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SEVENTEENTHSUNDAY AFTER FENTECOST

Introduction

Three weeks ago we heard John’s gospel’s version of Peter’s confession of faith. This week
we hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block
is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to
do with Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’
words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of “messiah”) in Mark only on the way to the cross
(14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.

Falling in Line

Itis never easy to think about bad things happening to the people we love. When unpleasant
topics like illness or death come up, we're likely to say things like, “Oh, let’s just not talk about
it,” or “It would never come to that!” So it is understandable that Peter scoffs when Jesus talks
about his own suffering. Peter cannot fathom it. We, too, have a difficult time understanding
God’s ways, and like Peter, we sometimes resist when confronted with a hard truth.

However, Jesus is unfazed. There are many ways to interpret what he says in reply: Maybe
it is a rebuke, calling Peter out when he got it wrong. It could be a protective statement, like
a parent calling out to their small child who has run too far ahead on the street; it may sound
harsh, but it is love. Or perhaps it could be Jesus calling his followers to fall in line—a call to
action. “We have places to go,” Jesus may be saying, “and you cannot fol-low from the front.”

Whatever the case, Jesus points to the cross and warns of its costs. For his disciples, it
will mean taking a stand against the powers of the world, perhaps even against their own
families. In our baptism, we are marked with that same cross, and Jesus calls us to the
same mission: to pick up our cross and follow him.

We live in a complicated world, and sometimes the path of discipleship is unclear. Sometimes
we get it wrong, or get a little too far ahead, or lose our way entirely. But we trust in Jesus,
our wise teacher, to lovingly correct us and set us on our way again. Through the cross, God
gives us life and gives us freedom to go out, confront unpleasant truths, and do whatever
we need to do for others. Nothing stands in our way.

** Indicates to stand as you are able.
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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS Pr. Steve Kimpel

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness
endures from generation to generation. Amen.

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your
presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We
fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own
benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We
sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through
Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us
live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our

hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING SONG Leaning on the Everlasting Arms (ELW 774)
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1 What a fel -low-ship, what a joy di- vine, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;

2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
3 What have 1 to dread, what have I to fear, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms?
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what a bless-ed-ness, what a peace 1s mine,lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
I  have bless-ed peace with my Lord so near, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain

e e, i
© " e, —e—
J | o~
This 1s the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - 1ia,

e e e ——
@:;,ﬁ_!i_"__d = ”I!P—‘—dd' o S ﬁd——r—ﬁt

al-le-lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1ia. 1 Wor -thy is Christ, the Lamb
0 & ; ;
A , I . —1 T
Gry ) el )l
( o o = = | o

who was slain, whose blood set us

04 Refrain

—
free to be peo - ple of God.

I S B —— = I :
I i —— H— —t |
SRS E e
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
I P~ | i e
GFr e T ed, o o 9 *egd | |
H | ! ! ‘ &
al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1a. 2Pow - er, rich-es, wis-dom, and
0 & . .
" r— I P— —
(o e e o ey~ B S A
P S e
strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
Refrain
#ﬁng_fi T+ s e T |
S —— = J_J_‘_d o aI- i a—
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
9 #u — | gt i ! ! ——
Gt e " oe, o |0 & # &,0 |
@—J—J—J i ; | . -
al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - ia. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of

6



*%

I‘? #ﬁ ! I — — | J = I | ™
{1 — T | i | P 4 1O o= ﬂ__P_ﬁ:
P | |

0e .
P’ IHU. | 1 I I 1 I i I |
ot Z2—— " —F++g—J+++—-4 P—e o
D - . - | @
glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A -  men.
Refrain
z?.\—_gﬁng_f_ = e — | |
I —— —— —— |
P = e
This i1s the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
n “ } ] } J | - }
s —— - I — ! ! P~
‘%BH_‘__. — \/l 2 O 77 i__r_i 7 m—
al-le -lu-1a, al-le -lu - 1a. 4 For the Lamb who was
0 & .
P . I ! I ! ! ] I I
F 4N o I | | I | | | I I - I
 {an T — ! | = | ! | 1 e O
A e i\_/‘l o |
slain has be - gun  his reign. Al -le - lu - ia.
Final refrain
g 'H'E* ! o Py = — — .
= P | | | &° | | I 1
I e = I |
¥ e —
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
Q #u I — g -~ I !
R R e~ ==~
Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-lu-1a, al -le - lu = ia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory
of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn
from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE



WORD

Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,
Jesus interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-9a
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s
reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus.
Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love.

