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INTRODUCTION 

The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and 
whose sin is put away!” Happy are those who have “become the righteousness of God” 
in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God has “rolled 
away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the father at the return of his prodigal 
son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice! 

Less Grumbling, More Humbling 

Grumbling! The crowd around Jesus—the “in” crowd, that is—was grumbling. Grumbling 
because Jesus welcomed those who traditionally had been set apart: tax collectors and 
sinners. Who are those who cause us to grumble? Whose seemingly undeserved handout 
or unearned status change filled our hearts with resentment this week? Jesus speaks to us 
today because we too often see life as a game with winners and losers, points and 
playbooks, offense and defense. Can we open our hearts and minds to hear today’s 
humbling good news? God’s love is freely shared with all: we cannot earn it, we cannot 
deserve it. When we attend worship, we do so out of thanksgiving and praise for God’s 
glory, hunger and thirst for God’s word and sacrament. We do not attend worship to 
achieve some status within God’s kingdom. When we help a neighbor, share with a 
stranger, assist the afflicted, or acknowledge the overlooked we do so because Christ first 
did the same for us. We respond to God’s grace and mercy with our own feeble attempts 
to emulate God’s perfect love. It is challenging, exhausting, never-ending, perspective-
altering, radically humbling work. It’s work that is impossible to do without the 
inspiration of Christ, the nourishment of wine and bread, and the strength of the saints 
who have gone before us and with whom we walk Christ’s path today. Let us find those in 
our world who teach us about Christ’s unending reconciliation, so that we can all 
celebrate and rejoice as the family of God 

___________________________ 
** indicates to stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

**  PRELUDE 

**  WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS           Judy Treadway 

**  CONFESSION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

Compassionate One, 
you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 
but our lives do not always reflect you 
and your love for the world. 
We do not show others the tender compassion 
you have shown to us. 
We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality 
you grant to all people. 
We oppress others, 
even though you have set us free again and again. 
We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 
Transform our lives 
and guide us again in the way of the cross. 
Amen. 

**  FORGIVENESS 
God proclaims these words of assurance: 
Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the 
wandering ones home. In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s 
house forever. 
Amen. 
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**  GATHERING HYMN                                                               “Come As You Are” 

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers) 
Come out of sadness from wherever you've been. 

Come, broken-hearted, let rescue begin. 
Come, find your mercy.  O sinner, come, kneel; 

Earth has no sorrow that heaven can't heal, 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can't heal. 

(Refrain - Music Ministers) 
Lay down your burdens, lay down your shame. 

All who are broken, lift up your face. 
O wanderer, come home; 

You're not too far. 
So lay down your hurt, lay down your heart, 

Come as you are. 

(Verse 2 - All) 
There's hope for the hopeless 
And all those who've strayed. 

Come, sit at the table; come, taste the grace. 
There's rest for the weary, 

Rest that endures; 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can't cure. 

(Refrain - All / Music Ministers) 
Lay down your burdens, lay down your shame. 

All who are broken, lift up your face. 
O wanderer, come home; 

You're not too far. 
So lay down your hurt, lay down your heart, 

Come as you are. 
Come as you are. 
Fall in his arms. 

Come as you are. 

(Verse 3 - Music Ministers) 
There's joy for the mourning.  O sinner, be still. 

Earth has no sorrow that heaven can't heal, 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can't heal. 
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(Final Refrain - All / Music Ministers) 
So, lay down your burdens, lay down your shame. 

All who are broken, lift up your face. 
O wanderer, come home; 

You're not too far. 
So lay down your hurt, lay down your heart, 

Come as you are.  
Come as you are.  Come as you are.  Come as you are. 

**  GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

**  KYRIE            Assisting Minister 
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**  PRAYER OF THE DAY         Assisting Minister 
God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your 
mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table 
of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

**  PASSING OF THE PEACE 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

**  FIRST READING                               Joshua 5:9-12 
By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of 
the miraculous manna that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites 
symbolically bring their forty years of wilderness wandering to an end at Gilgal. 

A reading from Joshua. 

The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” 
And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 

While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on 
the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the passover, 
on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched 
grain.  The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the 
Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

**  PSALM                                         Psalm 32 
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord. (Ps. 32:11) 

 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 
 and whose sin is put away! 
 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, 
 and in whose spirit there is no guile!  
 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 
 because of my groaning all day long. 
 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 
 my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 
 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. 
  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the guilt     
of my sin. 
 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; 
 when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.  
 You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
 you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 
  I will guide you with my eye. 
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 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 
 who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 
  
Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 
  but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 
 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; 
  shout for joy, all who are true of heart.  

SECOND READING                           2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is transformed 
into newness. All mistakes, all deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled with Christ’s 
resurrection. This is Paul’s strong message to the congregation in the city of Corinth. 

