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SECOND SUNDAY OF T ASTER

Introduction

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s
presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples
on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and
Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are
transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such
that no one among us is in need.

Sharing Joy

“Thank you for sharing our joy,” said the parents of the bride to the wedding guests. This simple
message sums up the reason we gather with loved ones to celebrate the best moments of our
lives. When we share our joy, it multiplies.

When the disciples were gathered in a locked room, the appearance of the risen Jesus
transformed their fear into joy. On the evening of the resurrection, all the disciples except
Thomas were together. They got to see Jesus standing among them, and they rejoiced!
Immediately, Jesus gave them the gift of the Holy Spirit. He also sent them out to continue his
work in the world, including the forgiveness of sins.

With that commissioning, Jesus channeled the disciples’ joy into a sense of belonging and
purpose. Now they were no longer afraid or isolated. Jesus was alive. Everything had changed!
Their risen Lord made them into a new community. But Thomas wasn’t there when Jesus first
stood among them, and he couldn’t grasp the good news. He saw the joy radiating from the
other disciples’ faces, but he didn’t share it.

As a gift of grace, Jesus appeared again and brought Thomas into the new community. He
let the skeptical disciple see and touch the wounds on his body. By doing so, Jesus extended
the joy and sense of belonging that the others had experienced to Thomas, who responded
with joy, “My Lord and my God!”

As disciples of Jesus, we belong to the same resurrection community that our risen Lord
created that first Easter evening. We get to share our joy in the promise of forgiveness of sins
and eternal life with those around us. Our believing and sense of belonging fortify each other.
As today’s reading from 1 John declares, when we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection and carry
out God’s work in the world together, our joy is made complete.

** Indicates to stand as you are able.
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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS Pr. Jamie Vannoy

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let
us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters, and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led
your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of
new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness,
grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever. Amen.



** GATHERING HYMN All the Earth Will Sing Your Praises

(Refrain - Music Ministers)
You lived. You died.
You said in three days you would rise.
You did. You're alive.

(Music Ministers / All)
You rule. You reign.
You said you’re coming back again.
I know that you will,
And all the earth will sing your praises.
All the earth will sing your praises.

Interlude

(Verse - Music Ministers)
You took, you take our sins away, O God;
You give, you gave your life away for us.
You came down, you saved us through the cross;
Our hearts are changed because of your great love.

(Refrain - All)
You lived. You died.
You said in three days you would rise.
You did. You’re alive.

You rule. You reign.
You said you’re coming back again.
I know that you will,
And all the earth will sing your praises.

Interlude

(Refrain - All)
You lived. You died.
You said in three days you would rise.
You did. You’re alive.

You rule. You reign.
You said you’re coming back again.
I know that you will,

And all the earth will sing your praises.
All the earth will sing your praises.
All the earth will sing your praises.
All the earth will sing your praises.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Assistant Minister

Assishing mirister:
In peace, in peace, let us pray to the...

Congregafion:
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Lord, hawe mor - cp. Chrig, have mer - ¢v.  Lond, hawve mer - con
Azssisfing minister:

For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world;
far the unity of all, let us pray ta the...

Congregalion:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Assisting rminister:
For your people here, who have come to give you praise;
for the strength to live your Word, let us pray to the...

Congregation;
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Assisting rminister:
Halp, save, and defend us, O God.

Cangregafion.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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**  PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of
Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and
do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE



WORD

Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,
Jesus interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

FIRST READING Acts 4:32-35
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian com-
munity shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who
were in need.

A reading from the book of Acts.

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for
as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold.
They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 133
How good and pleasant it is to live together in unity. (Ps. 133:1)

How good and how pleasant it is,

when kindred live together in unity!
It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,

upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.

For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.



SECOND READING 1 John 1:1--2:2
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed
reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we
live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light.

A reading from the book of John.

