
CREATED, SAVED AND GIFTED BY GOD, 
WE SEEK, SERVE AND SHARE JESUS CHRIST. 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
APRIL 6, 2025 

10:30 AM  

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
901 EAST STROOP ROAD 

KETTERING, OHIO 45429-4688 
(937)298-0136 



INTRODUCTION 

Our God makes all things new. In the first reading, God promises it. In the gospel Mary 
anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of his 
burial. In the second reading, Paul recalls his transformation from the persecutor Saul into 
an apostle. In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises daily from the deadly mire of 
trespasses and sins. 

Facing Death 

Mary of Bethany recognizes Jesus’ mission: he has come to die. Perceiving the new thing 
God is doing, she embraces his death and pours out her devotion to Jesus in an 
extravagant act. The prophet beseeches the Israelites to forget the old pattern of salvation
—the dry way through the Red Sea. Now God will make a new way, a wet way, in a dry, 
barren, and death-filled place. 
On this Sunday in Lent, salvation lies not behind us but before us, through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. Mary’s action in the face of death is bold. She anoints a corpse, and 
in so doing honors Jesus’ vulnerability and his life. She models love for the other disciples 
and for us. 
By honestly facing the reality of death, we are more fully able to live honoring our own 
vulnerability and the humanity of others. We live with gratitude. We are more able to 
love one another and God extravagantly. However, in our culture, mortality is often 
avoided. The stench of death is removed through chemicals, and deceased bodies are 
cosmetically enhanced to appear as life-like as possible. 
Each day, we the baptized boldly face death, trusting that God has made a new way, a 
wet way, to travel from death to life. God in Christ has honored human vulnerability by 
becoming flesh and by laying down his own life. He is the new way through a dry, 
barren, and death-filled place. Because Christ Jesus has made them his own, the baptized 
walk wet through the desert places of this life, pouring out the whole of their lives, down 
to the very last hair, in extravagant love for God and for the people God has formed. 

___________________________ 
** indicates to stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

**  PRELUDE 

**  WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS           Judy Treadway 

**  CONFESSION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

Compassionate One, 
you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 
but our lives do not always reflect you 
and your love for the world. 
We do not show others the tender compassion 
you have shown to us. 
We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality 
you grant to all people. 
We oppress others, 
even though you have set us free again and again. 
We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 
Transform our lives 
and guide us again in the way of the cross. 
Amen. 

**  FORGIVENESS 
God proclaims these words of assurance: 
Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the 
wandering ones home. In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s 
house forever. 
Amen. 

3



**  GATHERING HYMN                                                         “The Wonderful Cross” 

(Verse 1) 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

(Verse 2) 
See from his head, his hands, his feet 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

(Refrain) 
O the wonderful cross, 
O the wonderful cross 

Bids me come and die and find 
That I may truly live. 

O the wonderful cross, 
O the wonderful cross! 

All who gather here by grace 
Draw near and bless your name. 

(Verse 3) 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were an offering far too small; 
Love — so amazing, so divine —  

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

(Refrain) 
O the wonderful cross, 
O the wonderful cross 

Bids me come and die and find 
That I may truly live. 

O the wonderful cross, 
O the wonderful cross! 

All who gather here by grace 
Draw near and bless your name. 
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**  GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

**  KYRIE            Assisting Minister 
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**  PRAYER OF THE DAY         Assisting Minister 
Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our 
desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our 
lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

**  PASSING OF THE PEACE 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

**  FIRST READING                             Isaiah 43:16-21 
The prophet declares that long ago God performed mighty deeds and delivered Israel 
from Egyptian bondage through the waters of the sea. Now, God is about to do a new 
thing, bringing the exiles out of Babylon and through the wilderness in a new Exodus. 

A reading from Isaiah. 

Thus says the Lord, 
  who makes a way in the sea, 
  a path in the mighty waters, 
 who brings out chariot and horse, 
  army and warrior; 
 they lie down, they cannot rise, 
  they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 
 Do not remember the former things, 
  or consider the things of old. 
  I am about to do a new thing; 
  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
 I will make a way in the wilderness 
  and rivers in the desert. 
 The wild animals will honor me, 
  the jackals and the ostriches; 
 for I give water in the wilderness, 
  rivers in the desert, 
 to give drink to my chosen people, 
  the people whom I formed for myself 
 so that they might declare my praise. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 PSALM                                       Psalm 126 
Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy.  

  When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
  then were we like those who dream. 
 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
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  Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.” 
 The Lord has done great things for us, 
  and we are glad indeed. 
 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
  like the watercourses of the Negeb 
 Those who sowed with tears 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

SECOND READING                              Philippians 3:4b-14 
Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his heritage and reputation could 
give him more reason than most people to place confidence in his spiritual pedigree. 
But the overwhelming grace of God in Jesus calls Paul to a new set of values. 

A reading from Philippians. 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born 
of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless. 
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More 
than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 
death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on 
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God 
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**  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

**  GOSPEL READING                                                            John 12:1-8 
Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s extravagant act of anointing Jesus’ feet 
with costly perfume. Jesus recognizes that her lavish gift is both an expression of love 
and an anticipation of his burial. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he 
had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and 
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him.  Mary took a pound of costly perfume 
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was 
filled with the fragrance of the perfume.  But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the 
one who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three 
hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” (He said this not because he 
cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and 
used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that 
she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you 
do not always have me.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

**  YOUTH MESSAGE 

**  MESSAGE               Pastor Bob Swanson 
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**  HYMN OF THE DAY                                           "I Give You My Heart" 

(Verse - Music Ministers) 
This is my desire: to honor you. 

