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INTRODUCTION 

Today we follow Christ from triumphal entry to the cross, each waypoint of the journey 
marked by Jesus’ compassion for those who would betray, mock, accuse, or do violence 
to him. Though persecuted and beaten, Jesus the Son of God is not disgraced; instead, he 
asks forgiveness for those who put him to death. We have walked the Lenten pathway 
these forty days, each of us invited through baptism to “let the same mind be in you that 
was in Christ Jesus.” We enter this holy week accompanying Jesus to the cross with both 
grief and thanksgiving in our hearts, trusting in God’s redeeming love. 

A PLACE WITH JESUS 

The movement of this day—from shouts of praise to words of denial and cries for 
crucifixion—mirrors the path of discipleship. The lives of Jesus’ followers hang in the 
balance between faithfulness and betrayal. For Peter, the act of denial is subtle and 
insidious. He claims not to know Jesus; he claims to have no place as his disciple. On the 
surface it is seemingly harmless. It happens, and then is over in a moment. In reality, the 
harm is deep and lasting. Subtle but harmful denial happens in a split second as disciples 
compromise faith for the sake of self-protection—as they’re too embarrassed to give 
thanks; as someone knows how to help but fails to do so because it’s inconvenient; as 
resources are hoarded. While Peter withholds everything for his own sake, Jesus, for the 
sake of others, withholds nothing. As disciples fail to claim their place with Jesus, Jesus’ 
embrace claims them. From the cross, Jesus offers mercy wide enough to claim even 
those who do not know what they do. 

_______________________________ 
** indicates to stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

**  PRELUDE                             “The Holy City” 
by Stephen Adams and Frederic Weatherly 

Ed Thieman, tenor 

Last night I lay a-sleeping; there came a dream so fair: 
I stood in old Jerusalem, beside the temple there. 
I heard the children singing, and ever as they sang, 
I heard the voice of angels from heaven in answer rang. 

Jerusalem! Jerusalem! 
Lift up your gates, and sing, 
“Hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna to your King!” 

And then, I thought my dream was changed, the streets no longer rang, 
Hushed were the glad “Hosannas!” the little children sang. 
The sun grew dark with mystery, the morn was cold and chill, 
As the shadow of a cross arose upon a lonely hill. 

Jerusalem! Jerusalem! 
Hark! how the Angels sing, 
“Hosanna in the highest, 
Hosanna to your King!” 

And once again the scene was changed; new earth there seemed to be! 
I saw the Holy City beside the tideless sea; 
The light of God was on its streets; the gates were open wide, 
And all who would might enter, and no one was denied. 
No need of moon or stars by night, or sun to shine by day, 
It was the new Jerusalem, that would not pass away. 

Jerusalem! Jerusalem! 
Sing, for the night is o’er! 
“Hosanna in the highest, 
Hosanna for evermore!” 

**  WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

**  ACCLAMATION 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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**  PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL             Luke 19:28-40 
Entrance into the final days. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

After he had said this, Jesus went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 
 When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of 
Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as 
you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and 
bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs it.’ ” So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. As they 
were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They 
said, “The Lord needs it.” Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks 
on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks 
on the road. As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the 
whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all 
the deeds of power that they had seen, saying,  
 “Blessed is the king 
    who comes in the name of the Lord! 
  Peace in heaven, 
    and glory in the highest heaven!” 
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to 
stop.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

**  BLESSING OF PALMS 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

(A brief silence is kept.) 

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by 
those who spread garments and branches along his way.  Bless these branches and 
those who carry them.  Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so 
that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the 
same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 
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**  PROCESSIONAL HYMN       “All Glory, Laud and Honor” (ELW 344) 
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**  CONFESSION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

Compassionate One, you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our 
lives do not always reflect you and your love for the world.  We do not show others 
the tender compassion you have shown to us.  We do not welcome others with the 
radical hospitality you grant to all people.  We oppress others, even though you have 
set us free again and again.  We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.  Transform 
our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross.  Amen. 

**  FORGIVENESS 
God proclaims these words of assurance: 
Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the 
wandering ones home. In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s 
house forever.  Amen. 