A reading from 2 Corinthians. 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though 
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that 
way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed 
away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in 
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.  So we are ambassadors for 
Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God 

**  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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**  GOSPEL READING                                             Luke 15:1-3, 11b -32 
Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has 
spurned it. The grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for 
an older brother who believes it is his obedience that has earned his place in the 
father’s home. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners 
and eats with them.” 
   So he told them this parable: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of 
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to 
me.’ So he divided his property between them. A few days later the younger son 
gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his 
property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took 
place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired 
himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the 
pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and 
no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I 
will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like 
one of your hired hands.” ’ So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still 
far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms 
around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  But the father 
said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a 
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us 
eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found!’ And they began to celebrate. 
  “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, 
he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going 
on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, 
because he has got him back safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to 
go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, 
‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never 
disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I 
might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has 
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31 Then 
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the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 
But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has 
come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

**  YOUTH MESSAGE 

**  MESSAGE               Pastor Bob Swanson 

**  HYMN OF THE DAY             “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” 

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers) 
Amazing grace how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost, but now I'm found; 

Was blind, but now I see. 

(Verse 2 - All) 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved. 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed. 

(Refrain - All) 
My chains are gone, I've been set free. 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me, 

And like a flood his mercy rains, 
Unending love, amazing grace. 

(Verse 3 - All) 
The Lord has promised good to me. 

His word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 

(Refrain - All) 
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My chains are gone, I've been set free. 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me, 

And like a flood his mercy rains, 
Unending love, amazing grace. 

(Verse 4 - Music Ministers) 
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, 

The sun forbear to shine, 
But God who called me here below 

Will be forever mine, 
Will be forever mine. 
You are forever mine. 

(Refrain - All) 
My chains are gone, I've been set free. 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me, 

And like a flood his mercy rains, 
Unending love, amazing grace. 

My chains are gone, I've been set free. 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me, 

And like a flood his mercy rains, 
Unending love, amazing grace. 

**  APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
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 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

**  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION        Assisting Minister 
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those 
in need 

A brief silence. 

Each intercession concludes: 
God, in your mercy,, receive our prayer. 

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the 
name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.  Amen. 

**  GATHERING OF THE GIFTS 

**  OFFERTORY 

**  OFFERING PRAYER          Assisting Minister 
Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to 
the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to 
sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

**  DIALOGUE 
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God. 

**  THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we 
come together around the table we discover that our differences are not something 
we just tolerate, but that our differences are indeed a blessing.  So come, children of 
God, just as you are. Wherever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are 
welcome here - here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. Come, 
children of God, come and remember.  Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell: 
Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories of gathering both 
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enemy and friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests 
revealing the face of the sacred. 

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; 
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his 
disciples saying,  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine.  Bless all of us 
in our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize 
the risen Christ in our midst, indeed in one another. 

**  LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

**  INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All who are hungry, come! 
The feast of grace is spread. 

**  For those communing at home or in the pew: 
**  COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence 

The body of Christ given for you. 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Each person may respond: Amen. 

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior 
and Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to 
receive the elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, 
then you may do that also. 

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a 
gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving 
Communion. Also, if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is 
available upon request. For those choosing to remain in the pews, there are 
communion all-in-one cups containing grape juice available in the Narthex. 
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**  REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION 
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center 
ourselves on Christ, and reflect the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we 
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect 
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our 
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day. 

**  COMMUNION HYMN                      “One Bread, One Body” (ELW 496) 
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**  TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s 
grace.  Amen. 

**  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        Assisting Minister 
Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to 
set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might 
nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

**  SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.  
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending. 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word 
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us 
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

**  BLESSING 
God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, ☩ bless you 
now and forever. Amen. 
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**  SENDING HYMN               "My Life Flows on in Endless Song" (ELW 763) 
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**  DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Care for others as God cares for you. 
Created, saved and gifted by God,  we seek serve and share Jesus Christ.   
Thanks be to God! 

**  POSTLUDE 

_______________________________ 

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two 
Make a commitment not only to worship each week, 

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation 
and seek out a way to serve our community. 

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD 

_______________________________ 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
John Donne, poet, died 1631 

Monday, March 31, 2025 

After finishing his education at Oxford University, Donne seemed headed for a 
career in the English public service. But a series of circumstances led him into the 
ordained ministry. He is well known as a writer of both secular and sacred poetry. 

Benedict the African, confessor, died 1589 
Friday, April 4, 2025 

Born into slavery on the island of Sicily, Benedict lived as a hermit until the pope 
ordered all hermits to attach themselves to a monastery, at which time Benedict 
joined the Franciscans. Though illiterate, he was highly respected as a confessor 
and later superior of his community.
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