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fourth sunday of easter

Introduction
The image of the Good Shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the 
relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that 
gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep 
shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by 
the example of sharing our wealth with any sister or brother in need.

Always Room for One More
When Jesus says “I am” in the Gospel of John, he unlocks a new perspective on his love. 
In today’s reading, when Jesus declares, “I am the good shepherd,” we can imagine our 
Lord caring for us and guiding us. We picture ourselves as his sheep. It’s reassuring to hear 
that we aren’t alone to navigate the dangers and challenges of this world. We have a loving 
shepherd who is looking out for us.
Jesus loves us so much that he goes above and beyond the shepherd’s role as a caretaker. 
He gives up his own life so our sins can be forgiven and we can receive eternal life. That’s 
what being a good shepherd means—having such a close relationship with the sheep that 
the shepherd will stop at nothing to protect them. The shepherd will lay down his own life 
so his sheep can have life.

When we hear Jesus’ promise to be our good shepherd, we must not miss his commitment 
to gather up the sheep that aren’t yet part of his flock. They, too, will listen to Jesus’ voice. 
Responding to his loving call, they will become part of the one flock that follows Jesus as 
their good shepherd, their Savior, and their Lord. No matter how many sheep are already 
jostling for space, there is always room for one more. Just like there is always room at our holy 
communion table for one more person to eat the bread, drink the wine, and receive the gifts 
of God’s mercy and grace. We can always squeeze closer to the sheep around us to let one 
or more sheep enter Jesus’ flock, thankful that the flock is growing and that we get to listen to 
the loving voice of our good shepherd, together.

** Indicates to stand as you are able.
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gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE             

WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     Pr. Jamie Vannoy

**   THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM                 
In the name of the Father,and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let 
us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters, and by your 
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.  Through the sea you led 
your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of 
new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, 
grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever.  Amen.
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**   GATHERING HYMN                                                                     Blessed Be Your Name
(Verse 1 - All)

Blessed be your name in the land that is plentiful,
Where your streams of abundance flow,

Blessed be your name.

(Verse 2 - All)
Blessed be your name when I’m found in the desert place,

Though I walk through the wilderness,
Blessed be your name.

(Refrain - All)
Every blessing you pour out I’ll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say:

Blessed be the name of the Lord;
Blessed be your name.

Blessed be the name of the Lord;
Blessed be your glorious name.

(Verse 3 - All)
Blessed be your name when the sun’s shining down on me,

When the world’s all as it should be,
Blessed be your name.

(Verse 4 - All)
Blessed be your name on the road marked with suffering,

Though there’s pain in the offering,
Blessed be your name.

(Refrain - All)
Every blessing you pour out I’ll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say:

Blessed be the name of the Lord;
Blessed be your name.

Blessed be the name of the Lord;
Blessed be your glorious name.

(Bridge - Music Ministers / All)
You give and take away,
You give and take away.

My heart will choose to say,
“Lord, blessed be your name.”

You give and take away,
You give and take away.

My heart will choose to say,
“Lord, blessed be your name.”
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(Refrain - All)
Blessed be the name of the Lord;

Blessed be your name.
Blessed be the name of the Lord;
Blessed be your glorious name.

**   GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you.

**    KYRIE                  Assistant Minister
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**   CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain

Verse 1
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Verse 2

**    PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. 
Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with 
you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    
Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
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word
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,

Jesus interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

FIRST READING   Acts 4:5-12
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news 
of the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he 
can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities.

A reading from the book of Acts.

The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high 
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When 
they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what 
name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the 
people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone 
who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, 
and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 
This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the corner-
stone.’ There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among mortals by which we must be saved.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM                             Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)

The LORD is my shepherd;
  I shall not be in want.
The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
  and leads me beside still waters.
You restore my soul, O LORD,
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever 
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SECOND READING  1 John 3:16-24
Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we 
share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such 
love we fulfill God’s commandments.

A reading from the second book of John.

We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 
down our lives for one another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s 
goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?  Little children, let us love, 
not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we will know that we are from the 
truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is 
greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn 
us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we 
obey his commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we 
should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has 
commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And 
by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
 

**    GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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**   GOSPEL                     John 10:11-18
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who 
cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them.  

