisdom, heal our shortcomings, and keep us close to you, this day and
forever. Amen.

FORGIVENESS

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken:

The time of grace is now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are God’s beloved. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and
speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE



WORD

Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,
Jesus interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the
Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the
people that God will continue to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine word.

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy.

[Moses said:] The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your
own people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the LORD your
God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If | hear the voice of the LORD
my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, | will die.” Then the LORD replied to
me: “They are right in what they have said. | will raise up for them a prophet like you from
among their own people; | will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak
to them everything that | command. Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet
shall speak in my name, | myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the
name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that | have not com-
manded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 111
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom. (Ps. 111:10)

Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
Great are your works, O LORD,
pondered by all who delight in them.
Majesty and splendor mark your deeds,
and your righteousness endures forever.
You cause your wonders to be remembered;
you are gracious and full of compassion.
You give food to those who fear you,
remembering forever your covenant.
You have shown your people the power of your works
in giving them the lands of the nations.
The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice;
all of your precepts are sure.
They stand fast forever and ever,
because they are done in truth and equity.



You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever;
holy and awesome is your name.
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as
license to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, impres-
sionable believers. Christians have a responsibility to each other that their behavior does not
cause another to sin.

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Corinthains.

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not
yet have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him. Hence,
as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and
that “there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven
or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—yet for us there is one God,
the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things and through whom we exist. It is not everyone, however, who
has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still
think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is
defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and
no better off if we do. But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a
stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the
temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the
point of eating food sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for
whom Christ died are destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your family,
and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is
a cause of their falling, | will never eat meat, so that | may not cause one of them to fall.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL READING Mark 1:21-28
Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus
and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave and people
are amazed at his authority.

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the
synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one
having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with
an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have
you come to destroy us? | know who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked
him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and
crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on ask-
ing one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the
unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the sur-
rounding region of Galilee.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pr. Jamie Vannoy

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

11



PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
GATHERING OF GIFTS
OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER

Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, strengthen
us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts as we
meet you on the way. Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we come
together around the table we discover that our differences are not something we just tolerate, but
that our differences are indeed a blessing. So come, children of God, just as you are. Wherever
you are on this journey of life and faith, you are welcome here - here in this place, here in this
community, here at this table. Come, children of God, come and remember. Remember the
stories that Jesus’ friends tell: Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories
of gathering both enemy and friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests
revealing the face of the sacred.

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; gave it to
his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.”

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine. Bless all of us in our

eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize the risen Christ
in our midst, indeed in one another.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see.

HOLY COMMUNION - Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence.
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior and
Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to receive the
elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, then you may do that
also.

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a gluten allergy,
gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving Communion. Also, if you prefer
not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is available upon request.

REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION

As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center our-
selves on Christ, and the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we have been given. As
we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we
take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our hearts, and then to work in us and through us
in the coming days.

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and always keep you in God’s
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by your
power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

**  BLESSING
God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, bless you

and remain with you always. Amen.

SENDING SONG

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
For the praises of man
| will never ever stand;

For the kingdoms of this world
I'll never give my heart away
Or shout my praise.

My allegiance and devotion,
My heart’s desire and all emotion
Go to serve the Man
Who died upon that tree.

(Refrain - Music Ministers)
Only a God like you
Could be worthy of my praise
And all my hope and faith;
To only a King of all kings
Do | bow my knee and sing,
Give my ev'rything.
Only a God like you
Could be worthy of my praise
And all my hope and faith;
To only a King of all kings
Do | bow my knee and sing,
Give my ev’rything.

To only my Maker, my Father, my Savior,
Redeemer, Restorer, Rebuilder, Rewarder -
To only a God like you
Do | give my praise.

(Verse 2 - All)
For the praises of man
I will never ever stand;
For the kingdoms of this world
I'll never give my heart away
Or shout my praise.
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My allegiance and devotion,
My heart’s desire and all emotion
Go to serve the Man
Who died upon that tree.

(Refrain - All)

Only a God like you
Could be worthy of my praise
And all my hope and faith;
To only a King of all kings
Do | bow my knee and sing,
Give my ev’rything.
Only a God like you
Could be worthy of my praise
And all my hope and faith;
To only a King of all kings
Do | bow my knee and sing,
Give my ev’rything.

To only my Maker, my Father, my Savior,
Redeemer, Restorer, Rebuilder, Rewarder -
To only a God like you
Do | give my praise.

(Verse 3 - Music Ministers)
Only the God who left his throne above,
He came to live with us,
Came to be one of us;
To only the One
Who stopped to heal that blind man,
Took the time to save that one lost lamb;
To only the King who wore that crown of thorns
So | could wear the crown of life;
And to only the One who conquered sin and death
So we could be set free,
So we could stand here and sing.

(Bridge - Music Ministers / All)
Only a God like you,
Only a God like you,
Only a God like you.

Only a God like you,

Only a God like you,
Only a God like you.
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Only a God like you,
Only a God like you,
Only a God like you.

Only a God like you,
Only a God like you,
Only a God like you.

(Ending - All)

To only my Maker, my Father, my Savior,
Redeemer, Restorer, Rebuilder, Rewarder -
To only a God like you
Do | give my praise.

**  DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
Created, saved and gifted by God, we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ.

Hallelujah! Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two

Make a commitment to not only worship each week
but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation
and seek out a way to serve our community.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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