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INTRODUCTION

The disciples make a big splash and eat breakfast with the risen Jesus. Wading in the
water (remembering baptism) and eating with Jesus (celebrating holy communion) is our
weekly encounter with the risen Christ. Jesus asks us again and again: Do you love me?
And Jesus invites us, again and again, to follow him, bringing the Easter life to others.

Do You Love Me? Follow Me

When we encounter Jesus, we are changed and will never be the same. Jesus can be
revealed in a blinding light on the road, in an abundance of fish, in breakfast on the
beach. God uses all sorts of surprising things—bread, wine, water, words of forgiveness—
to convert us. Like baptism, this conversion is both a once-in-a-lifetime, life-changing
event and a daily process—a change that comes again and again, like Jesus’ question to
Peter: “Do you love me?” Again and again, Jesus calls us to follow him. For Saul, the
journey doesn’t end with the blinding light on the road. For Peter, the journey doesn’t end
with breakfast on the beach. Conversion sets each of them, and each of us, on a path that
continues for the rest of our life on earth—and leads into life eternal.

** indicates to stand as you are able.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Judy Treadway

** THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
In the name of + the One who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let
us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Holy God,

we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that make a people your own,

that restore to wholeness,

and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,

waters that strengthen believers

and give new life to beloved servants of your church;
waters that extend your boundless love

and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that open the hearts of believers

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path,
rejoicing in the Spirit’s power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.



Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these
waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the
Crucified and Risen One. Amen.

** GATHERING HYMN “All the Earth Will Sing Your Praises”

(Refrain - Music Ministers)
You lived. You died.
You said in three days you would rise.
You did. You're alive.

(Music Ministers / All)
You rule. You reign.
You said you're coming back again.
| know that you will,
And all the earth will sing your praises.
All the earth will sing your praises.

Interlude

(Verse - Music Ministers)
You took, you take our sins away, O God;
You give, you gave your life away for us.
You came down, you saved us through the cross;
Our hearts are changed because of your great love.

(Refrain - All)
You lived. You died.
You said in three days you would rise.
You did. You're alive.

You rule. You reign.
You said you’re coming back again.
I know that you will,
And all the earth will sing your praises.

Interlude

(Refrain - All)
You lived. You died.
You said in three days you would rise.
You did. You're alive.
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You rule. You reign.
You said you’re coming back again.
I know that you will,

And all the earth will sing your praises.
All the earth will sing your praises.
All the earth will sing your praises.
All the earth will sing your praises.

** GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

** KYRIE Assisting Minister

Assisting minister:
In peace, in peace, let us pray to the...

Congregation:
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Assisting minister:
For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world;
for the unity of all, let us pray to the...

Congregation:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Assisting minister:
For your people here, who have come to give you praise;
for the strength to live your Word, let us pray to the...

Congregation:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Assisting minister:
Help, save, and defend us, O God.

Congregation:
= |
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** CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Verse 3
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** PRAYER OF THE DAY Assisting Minister

Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your
majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire
us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

** PASSING OF THE PEACE



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]

Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the Way of
Christ. This reading recounts the story of his transformation beginning with an
encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus.

A reading from Acts.

Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the
high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he
found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light
from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to
him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The
reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and
you will be told what you are to do.” The men who were traveling with him stood
speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the
ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the
hand and brought him into Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and
neither ate nor drank.

Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a
vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here | am, Lord.” The Lord said to him, “Get up and
go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus
named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” But
Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much evil he
has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests
to bind all who invoke your name.” But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an
instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and
before the people of Israel; | myself will show him how much he must suffer for the
sake of my name.” So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul
and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then
he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began
to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”]

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 30
You have turned my wailing into dancing.

| will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.

O Lord my God, I cried out to you,

and you restored me to health.

You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead;

you restored my life as | was going down to the grave.
Sing praise to the Lord, all you faithful;

give thanks in holy remembrance.

God’s wrath is short; God'’s favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning.
While | felt secure, | said,

“] shall never be disturbed.

You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and | was filled with fear.

I cried to you, O Lord;

I pleaded with my Lord, saying,

“What profit is there in my blood, if | go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me;

O Lord, be my helper.”

You have turned my wailing into dancing;

you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;

O Lord my God, I will give you thanks forever.

SECOND READING Revelation 5:11-14
The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship around
the throne. At its center is “the Lamb who was slain.”

A reading from Revelation.

Then | looked, and | heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the
living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, singing with full voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might

and honor and glory and blessing!”

Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the
sea, and all that is in them, singing,
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“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb

be blessing and honor and glory and might

forever and ever!”

And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

** GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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** GOSPEL READING John 12:1-8

The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first called.
After echoes of the fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder of the cost
of a disciple’s love and obedience.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

After he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem, Jesus showed himself again to the
disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. Gathered there
together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the
sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, “I am
going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into
the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it
was Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered
him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will
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find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there
were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was
naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging
the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and
bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” So
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-
three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to
them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who
are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave
it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus
appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” A second time he said to him, “Simon son of
John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” Jesus
said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do
you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love
me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that | love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you
used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old,
you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and
take you where you do not wish to go.” (He said this to indicate the kind of death by
which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH MESSAGE
MESSAGE Pastor Bob Swanson
** HYMN OF THE DAY “Forever (We Sing Hallelujah)”

(Verse 1 - Praise Team)
The moon and stars - they wept,
The morning sun was dead;
The Savior of the world was fallen.
His body on the cross,
His blood poured out for us;
The weight of every curse upon him.
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(Verse 2 - Women)
One final breath he gave
As heaven looked away;
The Son of God was laid in darkness.
A battle in the grave,
The war on death was waged;
The power of hell forever broken.

