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third sunday after PenteCost

Introduction
A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of charges 
that he is possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have 
received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to Christ’s death and resurrection 
and knit together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and pray this day are Jesus’ 
family. With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God.

No Room for Compromise
Some things seem more trouble than they’re worth. People who fish with monofilament line 
may find that when it kinks, and tangles it isn’t worth the effort to pull apart the knots. Likewise 
for knitters whose balls of yarn unravel into a snarl on the floor. Or when packages of puff 
pastry can be had from the grocer’s freezer case, a baker may well find making it from scratch 
more bother than benefit and opt for ready-made. Those banking on Jesus’ admonition to 
forgive seventy times seven may find it impossible to make peace with his uncompromising 
warning that “whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness.” Like 
a foreign-language crossword puzzle, it might seem unsolvable.
Some might find relief in joining the people gathered around Jesus’ home who concluded that 
it would be best to ignore him: “He has gone out of his mind.” Others, like his family, stay on 
the edge of conflict and attempt to restrain him—”Hush, you’re making a scene.” Tensions 
are high, not only out among the crowds, not merely close to home, but in the center of home, 
the very heart of community and family. The air sizzles with discord. It must have been like 
the many broken bonds and hollowed-out relationships familiar to us today, at a time roiling 
with division. Pursuing hope and finding healing might seem not worth the effort.
To that temptation Jesus delivers a scorching, confounding warning: by ascribing his actions 
to the evil one, rejecting good as though it were demonic, judging the spirit of God’s love to 
be wicked—all of this is to choose against forgiveness and mercy. Without recognizing the 
urgency of love behind Jesus’ warning, we may think his words a contradiction to Jesus’ 
commitment to forgiveness. In fact, he uncompromisingly claims that the way of forgiveness 
belongs to the kingdom of God. Period!

** Indicates to stand as you are able.
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gathering

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS         Pastor Jamie Vannoy

CALL TO WORSHIP          Lead Me, Guide Me (ELW 768)



4          

OPENING LITANY
O Divine Voice,
You sing and the universe comes into being;
O Divine Breath,
You breathe and all things spring to life;
O Divine Word,
You call and creation is sustained;
O Divine Flesh,
You are born among us,
and the Creator is clothed in creation;
O Divine Spirit,
You fill all that has been formed;
O Divine Life,
You are the pulse of all that is.

And so, in amazement and awe, in wonder and celebration
we marvel at this mystery:
In you all things live and move and have being,
In all things, you live and move and express your Divine artistry;
And so we join with creation
in the eternal song of worship and wonder:
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**    GATHERING SONGS                                   Shout to the Lord (W&P 124)
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Only by Grace (W&P 112)



7          

Mighty To Save

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Everyone needs compassion,

Love that’s never failing;
Let mercy fall on me.

Everyone needs forgiveness,
The kindness of a Saviour,

The hope of nations.

(Refrain - All)
Saviour, he can move the mountains.

My God is mighty to save,
He is mighty to save.

Forever, Author of salvation,
He rose and conquered the grave,

Jesus conquered the grave.

(Verse 2 - All)
So take me as you find me,
All my fears and failures.

Fill my life again.
I give my life to follow
Everything I believe in.

Now I surrender.

(Refrain - All)
Saviour, he can move the mountains.

My God is mighty to save,
He is mighty to save.

Forever, Author of salvation,
He rose and conquered the grave,

Jesus conquered the grave.

(Bridge - Music Ministers / All)
Shine your light, and let the whole world see.

We’re singing
For the glory of the risen King:

Jesus.
Shine your light and let the whole world see.

We’re singing
For the glory of the risen King.
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(Refrain - All)
Saviour, he can move the mountains.

My God is mighty to save,
He is mighty to save.

Forever, Author of salvation,
He rose and conquered the grave,

Jesus conquered the grave.

Saviour, he can move the mountains.
My God is mighty to save,

He is mighty to save.
Forever, Author of salvation,

He rose and conquered the grave,
Jesus conquered the grave.

(All)
Shine your light, and let the whole world see.

We’re singing
For the glory of the risen King:

Jesus.
Shine your light and let the whole world see.

We’re singing
For the glory of the risen King.

CONFESSION
Brothers and sisters, let us confess to the holy and triune God, who lives in perfect relationship, 
one God in three persons, mutual and loving, ever seeking reconciliation and unity:

You have called us to live in your example of perfect love, which demands that we lay down our 
lives for our friends, yet we confess that our relationships are imperfect, and we are incomplete 
without you.  We are selfish and greedy; we are anxious and resentful.  We feel the shame of 
our foolish behavior and brokenness.  We have allowed sin to drive us apart from one another 
and from you.