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf com-
ing and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 
The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to 
this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 
one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to 
take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my 
Father.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pr. Jamie Vannoy
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                 The King of Love My Shepherd Is (ELW 502) 
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**    APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

**   PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Assistant Minister
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence is kept.

Each intercession concludes:
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abid-
ing love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.  Amen.
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Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY                                                      
   
**   OFFERING PRAYER                Assistant Minister

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs 
of your abiding love.  Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our true vine. Amen.

**   DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Je-
sus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has 
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:
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**   WORDS OF INSTITUTION
You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful, God, creator of heaven and earth; everything, 
everywhere is filled with your glory.  We give thanks for the promise you gave to our ancestors, 
Abraham and Sarah, that through their descendants you would bless the whole family on earth.
We give thanks for the steadfast love you showed to their offspring:

 You delivered them from Egypt,  bound yourself to them in covenant,
 sent them liberators and prophets, brought them home from exile.

When the time had fully come, you kept the promise by sending Jesus, born of Mary, who in 
word and deed announced your gentle rule of justice and peace.  He was obedient unto death, 
even death on a cross.  We remember how on the night of his betrayal our Lord Jesus took 
bread and gave thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  After supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant of my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes.

Remembering his command that we love one another, his life and death, and his glorious 
resurrection and ascension, we pray for his coming again even as we cry:
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Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that all of your promises may come to us and your whole 
creation.  Empower us by that same Spirit, to love and forgive that our lives may anticipate that 
day when you will make all things new.

Gather our prayers with those of the apostles, prophets, martyrs, and all the faithful who have 
gone before us, and unite them with the unceasing prayer of the One who lives in us and in 
whom we live, Jesus Christ.
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**    LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at God’s table. 

**   LAMB OF GOD

**    COMMUNION HYMN                                                                You Are My All in All

(Verse 1)
You are my strength when I am weak.

You are the treasure that I seek.
You are my all in all.

Seeking you as a precious jewel,
Lord, to give up I’d be a fool.

You are my all in all.
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(Refrain)
Jesus, Lamb of God,
Worthy is your name.
Jesus, Lamb of God,
Worthy is your name.

(Verse 2)
Taking my sin, my cross, my shame,

Rising again, I bless your name.
You are my all in all.

When I fall down, you pick me up.
When I am dry, you fill my cup.

You are my all in all.

(Refrain)
Jesus, Lamb of God,
Worthy is your name.
Jesus, Lamb of God,
Worthy is your name.

HOLY COMMUNION - Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence.
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Each person may respond: Amen.

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior and 
Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to receive the 
elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, then you may do that also.
NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a gluten 
allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving Communion. Also, 
if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is available upon request.

REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center our-
selves on Christ, and the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we have been given. As 
we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we 
take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our hearts, and then to work in us and through us 
in the coming days.

**    TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. Send 
us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend. Amen.  
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sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

**    BLESSING   
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope
bless you now and always.  Amen.

   
SENDING SONG                                         Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! (ELW 369) 
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**    DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
Created, Saved & Gifted by God, we Seek, Serve & Share Jesus Christ. 
Hallelujah, Thanks Be To God.

POSTLUDE
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“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two

Make a commitment to not only worship each week
but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation

and seek out a way to serve our community.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD

Upcoming Commemorations

Anselm, Bishop of Canterbury, died 1109
Sunday, April 21, 2024

This eleventh-century monk was one of the greatest theologians of the Middle Ages. He is 
remembered for emphasizing the maternal aspects of God, and for the theory that the Son of God 
became human in order to make the necessary payment for our sin.

Day of the Creation (Día de la Creación) (LLC)
Monday, April 22, 2024

This observance invites us to notice and give God thanks for the wonders of the created universe. 
As stewards of that creation, we are also challenged to be careful in our use of it.

Toyohiko Kagawa, renewer of society, died 1960
Tuesday, April 23, 2024

Born in Kobe, Japan, Kagawa was orphaned as a young child. Later, when he became Christian, 
he was disowned by the rest of his family. Wishing to bring Christian principles into society, he 
worked among poor people, established schools and hospitals, and worked for peace.

Mark, Evangelist
Thursday, April 25, 2024

He was not numbered among the twelve apostles, yet Mark was probably a member of the early 
church community. The gospel that bears his name is the shortest and most direct, and many 
scholars think it was the first to be written.
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