(Verse 3 - Praise Team)
The ground began to shake,
The stone was rolled away;

His perfect love could not be overcome.
Now, death, where is your sting?
Our resurrected King
Has rendered you defeated.

(Refrain - Praise Team/All)
Now, forever he is glorified;
Forever he is lifted high.
And forever he is risen;
He is alive, and he is alive.

Now, forever he is glorified;
Forever he is lifted high.
And forever he is risen;

He is alive, and he is alive.

(Verse 4 - Men)
The ground began to shake,
The stone was rolled away;

His perfect love could not be overcome.
Now, death, where is your sting?
Our resurrected King
Has rendered you defeated.

(Refrain - All)

Now, forever he is glorified;
Forever he is lifted high.
And forever he is risen;

He is alive, and he is alive.
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(Praise Team / All)
We sing hallelujah,
We sing hallelujah,
We sing hallelujah;

The Lamb has overcome.

We sing hallelujah,

We sing hallelujah,

We sing hallelujah;
The Lamb has overcome.

We sing hallelujah,

We sing hallelujah,

We sing hallelujah;
The Lamb has overcome.

We sing hallelujah,
We sing hallelujah,
We sing hallelujah.

(Ending - Praise Team)
And now, death, where is your sting?
Our resurrected King,
He’s overcome,
He'’s overcome.

** APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
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the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

** PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Assisting Minister

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Each petition concludes:
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always
with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

GATHERING OF THE GIFTS
OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER Assisting Minister
Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to
the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to
sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

** DIALOGUE
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God.

** THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we
come together around the table we discover that our differences are not something
we just tolerate, but that our differences are indeed a blessing. So come, children of
God, just as you are. Wherever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are
welcome here - here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. Come,
children of God, come and remember. Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell:
Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories of gathering both
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enemy and friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests
revealing the face of the sacred.

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it;
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his
disciples saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine. Bless all of us
in our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize
the risen Christ in our midst, indeed in one another.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All' who are hungry, come!
The feast of grace is spread.

For those communing at home or in the pew:
COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence
The body of Christ given for you.

The blood of Christ shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior
and Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to
receive the elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing,
then you may do that also.

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a
gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving
Communion. Also, if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is
available upon request. For those choosing to remain in the pews, there are
communion all-in-one cups containing grape juice available in the Narthex.
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REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION

As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center
ourselves on Christ, and reflect the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day.

LAMB OF GOD
Congregation: Congregation or Assistant:
f) [ee——
9
P L ——— e ® o ‘)
Q) e /}

Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the
you break thechains of ha - tred and
you are the way of jus-tice and
you are the way of mer-cy and

A Congregation:
# 77 N j = %
\\Q_)V 2 y : ) [ - @ ‘_i
world: have mer - cy on us, mer - Cy on us,
fear:
eace: .
fove. Final Stanza
A Congregation or Assistant:
9) —p———
& WMk I | 7] )
G ] =i
'y ® 1J <
mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you
A Congregation:
A\ N A\
G e e -t
o) e
take a - way the sins of the world: grant  us peace,
f)
}
. |
©
grant us peace, grant us peace.

17



ok

kok

kok

COMMUNION HYMN "Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ" (ELW 674)
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TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God'’s
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Assisting Minister
Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to
set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might
nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending.

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

** BLESSING
God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, + bless you
now and forever. Amen.

** SENDING HYMN "Thine Is the Glory" (ELW 376)
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** DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Created, saved and gifted by God, we seek serve and share Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

“W + 2” = WORSHIP PLUS TWO

MAKE A COMMITMENT NOT ONLY TO WORSHIP EACH WEEK,
BUT ALSO TRY TO FIND A WAY TO SERVE IN THE CONGREGATION
AND SEEK OUT A WAY TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Monica, mother of Augustine, died 387
Sunday, May 4, 2025

Monica was married to a pagan husband who was ill-tempered and unfaithful, but
whom she helped bring into the Christian faith. She repeated the influence on her
son Augustine, who went on to become one of the greatest church teachers.

Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church, died around 1416
Thursday, May 8, 2025

When she was about thirty years old, Julian (or Juliana) reported visions that she
later compiled into a book, Sixteen Revelations of Divine Love, now a classic of
medieval mysticism. The visions declared that love was the meaning of religious
experience, provided by Christ who is love, for the purpose of love

Victor the Moor, martyr, died 303 (TFF)
Thursday, May 8, 2025

Also known as Victor Maurus, this native of the northwest African nation of
Mauritania was a soldier in the Roman Praetorian Guard. Under the persecution of
Maximian, Victor died for his faith at Milan.

Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church,
hymnwriter, died 1760
Friday, May 9, 2025

When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on Zinzendorf's
land. He agreed, and eventually worldwide Moravian missions emanated from this
community. Zinzendorf participated in these missions, and is also remembered for
writing hymns characteristic of his Pietistic faith.
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