**  LITANY FOR PALM SUNDAY 
Brothers and sisters: 
Be glad and rejoice, for Christ reigns: the King of love, the Lamb of God. 
Praise to the King!  Praise to the Lamb! 
Today, Jesus enters Jerusalem in triumph, fulfilling the ancient prophesy: 
The heir of David will arise to secure the future prosperity of Israel. 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!  Hosanna in the highest!” 
From David’s lineage, the Lord will anoint his Chosen One. 
By his justice and his righteousness, his authority will be made known. 
“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
His reign will break the rod of every oppressor and restore joy to the land. 
He will establish for his nation a peace that never ends. 
“Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
Hosanna to the Son of God! 
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**  GATHERING HYMN         “Hosanna!” 
Kris Turner, soloist 

(Refrain - Music Minister / All) 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! 

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers) 
King of Israel, welcome to our hearts: 

Here to reign in righteousness. 
O Ruler of our hearts, Ruler of our hearts, 

Now ascend your throne. 
You are the king of kings, Hosanna! 

(Refrain - Music Minister / All) 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! 

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers) 
To Jerusalem, to the sons of man, 

Riding on in gentle strength. 
Oh come to save your own, come to give your life. 

The Kingdom is at hand. 
You are the King of kings, Hosanna! 

(All) 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! 

(Refrain - Music Minister / All) 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! 

(Verse 3 - Music Ministers) 
King of Israel, welcome to our hearts: 

Here to reign in righteousness. 
O Ruler of our hearts, Ruler of our hearts, 

Now ascend your throne. 
You are the king of kings, Hosanna! 
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(Refrain - Music Minister / All) 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! 

**  GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

**  PRAYER OF THE DAY         Assisting Minister 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus 
Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable 
us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his 
resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching and song. 

**  FIRST READING              Isaiah 50:4-9a 
This text, the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah, speaks of the servant’s 
obedience amid persecution. Though the servant has been variously understood as the 
prophet himself or a remnant of faithful Israel, Christians have often recognized the 
figure of Christ in these poems. 

A reading from Isaiah. 

The Lord God has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
The Lord God has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
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I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 

The Lord God helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
It is the Lord God who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

**  PSALM        Psalm 31: “Father, into Your Hands” 
Angie Seltzer, cantor 

Verse 1 In you, O Lord, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame. 
  In your justice set me free. You will redeem me, O faithful God. 

Verse 2  To my foes I am a reproach, to my friends an object of dread 
  Those who see me in the street flee from me. 
  I am forgotten like a dish that is broken. 
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Verse 3 But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my God. 
  My life is in your hands; save me from the clutches of my enemies. 

Verse 4 Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your love.” 
  Be strong, let your heart take courage, all you who hope in the Lord. 

**  SECOND READING                Philippians 2:5-11 
Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Jesus’ humble obedience in 
his incarnation as a human being, even to death, and his exaltation and glory as Lord 
of all. 

A reading from Philippians. 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
  who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
  he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 

Word of God, word of life 
Thanks be to God. 
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**  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

**  GOSPEL READING                Luke 23:1-49 
Through the teachings and events of the passion story we see and hear the great 
contradictions that characterize the coming of God’s reign. The leader serves the 
followers, proud Peter is revealed in his cowardice, and Jesus—the innocent bringer of 
life—is arrested, beaten, executed, and buried. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. They began to 
accuse him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay 
taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.” Then Pilate 
asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He answered, “You say so.” Then Pilate 
said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation against this 
man.” But they were insistent and said, “He stirs up the people by teaching 
throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place.” 

   When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he 
learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was 
himself in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had 
been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and was 
hoping to see him perform some sign. He questioned him at some length, but Jesus 
gave him no answer. The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing 
him.    Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then 
he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. That same day Herod and 
Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies. 

   Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and said to 
them, “You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I 
have examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of 
your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he 
has done nothing to deserve death. I will therefore have him flogged and release him.” 
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  Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us!”  
(This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place 
in the city, and for murder.) Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; but 
they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” A third time he said to them, “Why, what 
evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; I will 
therefore have him flogged and then release him.” But they kept urgently demanding 
with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their voices prevailed. So Pilate gave 
his verdict that their demand should be granted. He released the man they asked for, 
the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed Jesus 
over as they wished. 

