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day of PenteCost

Introduction 
Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Crossing 
all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s mercy to places 
we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our 
weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, 
and that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate that we too have been visited with this same 
Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in worship, and then disperse to share the fullness 
of Christ’s love with the world.

After the Wind and Fire
Jesus had his own way of urging hearers to “not miss the forest for the trees.” Recall some of 
his familiar lines: “You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel” (Matthew 23:24), “Do you have 
eyes, and fail to see? Do you have ears, and fail to hear?” (Mark 8:18), or “Why do you see 
the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye?” (Luke 6:41). Look 
deeply. Listen carefully. Then pay attention to what is most important.
Attention-grabbing as the wonders on the Day of Pentecost may be—a house filled with rush-
ing wind, tongues of fire alighting on the heads of apostles, and the whirling of alien languages 
from stupefied mouths—take care to not let their bewildering extraordinariness blunt the true 
and greater wonder of this gospel event: the Advocate comes.
All the times and events of Jesus’ life—among close followers, watchers from afar, believers as 
well as doubters; the astounding miracles, puzzling parables, curious teachings, and scandal-
ous associations—were for one purpose only: to open to all of them, to the whole world, the 
mercy and love of God.
But Jesus will not be at hand for long in the room, at the table, on the road and hillside, at the 
temple or synagogue, in the boat. The sound of his voice will become a memory; the image of 
his face will fade from sight. So, what happens when the hopeful days with Jesus end?
The Advocate comes! Yes, we retell the story now of an extraordinary moment of one ancient 
day on Pentecost, but oh, the greater, true gospel wonder is the ever-extraordinary presence 
of Jesus’ Spirit bringing us hope and the way of God’s mercy and love meant for, given to, and 
enduring in the world forever. Pray that we have eyes to see it and ears to hear of it.

** Indicates to stand as you are able.
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gathering
PRELUDE             

WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     Pr. Jamie Vannoy

**    THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let 
us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters, and by your 
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led 
your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of 
new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, 
grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN                                     Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

(Refrain - All)
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.

Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Something’s gonna happen

Like the world has never known
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.

A door’s gonna swing open,
And the walls come a-tumbling down

When the people of the Lord get down to pray.
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(Refrain - All)
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.

Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)
He’s gonna take over,

He’s gonna take control
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.

He’s gonna move the mountain.
He’s gonna make the waters roll

When the people of the Lord get down to pray.

(Refrain - All)
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.

Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

(Verse 3 - Music Ministers)
You’re gonna know it

When the Lord stretches out his hand
And the people of the Lord get down to pray.

There’s gonna be a brand new song
Of victory in this land

When the people of the Lord get down to pray.

(Refrain - All)
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.

Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

**   GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the world. 
Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to proclaim your 
gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
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word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING  Ezekiel 37:1-14
The Hebrew word rendered as ruach means “spirit,” “wind,” or “breath.” This reading plays 
on the different meanings of the word. Just as the dry bones in Ezekiel’s vision are given new 
life, flesh, and breath (or spirit), so God will give the exiles God’s own spirit and will bring them 
home to the land of Israel.

A reading from the book of Ezekiel.

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD 
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; 
there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, 
can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Proph-
esy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says 
the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.”  So I prophesied 
as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and 
the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and 
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus 
says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, “Mortal, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is 
lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 
GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; 
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when 
I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that 
I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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PSALMODY                 Psalm 104 
Send Out Your Spirit, O Lord

Verse 1:
Oh bless the Lord my soul!  

Lord God, you are great, indeed!
You are clothed with majesty and glory,

Wrapped in light as in a robe.

Verse 2:
You founded the earth on its base,

Standing firm, it will never be shaken.
You wrapped it with the ocean like a garment:

Above the mountains, the waters stand.

Verse 3:
You make springs gush forth in the valleys;

They flow among the mountains.
On their banks the birds of heaven dwell,
From the branches they sing their song. 
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SECOND READING Acts 2:1-21
Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks after 
Passover. On this particular Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon the entire 
community of believers just as Jesus had promised and the scriptures had prophesied. 
Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears witness to God’s activity in multiple 
languages.

A reading from the book of Acts. 