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word
of life—this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the
eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—we declare to you what we
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy
may be complete. This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with
him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in
the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make
him a liar, and his word is not in us. My little children, | am writing these things to you so
that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but
also for the sins of the whole world.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

**  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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** GOSPEL John 20:19-31
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appeatrs to his disciples. His words to Thomas
offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who
was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of
the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, |
will not believe.” A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My
Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did many
other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
YOUTH MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pr. Jamie Vannoy
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HYMN OF THE DAY O Sons and Daughters (ELW 386; verses 1, 4-9)
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Insert stanzas 5-8 if desired.
9 On this most ho - ly day of days,
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to seek the tomb where Je - sus lay. Al -le-lu - ia!
“Your Lord will go to Gal - i - lee” Al -le-lu - ia!
and said, “My peace be with  you here.” Al -le-lu - ia!
to  God your hearts and voic - es raise. Al -le-lu - ia!
0 After the final stanza
e — — T
0 9 o J ¢+ * o | i —
) ~— I (4 I
Al-le - lu - 1ia, al - le - lu - 1a, al -le -lu - 1a.

5 When Thomas first the tidings heard, 7 No longer Thomas then denied;

that they had seen the risen Lord, he saw the feet, the hands, the side;
he doubted the disciples’ word. “You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

6 “My pierced side, O Thomas, see, 8 How blest are they who have not seen,
and look upon my hands, my feet; and yet whose faith has constant been,
not faithless, but believing be.” for they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
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**  APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

** PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Assistant Minister
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence is kept.

Each intercession concludes:
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abid-
ing love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER Assistant Minister
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs
of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ,
our true vine. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Je-
sus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful, God, creator of heaven and earth; everything,
everywhere is filled with your glory. We give thanks for the promise you gave to our ancestors,
Abraham and Sarah, that through their descendants you would bless the whole family on earth.
We give thanks for the steadfast love you showed to their offspring:

You delivered them from Egypt, bound yourself to them in covenant,

sent them liberators and prophets, brought them home from exile.
When the time had fully come, you kept the promise by sending Jesus, born of Mary, who in
word and deed announced your gentle rule of justice and peace. He was obedient unto death,
even death on a cross. We remember how on the night of his betrayal our Lord Jesus took
bread and gave thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my
body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. After supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant of my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes.
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Remembering his command that we love one another, his life and death, and his glorious
resurrection and ascension, we pray for his coming again even as we cry:
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Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that all of your promises may come to us and your whole
creation. Empower us by that same Spirit, to love and forgive that our lives may anticipate that
day when you will make all things new.
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Gather our prayers with those of the apostles, prophets, martyrs, and all the faithful who have
gone before us, and unite them with the unceasing prayer of the One who lives in us and in
whom we live, Jesus Christ.
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**  LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at God’s table.

** LAMB OF GOD
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**  COMMUNION HYMN Because He Lives (Amen)

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
| believe in the Son;

| believe in the Risen One.
| believe | overcome

By the power of his blood.

(Refrain - Music Ministers)
Amen, amen,
I’'m alive, I'm alive because he lives.
Amen, amen,
Let my song join the one that never ends,
Because he lives.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)
| was dead in the grave;
| was covered in sin and shame.
| heard mercy call my name.
He rolled the stone away.

(Refrain - All)
Amen, amen,
I’'m alive, I'm alive because he lives.
Amen, amen,
Let my song join the one that never ends.

(Bridge - Music Ministers)
Because he lives, | can face tomorrow;
Because he lives, every fear is gone.
| know he holds my life,

My future in his hand.

(Refrain - All)
Amen, amen,
I’'m alive, I'm alive because he lives.
Amen, amen,
Let my song join the one that never ends.

Amen, amen,
I’'m alive, I'm alive because he lives.
Amen, amen,
Let my song join the one that never ends,
Because he lives, because he lives.
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HOLY COMMUNION - Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence.
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior and
Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to receive the
elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, then you may do that also.

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a gluten
allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving Communion. Also,
if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is available upon request.

REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION

As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center our-
selves on Christ, and the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we have been given. As
we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we
take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our hearts, and then to work in us and through us
in the coming days.

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. Send
us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend. Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope

bless you now and always. Amen.

SENDING SONG

Thine Is the Glory (ELW 376)
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Refrain
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**  DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
Created, Saved & Gifted by God, we Seek, Serve & Share Jesus Christ.
Hallelujah, Thanks Be To God.

POSTLUDE

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two

Make a commitment to not only worship each week
but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation
and seek out a way to serve our community.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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