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twenty-seCond sunday after PenteCost

Introduction
Today’s gospel starts with disciples obsessing over who’s number one, which leads Jesus to 
say something about God’s take on importance and power. Here Jesus makes it explicit that the 
reversal of values in God’s community is a direct challenge to the values of the dominant culture, 
where wielding power over others is what makes you great. When we pray “your kingdom come” 
we are praying for an end to tyranny and oppression. We pray this gathered around the cross, 
a sign of great shame transformed to be the sign of great honor and service.

Savior from Scratch
Have you ever made something from scratch—a cake, a meal, a table? There is something 
special about the words “I baked this cake from scratch” or “It’s a family recipe” or “This is a 
hand-crafted solid-oak table.” You could have bought the cake from the store, ordered the same 
meal for delivery, or bought a table from a manufacturer, but you chose to give of your time and 
effort to make it yourself.
God made a savior from scratch. God could have popped into Jerusalem and declared, “Everyone 
is saved!” Or even had a full-grown man formed out of the dust ride into Jerusalem and get 
crucified. The gospels would be a lot shorter if this were how God worked. All those chapters and 
details about God’s Son that come before the Holy Week accounts are there to tell us something 
important about God and what God wants us to learn from Jesus: relationships.
In today’s gospel reading, you can almost see Jesus rolling his eyes over the disciples’ lack of 
understanding. James and John are acting like teenagers in a school cafeteria, trying to reserve 
themselves the best seats next to the coolest kid.
But Jesus says to them, “You do not know what you are asking.” Jesus shares with them the key 
to being his followers: it’s not about being first, coolest, or at the top of the hierarchy; it’s about 
serving. Once again, Jesus points us to relationships.
The cake is special because it was crafted carefully with love for someone special. The meal is so 
delicious because it was cooked with a family recipe passed down from generation to generation 
through relationships. Jesus is who he is because he built relationships with the disciples and 
those he met along the way. He sat with the woman at the well, held little children, and went fishing 
with his friends. Loving relationships that led him to the cross to make salvation from scratch.

** Indicates to stand as you are able.
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gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                      Pr. Bob Swanson

**    CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS           
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness 
endures from generation to generation.  Amen.

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your 
presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We 
fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own 
benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We 
sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through 
Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us 
live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen.    

**    GATHERING SONG          My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 597)
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**    GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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**    KYRIE                  Assistant Minister
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**    CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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**    PRAYER OF THE DAY
Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples on earth. Shape 
us into willing servants of your kingdom, and make us desire always and only your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
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word
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,

Jesus interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

FIRST READING   Isaiah 53:4-12
This reading is from the last of four passages in Isaiah that are often called “servant songs.” 
Christians are probably most familiar with this servant song. In light of Christian faith, the ser-
vant’s healing ministry and redemptive suffering are understood to be fulfilled in the life and 
death of Christ.
 

A reading from the book of Isaiah.

Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, 
struck down by God, and afflicted.  But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed 
for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we 
are healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the 
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before 
its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  By a perversion of justice he was taken 
away. Who could have imagined his future?  For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
stricken for the transgression of my people.  They made his grave with the wicked and his 
tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. When you make his life an offering for 
sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through him the will of the LORD 
shall prosper.  Out of his anguish he shall see light; he shall find satisfaction through his 
knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, and he shall bear 
their iniquities.  Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the 
spoil with the strong; because he poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the 
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM           Psalm 91:9-16
You have made the Lord your refuge, and the Most High your habitation. (Ps. 91:9)

Because you have made the LORD your refuge,
  and the Most  High your habitation,
no evil will befall you,
  nor shall affliction come near your dwelling.
For God will give the angels charge over you,
  to guard you in all your ways.
Upon their hands they will bear you up,
  lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
You will tread upon the lion cub and viper;
  you will trample down the lion and the serpent.
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I will deliver those who cling to me;
  I will uphold them, because they know my name.
They will call me, and I will answer them;
  I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them.
With long life will I satisfy them,
  and show them my salvation. 

SECOND READING                  Hebrews 5:1-10
Using imagery from scripture and from Jewish worship practices, Jesus is presented as the 
great high priest who was obedient to God’s saving plan. Through his suffering and death 
he has become the source of eternal salvation.

A reading from the book of Hebrews.

Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God 
on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with the igno-
rant and wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; and because of this he must 
offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. And one does not presume 
to take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was.  So also Christ 
did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to 
him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; as he says also in another place, “You 
are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.”  In the days of his flesh, Jesus 
offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able 
to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although 
he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made 
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been des-
ignated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

**    GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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**   GOSPEL                     Mark 10:35-45 
On the way to Jerusalem the disciples ask Jesus to grant them seats of honor. Jesus responds 
by announcing that he and his followers will “rule” through self-giving service.

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we 
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it you want me 
to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your 
left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you 
able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 
They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; 
and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right 
hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”  
When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called 
them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize 
as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so 
among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not 
to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pr. Bob Swanson
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                         Make Me a Servant (W&P 96) 
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**    APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

**    PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and the whole cre-
ation.

A brief silence.

Each intercession concludes: God of grace,hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the saving grace you 
freely give, both now and forever.   Amen.

OFFERTORY                                     
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MeaL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we come 
together around the table we discover that our differences are not something we just tolerate, 
but that our differences are indeed a blessing. So come, children of God, just as you are. Wher-
ever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are welcome here - here in this place, here in 
this community, here at this table. Come, children of God, come and remember. Remember the 
stories that Jesus’ friends tell: Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories 
of gathering both enemy and friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests 
revealing the face of the sacred.

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; gave it to 
his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine. Bless all of us in our eat-
ing and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize the risen Christ in 
our midst, indeed in one another .

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God. 
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**    COMMUNION HYMN                                               For the Beauty of the Earth (ELW 879)
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**    TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table. Send us 
now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

SENDING OF COMMUNION
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent. The presid-
ing minister may lead this prayer of sending.

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with 
those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strength-
en those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence 
through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



17          

sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

**    BLESSING   
God all mighty, God most merciful bless you, keep you, and give you peace..   Amen.

SENDING SONG                                                        All the People Said Amen  

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
You are not alone if you are lonely.

When you feel afraid, you’re not the only.
We are all the same - in need of mercy,

To be forgiven and be free.
It’s all you got to lean on,

But thank God it’s all you need.

(Refrain  -  All)
And all the people said, “amen.” Whoa!

And all the people said, “amen.”
Give thanks to the Lord, for his love never ends;

And all the people said, “amen.”

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)
If you’re rich or poor... well it don’t matter;

Weak or strong, you know love is what we’re after.
We’re all broken, but we’re all in this together.

God knows we stumble and fall,
And he so loved the world,

He sent his Son to save us all.

(Refrain  -  All)
And all the people said, “amen.” Whoa!

And all the people said, “amen.”
Give thanks to the Lord, for his love never ends;

And all the people said, “amen.”

(Bridge - Music Ministers / All)
Blessed are the poor in spirit who are torn apart;
Blessed are the persecuted and the pure in heart;
Blessed are the people hungry for another start,
For theirs is the kingdom, the kingdom of God.
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(Final Refrain - All)
And all the people said, “amen.” Whoa!

And all the people said, “amen.”
Give thanks to the Lord, for his love never ends;

And all the people said, “amen.”

And all the people said, “amen.” Whoa!
And all the people said, “amen.”

Give thanks to the Lord, for his love never ends;
And all the people said, “amen.”
And all the people said, “amen.”

**    DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
Created, Saved & Gifted by God, we Seek, Serve & Share Jesus Christ. 
Hallelujah, Thanks Be To God.

POSTLUDE

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two

Make a commitment to not only worship each week
but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation

and seek out a way to serve our community.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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Upcoming Commemorations

James of Jerusalem, martyr, died around 62
Wednesday, October 23, 2024

One of three early-church leaders named James, this man is identified in the New Testament and 
by a historian of the time as a brother of Jesus. Scholars are uncertain whether this means a blood 
brother. He was a leader of the church in Jerusalem.

Philipp Nicolai, died 1608; Johann Heermann, died 1647; 
Paul Gerhardt, died 1676; hymnwriters

Saturday, October 26, 2024
These great hymnwriters all worked in seventeenth-century Germany in times of war and plague. 
Nicolai, a pastor, lost 1,300 parishioners to plague, 170 in one week. He wrote “O Morning Star, 
how fair and bright” and “Wake, awake, for night is flying.” Heermann’s hymns, including “Ah, holy 
Jesus,” often express the emotions of faith. Gerhardt, perhaps the greatest Lutheran hymnwriter, 
was a pastor in Berlin.
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