When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  Now there were devout Jews 
from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered 
and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Ph-
rygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear 
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 
one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with 
new wine.”  But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 
“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 
No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  ‘In the last days it will be, God de-
clares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and 
they shall prophesy.  And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth 
below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon 
to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  Then everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

**    GOSPEL John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “the Helper” 
and describes the difference the Spirit will make in their lives and in the world. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
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[Jesus said,] “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify 
because you have been with me from the beginning.  “I did not say these things to you 
from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to him who sent me; yet 
none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, 
sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that 
I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 
him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness 
and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because 
I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler 
of this world has been condemned.  “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot 
bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he 
will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it 
to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH MESSAGE              

MESSAGE  Pr. Jamie Vannoy

**    HYMN OF THE DAY                  Holy Spirit

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
There’s nothing worth more that will ever come close.

Nothing can compare; you’re our living hope:
Your Presence.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)
I’ve tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves,

Where my heart becomes free and my shame is undone
In Your Presence, Lord.

(Refrain - All / Music Ministers)
Holy Spirit, you are welcome here.

Come, flood this place, and fill the atmosphere.
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for,

To be overcome by Your Presence, Lord,
Your Presence, Lord.

(Verse 3 - Music Ministers)
There’s nothing worth more that will ever come close.

Nothing can compare; you’re our living hope:
Your Presence.
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(Verse 4 - Music Ministers)
I’ve tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves,

Where my heart becomes free and my shame is undone
In Your Presence, Lord.

(Refrain - All)
Holy Spirit, you are welcome here.

Come, flood this place, and fill the atmosphere.
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for,

To be overcome by Your Presence, Lord.

Holy Spirit, you are welcome here.
Come, flood this place, and fill the atmosphere.

Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for,
To be overcome by Your Presence, Lord,

Your Presence, Lord.

(Music Ministers)
Your Presence, Lord;  

Your Presence, O God;
How we love Your Presence, Lord.

(Bridge - Music Ministers / All)
Let us become more aware of Your Presence
Let us experience the glory of your goodness.
Let us become more aware of Your Presence
Let us experience the glory of your goodness.

Let us become more aware of Your Presence
Let us experience the glory of your goodness.
Let us become more aware of Your Presence

Let us experience the glory of your goodness, Lord.

(Refrain - Music Ministers)
Holy Spirit, you are welcome here.

Come, flood this place, and fill the atmosphere.
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for,
To be overcome by Your Presence, Lord.

RECOGNITION OF NEW MEMBERS

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
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affirmation of baPtsim
PRESENTATION
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make public 
affirmation of baptism into Christ.

Let us pray.
Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in baptism. 
You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in 
the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, 
and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of 
Christ.  Amen.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

AFFIRMATION
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 
made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
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to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. Amen.

**   PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

Each intercession concludes:
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding 
love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.  Amen.

GATHERING OF GIFTS

OFFERTORY                           Come, O Spirit of God 
by Ricky Manalo, CSP

Chancel Choir

This piece invokes the presence of the Holy Spirit, calling the Spirit to be among us, and bind 
us as one in the mission and name of Christ.  You will hear this invocation expressed in 

English, Filipino, Latin, Spanish, and Vietnamese. 

OFFERING PRAYER
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs of 
your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true 
vine. Amen.
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meaL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

**    GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God.

**    WORDS OF INSTITUTION
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we come 
together around the table we discover that our differences are not something we just tolerate, 
but that our differences are indeed a blessing. So come, children of God, just as you are. 
Wherever you are in your journey of faith, you are invited and welcomed here - here in this 
place, here in this community, here at this table. Come, children of God, come and remember. 

Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell: Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a 
multitude; stories of gathering both enemy and friend together around a common table; stories 
of unlikely guests revealing the face of the sacred.

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; gave it to 
his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine. Bless all of us in our 
eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize the risen Christ 
in our midst, indeed in one another.

**    LORD’S PRAYER (personal option - holding hands)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.
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HOLY COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Each person may respond: Amen.

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior and 
Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to receive the 
elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, then you may do that 
also.

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a gluten allergy, 
gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving Communion. Also, if you prefer 
not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is available upon request.

REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center our-
selves on Christ, and the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we have been given. As 
we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we 
take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our hearts, and then to work in us and through us 
in the coming days.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN    O Breathe on Me, O Breath of God

**    TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and always keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. Send 
us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.. Amen.

sending
**    BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope bless 
you now and always. Amen.
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**    SENDING HYMN                                               God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind (ELW 400)
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**    DISMISSAL                 Assistant Minister
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
Created, Saved & Gifted by God, we Seek, Serve & Share Jesus Christ. 
Hallelujah, Thanks Be To God.

POSTLUDE 

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two
Make a commitment to not only worship each week

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation
and seek out a way to serve our community.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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