   As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from 
the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. A 
great number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were 
beating their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, 
and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ Then they will 
begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do 
this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 
   Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him.  
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his 
clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, 
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 
The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, “If 
you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, 
“This is the King of the Jews.” 
  One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you 
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you 
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we 
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our 
deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be 
with me in Paradise.” 

   It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two.  
Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my 
spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. When the centurion saw what had taken 
place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.” And when all the 
crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they 
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returned home, beating their breasts. But all his acquaintances, including the women 
who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

**  YOUTH MESSAGE 

**  MESSAGE              Pastor Bob Swanson 

**  HYMN OF THE DAY           “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” 

**  APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
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 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

**  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those 
in need 

A brief silence. 

Each intercession concludes: 
God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the 
name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.  Amen. 

**  GATHERING OF THE GIFTS 

**  OFFERTORY               “Jesus, the Lord” 
text from Philippians 2:5-11, Acts 17:28; para. Roc O’Connor, SJ 

Music by Roc O’Connor, SJ 
Duane Tackis, tenor 

Mark Shoemaker, baritone 
Men of the GSLC Music Ministry 

Jesus! 
Let all creation bend the knee 
To the Lord. 

In him, we live; 
We move and have our being; 
In him, the Christ; in him, the King! 
Jesus, the Lord. 

Though Son, 
He did not cling to godliness, 
But emptied himself, became a slave! 
Jesus, the Lord. 
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He lived 
Obediently his Father’s will, 
Accepting his death, death on a tree! 
Jesus, the Lord. 

**  OFFERING PRAYER 
Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to 
the world.  As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to 
sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

**  GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God. 

**  WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we 
come together around the table we discover that our differences are not something we 
just tolerate, but that our differences are indeed a blessing.  So come, children of God, 
just as you are. Wherever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are welcome 
here - here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. Come, children of 
God, come and remember.  Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell: Stories of 
bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories of gathering both enemy and 
friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests revealing the face of 
the sacred. 

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; 
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his 
disciples saying,  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine.  Bless all of us in 
our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize the 
risen Christ in our midst, indeed in one another. 
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**  LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

**  INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All who are hungry, come! 
The feast of grace is spread. 

For those communing at home or in the pew: 
**  COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence 

The body of Christ given for you. 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Each person may respond: Amen. 

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior 
and Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to 
receive the elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, 
then you may do that also. 

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a 
gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving 
Communion. Also, if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is 
available upon request. For those choosing to remain in the pews, there are 
communion all-in-one cups containing grape juice available in the Narthex. 

**  REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION 
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center 
ourselves on Christ, and reflect the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we 
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect 
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our 
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day. 
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**  COMMUNION HYMN           “Lamb of God” (ELW 336) 

**  TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s 
grace.  Amen. 
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**  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to 
set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might 
nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

**  SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.  
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending. 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word 
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us 
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

**  BLESSING 
God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, ☩ bless you 
now and forever. Amen. 

**  SENDING HYMN                “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (ELW 351) 
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**  DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 
Created, saved and gifted by God, we seek serve and share Jesus Christ.   
Thanks be to God! 

**  POSTLUDE 
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“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two 
Make a commitment not only to worship each week, 

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation 
and seek out a way to serve our community. 

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD 

___________________________________________________________________ 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian, died 1945 
Wednesday, April 9, 2025 

Bonhoeffer was a German theologian who wrote profoundly, yet in an accessible manner. 
In the Second World War, he became a leader of the Confessing Church in Germany that 
resisted the Nazi movement. Linked to a plot to kill Hitler, he was hanged shortly before 
the end of the war. 

Mikael Agricola, Bishop of Turku, died 1557 
Thursday, April 10, 2025 

Consecrated bishop of Turku, Finland, without the approval of the pope, Agricola began a 
reform along Lutheran lines. In only three years, he translated the New Testament and 
worship texts into Finnish, in the process establishing the rules of Finnish writing that are 
still used today. 

Olavus Petri, priest, died 1552;  
Laurentius Petri, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1573;  

renewers of the church 
Saturday, April 19, 2025 

These two brothers studied with Luther at the University of Wittenberg and then returned 
to their native Sweden to introduce the Lutheran reforms. Olavus published a catechism 
and hymnal; Laurentius was a professor who defended the office of bishop and later 
became one. 
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