Lord, with all my heart, I worship you. 
All I have within me, I give you praise. 

All that I adore is in you. 

(Refrain - All) 
Lord, I give you my heart, I give you my soul. 

I live for you alone. 
Every breath that I take, every moment I’m awake, 

Lord have your way in me. 

(Verse - Music Ministers) 
This is my desire: to honor you. 

Lord, with all my heart, I worship you. 
All I have within me, I give you praise. 

All that I adore is in you. 

(Refrain - All) 
Lord, I give you my heart, I give you my soul. 

I live for you alone. 
Every breath that I take, every moment I’m awake, 

Lord have your way in me. 

Lord, I give you my heart, I give you my soul. 
I live for you alone. 

Every breath that I take, every moment I’m awake, 
Lord have your way in me. 

**  APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
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 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

**  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION        Assisting Minister 
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those 
in need 

A brief silence. 

Each intercession concludes: 
God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the 
name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.  Amen. 

**  GATHERING OF THE GIFTS 

**  OFFERTORY 

**  OFFERING PRAYER          Assisting Minister 
Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to 
the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to 
sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

**  DIALOGUE 
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God. 

**  THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we 
come together around the table we discover that our differences are not something 
we just tolerate, but that our differences are indeed a blessing.  So come, children of 
God, just as you are. Wherever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are 
welcome here - here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. Come, 
children of God, come and remember.  Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell: 
Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories of gathering both 
enemy and friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests 
revealing the face of the sacred. 

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; 
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his 
disciples saying,  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine.  Bless all of us 
in our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize 
the risen Christ in our midst, indeed in one another. 

**  LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

**  INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All who are hungry, come! 
The feast of grace is spread. 
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**  For those communing at home or in the pew: 
**  COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence 

The body of Christ given for you. 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Each person may respond: Amen. 

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior 
and Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to 
receive the elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, 
then you may do that also. 

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a 
gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving 
Communion. Also, if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is 
available upon request. For those choosing to remain in the pews, there are 
communion all-in-one cups containing grape juice available in the Narthex. 

**  REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION 
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center 
ourselves on Christ, and reflect the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we 
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect 
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our 
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day. 

** ]  
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COMMUNION HYMN                                      "Be Thou My Vision" (ELW 793) 
 

**  TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s 
grace.  Amen. 

**  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        Assisting Minister 
Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to 
set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might 
nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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**  SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.  
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending. 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word 
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us 
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

**  BLESSING 
God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, ☩ bless you 
now and forever. Amen. 

**  SENDING HYMN                 "One Thing Remains (Your Love Never Fails)" 

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers) 
Higher than the mountains that I face. 
Stronger than the power of the grave, 
Constant in the trial and the change, 

One thing remains, one thing remains. 
Your love, your love, your love will never change. 

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers) 
On and on and on and on it goes. 

It overwhelms and satisfies my soul. 
And I never, ever have to be afraid. 

One thing remains, one thing remains. 

(Refrain - All) 
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me. 
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me. 
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me: 

Your love. 
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(Verse 3 - All) 
On and on and on and on it goes. 

It overwhelms and satisfies my soul. 
And I never, ever have to be afraid. 

One thing remains, one thing remains. 

(Refrain - All) 
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me. 
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me. 
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me: 

Your love. 

(Music Ministers/All) 
In death, in life, I’m confident and covered  

By the power of your great love. 
My debt is paid; There’s nothing that can separate my heart  

From your great love. 
In death, in life, I’m confident and covered  

By the power of your great love. 
My debt is paid; There’s nothing that can separate my heart  

From your great love. 

(Refrain - All) 
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me. 
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me. 
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me: 

Your love. 

In death, in life, I’m confident and covered  
By the power of your great love. 

My debt is paid; There’s nothing that can separate my heart  
From your great love, your love. 

(Final Verse - Music Ministers) 
Higher than the mountains that I face. 
Stronger than the power of the grave, 
Constant in the trial and the change, 

One thing remains, one thing remains: 
Your love. 
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**  DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Care for others as God cares for you. 
Created, saved and gifted by God,  we seek serve and share Jesus Christ.   
Thanks be to God! 

**  POSTLUDE 

_______________________________ 

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two 
Make a commitment not only to worship each week, 

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation 
and seek out a way to serve our community. 

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD 

_______________________________ 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
Albrecht Dürer, died 1528; Matthias Grünewald, died 1529; Lucas 

Cranach, died 1553; artists 
Sunday, April 6, 2025 

These great artists revealed through their work the mystery of salvation and the 
wonder of creation. Dürer's work reflected the apocalyptic spirit of his time. 
Though he remained a Roman Catholic, he was sympathetic to Martin Luther's 
reforming work. Grünewald's paintings are known for their dramatic forms, vivid 
colors, and depiction of light. Cranach's work includes many fine religious 
examples and several portraits of Martin Luther. Cranach was also widely known 
for his woodcuts. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian, died 1945 
Wednesday, April 9, 2025 

Bonhoeffer was a German theologian who wrote profoundly, yet in an accessible 
manner. In the Second World War, he became a leader of the Confessing Church in 
Germany that resisted the Nazi movement. Linked to a plot to kill Hitler, he was 
hanged shortly before the end of the war. 

Mikael Agricola, Bishop of Turku, died 1557 
Thursday, April 10, 2025 

Consecrated bishop of Turku, Finland, without the approval of the pope, Agricola 
began a reform along Lutheran lines. In only three years, he translated the New 
Testament and worship texts into Finnish, in the process establishing the rules of 
Finnish writing that are still used today.
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