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TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Introduction

Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we find
comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in favor of
the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are fending off the children
should challenge us as well. What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does?

Relationships over Rules

This gospel reading is one that hits everyone’s ears as uncomfortable. Divorce has touched
the lives of most listeners in some way, whether it's themselves, parents, siblings, children,
colleagues, or friends. We all know and understand the sting of pain that divorce can cause.
Holding this pain and naming its vulnerability in our lives might just be exactly what Jesus is
getting at in his reply to the Pharisees.

The Pharisees are testing Jesus once again. “Is it lawful . . . ?” Lawful, yes, but if that's the
sole focus, we miss the point. It's not primarily about the law; it's about relationship. In Jesus’
response to the Pharisees, he draws his listeners to the Creator and to relationships. Jesus
points to Genesis, where God sets the intention for relationships to be filled with love, respect,
and accountability. The law is there because we human beings fail to comprehend the value of
relationships.

Jesus’ seemingly absolute prohibition on divorce is not meant to justify staying in a harmful or
toxic relationship—quite the opposite. He is challenging the Pharisees to understand the damage
that is caused when we discard another human being. This hurt is the opposite of what God
intends for our relationships.

Jesus continues to draw his hearers into the power of loving relationships by welcoming children
and blessing them. One way to interpret his words is that one must receive the kingdom of God
the way one receives a little child. How we treat each other matters to God. God invites us into
relationships to see the belovedness in one another, to uplift each other, and to care for one
another. When a person is vulnerable like a child, this is exactly when we are to share grace
and love, not the sting of law.

** Indicates to stand as you are able.
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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS Pr. Steve Kimpel

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness
endures from generation to generation. Amen.

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your
presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We
fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own
benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We
sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through
Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us
live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our

hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen.
GATHERING SONG Lord, Listen to Your Children

(Refrain - All)

Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Something’s gonna happen
Like the world has never known
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.
A door’s gonna swing open,
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And the walls come a-tumbling down
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.

(Refrain - All)
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)
He’s gonna take over,
He’s gonna take control
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.
He’s gonna move the mountain.
He’s gonna make the waters roll
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.

(Refrain - All)
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

(Verse 3 - Music Ministers)
You’re gonna know it
When the Lord stretches out his hand
And the people of the Lord get down to pray.
There’s gonna be a brand new song
Of victory in this land
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.

(Refrain - All)
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

**  GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form
us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we
may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE



WORD

Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,
Jesus interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

FIRST READING Genesis 2:18-24
Genesis 2 stresses that people are not meant to live in isolation but in relationship. Out of love
for humanity, God creates them male and female, to provide companionship for each other
and to become with each other “one flesh.” The Hebrew words used here are ish (man) and
ishshah (woman).

A reading from the book of Genesis.

The LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him a helper
as his partner.” So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field and
every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and
whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to
all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there
was not found a helper as his partner. So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon
the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And
the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her
to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this
one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” Therefore a man leaves his
father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 8
You crown us with glory and honor. (Ps. 8:5)
O LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!—
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and
children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger.
When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,
human beings that you should care for them?
Yet you have made them little less than divine;
with glory and honor you crown them.
You have made them rule over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet:
all flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts of the field,
the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.
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O LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

SECOND READING Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12

*%

Quoting from the psalms, this passage from Hebrews emphasizes that Jesus, the one through
whom God created everything and who sits at God’s right hand, is also the one who experi-
enced human suffering and death in order to blaze the path of salvation for us.

A reading from the book of Hebrews.

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but
in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,
through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact
imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had
made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having
become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than
theirs. Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels.
But someone has testified somewhere, “What are human beings that you are mindful of
them, or mortals, that you care for them? You have made them for a little while lower than
the angels; you have crowned them with glory and honor, subjecting all things under their
feet.” Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is,
we do not yet see everything in subjection to them, but we do see Jesus, who for a little
while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the
suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. It was
fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to
glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For the one
who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is
not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying, “I will proclaim your name to my
brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation | will praise you.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God..
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GOSPEL Mark 10:2-16
Jesus announced and enacted in history the new reality of God’s surprising activity. These
two stories demonstrate this new reality: Women and children are accepted and valued, not
dismissed as inferior to adult men.

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his
wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a
man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” But Jesus said to them, “Because
of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. But from the beginning of
creation, ‘God made them male and female.” ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are
no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one sepa-
rate.” Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them,
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” People were bringing
little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to
them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children
come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.
Truly | tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never
enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
YOUTH MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pr. Steve Kimpel
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HYMN OF THE DAY Bind Us Together (W&P 18)
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*»*  APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

**  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and the whole cre-
ation.

A brief silence.
Each intercession concludes: God of grace,hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the saving grace you
freely give, both now and forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we come
together around the table we discover that our differences are not something we just tolerate,
but that our differences are indeed a blessing. So come, children of God, just as you are. Wher-
ever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are welcome here - here in this place, here in
this community, here at this table. Come, children of God, come and remember. Remember the
stories that Jesus’ friends tell: Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories
of gathering both enemy and friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests
revealing the face of the sacred.

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; gave it to
his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.”

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine. Bless all of us in our eat-
ing and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize the risen Christ in
our midst, indeed in one another .

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.
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COMMUNION HYMN Forthe Beauty of the Earth (ELW 879)
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**  TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table. Send us
now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

**  BLESSING

God all mighty, God most merciful bless you, keep you, and give you peace.. Amen.

SENDING SONG

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Great is your faithfulness, O God,;

You wrestle with the sinner’s restless heart.
You lead us by still waters into mercy,
And nothing can keep us apart.

So remember your people,
Remember your children,
Remember your promise, O God.

(Refrain - Music Ministers)
Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough,

Your grace is enough for me.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers/All)
Great is your love and justice, God;
You use the weak to lead the strong.
You lead us in the song of your salvation,
And all your people sing along.
So remember your people,
Remember your children,
Remember your promise, O God.

(Refrain - All)
Your grace is enough,

15

Your Grace Is Enough



Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough for me.

Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough for me.

(Al
Remember your people,
Remember your children,
Remember your promise, O God.

Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough for me.

(All/Music Ministers)
Your grace is enough;
Heaven reaches out to us.
Your grace is enough for me.

Your grace is enough;
I’m covered in your love.
Your grace is enough for me.

**  DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
Created, Saved & Gifted by God, we Seek, Serve & Share Jesus Christ.

Hallelujah, Thanks Be To God.

POSTLUDE

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two

Make a commitment to not only worship each week
but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation
and seek out a way to serve our community.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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