Forgive us and restore us, draw us close and bind us together in your mercy.  May we long for 
wholeness and peace, may we strive toward gratitude and grace, in the saving name of your 
son, Jesus Christ, by the working of your Holy Spirit.  Amen.

FORGIVENESS
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.  By Je-
sus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.  Through Jesus, the bread of 
life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.  Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we 
praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in 
all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and 
love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
                                         

word
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,

Jesus interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

FIRST READING   Genesis 3:8-15
Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from God. Neither takes 
responsibility for their sin, instead blaming each other, the snake, and even God. The curse on 
the snake was understood as a messianic prophecy by the early church, who associated Eve’s 
“offspring” with Christ. 

A reading from the book of Genesis.

[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD 
God among the trees of the garden.But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, 
“Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, be-
cause I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have 
you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman 
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD 
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 
tricked me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 
cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall 
go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike 
his heel.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



10          

PSALM                Psalm 130
Wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love. (Ps. 130:7)

Out of the depths
  I cry to you, O LORD;
O LORD, hear my voice!
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
If you were to keep watch over sins,
  O LORD, who could stand?
Yet with you is forgiveness,
  in order that you may be feared. 
I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits;
  in your word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
  more than those who keep watch for the morning.
O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
  with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.
For the LORD shall redeem Israel
  from all their sins.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1
Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has prepared 
for us. So we do not despair no matter what life might bring because we know that as God 
raised Jesus from the dead, God promises to bring us into eternal life.

A reading from the second book of Corinthians.

Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I believed, 
and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, because we know that the one who 
raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his 
presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more 
people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. So we do not lose heart. Even 
though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. 
For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what 
can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.  For we know that if the 
earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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**   GOSPEL                     Mark 3:20-35
In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who is demon-
possessed can cast out demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by the Holy 
Spirit, siblings of Christ. 

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus went home;] 20and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the dis-
ciples] could not even eat. When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for 
people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” And the scribes who came down from 
Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 
And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 
If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided 
against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has risen up against him-
self and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. But no one can enter a strong 
man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the 
house can be plundered. “Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever 
blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have 
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”—for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”  
Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called 
him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your broth-
ers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” And he replied, “Who are my mother and my 
brothers?” And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor Jamie Vannoy
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**    APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY

GATHERING OF GIFTS

OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 
plenty.  Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.  Make us to be 
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.  Amen.
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MeaL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we come 
together around the table we discover that our differences are not something we just tolerate, 
but that our differences are indeed a blessing. So come, children of God, just as you are. Wher-
ever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are welcome here - here in this place, here in 
this community, here at this table. Come, children of God, come and remember. Remember the 
stories that Jesus’ friends tell: Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories 
of gathering both enemy and friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests 
revealing the face of the sacred.

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; gave it to 
his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine. Bless all of us in our eat-
ing and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize the risen Christ in 
our midst, indeed in one another .

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.  Come! 

HOLY COMMUNION

REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION
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**    TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.  As you 
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.  In your 
name we pray.  Amen.

sending
**    BLESSING

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you 
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your 
name we pray.  Amen.

**    SENDING HYMN                                                                                     Your Grace Is Enough

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Great is your faithfulness, O God;

You wrestle with the sinner’s restless heart.
You lead us by still waters into mercy,

And nothing can keep us apart.
So remember your people,  
Remember your children,

Remember your promise, O God.

(Refrain - Music Ministers)
Your grace is enough, 
Your grace is enough,

Your grace is enough for me.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers/All)
Great is your love and justice, God;
You use the weak to lead the strong.

You lead us in the song of your salvation,
And all your people sing along.
So remember your people,  
Remember your children,

Remember your promise, O God.
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(Refrain - All)
Your grace is enough, 
Your grace is enough,

Your grace is enough for me.

Your grace is enough, 
Your grace is enough,

Your grace is enough for me.

(All) 
Remember your people,

Remember your children,
Remember your promise, O God.

Your grace is enough, 
Your grace is enough,

Your grace is enough for me.

(All/Music Ministers)
Your grace is enough;

Heaven reaches out to us.
Your grace is enough for me.

Your grace is enough;
I’m covered in your love.

Your grace is enough for me.

**    DISMISSAL Assistant Minister
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Created, saved and gifted by God, we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ.  
Hallelujah!  Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE 

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two
Make a commitment to not only worship each week

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation
and seek out a way to serve our community.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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