A reading from the book of Isaiah.

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that | may know how to sustain the
weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those
who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and | was not rebellious, | did not turn
backward. | gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled
out the beard; | did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced; therefore | have set my face like flint, and | know that
| shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let
us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. Itis the Lord GOD
who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 116:1-9
| will walk in the presence of the LORD. (Ps. 116:9)

I love the LORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever | called.
The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me;
| came to grief and sorrow.
Then | called upon the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, | pray you, save my life.”
Gracious is the LORD and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.
The LORD watches over the innocent;
| was brought low, and God saved me.
Turn again to your rest, O my soul.
for the LORD has dealt well with you.
For you have rescued my life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling;
I will walk in the presence of the LORD
in the land | of the living.



SECOND READING James 3:1-12
This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to and
about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how we say
it are to reflect our faith.
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A reading from the book of James.

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we
who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Any-
one who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check
with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their
whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive
them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So
also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set
ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members
as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself
set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can
be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue—
a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we
curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing
and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from
the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters,
yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Mark 8:27-38
This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in the
narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah
Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by connecting
discipleship and the cross.

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that | am?” And they answered him, “John the
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who
do you say that | am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered
them not to tell anyone about him. Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must
undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,
and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things
but on human things.” He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
Those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and
for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and
forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed
of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will
also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
YOUTH MESSAGE
MESSAGE Pr. Steve Kimpel
HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus, Son of God

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)

You came down from heaven’s throne
This earth you formed was not your home
A love like this the world had never known.

A crown of thorns to mock your name.

Forgiveness fell upon your face.
A love like this the world had never known.

(Refrain - All)
On the altar of our praise,
Let there be no higher name:
Jesus, Son of God.
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You laid down your perfect life
You are the sacrifice,
Jesus, Son of God.

You are Jesus, Son of God.

(Verse 2 - All)
You took our sin, you bore our shame,
You rose to life, you defeated the grave,
And a love like this the world has never known.
‘Cause you took our sin, you bore our shame,
You rose to life, you defeated the grave
A love like this the world has never known.

(Refrain - All)

On the altar of our praise,
Let there be no higher name:
Jesus, Son of God.

You laid down your perfect life
You are the sacrifice,
Jesus, Son of God.

You are Jesus, Son of God.

(Music Ministers)
Be lifted higher than
All you’ve overcome.
Your name be louder
Than any other song
There is no power
That can come against your love.
The cross was enough,
The cross was enough,
The cross was enough

(All)

On the altar of our praise,
Let there be no higher name:
Jesus, Son of God.

You laid down your perfect life.
You are the sacrifice,
Jesus, Son of God.

On the altar of our praise,
Let there be no higher name:
Jesus, Son of God.
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You laid down your perfect life.
You are the sacrifice,
Jesus, Son of God.

You are Jesus, Son of God.

Be lifted higher than
All you’ve overcome.
Your name be louder
Than any other song
There is no power
That can come against your love.
The cross was enough,
The cross was enough,
The cross was enough,
The cross was enough,
The cross was enough.

**  NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

12
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church, God’s
good creation, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.
Each intercession concludes: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved child, Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

OFFERTORY
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

**  DIALOGUE
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their

unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
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With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh
in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy
Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most
High, one God, now and forever.
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A - men, a - men, a - men.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
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** LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN

Give Thanks (W&P 41)
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**  TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table. Send us
now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
**  BLESSING
God all mighty, God most merciful bless you, keep you, and give you peace.. Amen.
SENDING SONG Will You Come and Follow Me? (ELW 798)
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sound in you and you in me?”
grow in you and you in me.

**  DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
Created, Saved & Gifted by God, we Seek, Serve & Share Jesus Christ.

Hallelujah, Thanks Be To God.

POSTLUDE

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two

Make a commitment to not only worship each week
but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation
and seek out a way to serve our community.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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