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INTRODUCTION

This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific nature of sin. The church’s
repeated celebration of holy communion counters that tragic reality in a continued
showing forth of the death of Jesus until he comes again. It is a dramatic declaration of
“how much God has done for you.”

PROCLAIMING HOW MUcCH JEsUs HAS DONE

We feel powerless when life’s storms rage about us. Despite our best efforts, we cannot
navigate those dangers without the hand of God to guide and free us.

In the gospel, the man with demons was unable to help himself. His affliction had caused
him to be chained and shackled by his community. Yet even that could not control the
raging evil within him. He remained helpless and ostracized on his own until he was
emancipated by the power of God in Christ. Even though he was an outsider from the
land of the Geresenes, Jesus came to his aid. He cast out the legion of demons in the man
and sent them into the nearby herd of pigs, who then flung themselves off the bank.
Though that dramatic event caused fear and confusion, the man was at last set free and
commissioned by Jesus as a witness to his stunning liberation.

Paul reflects on the human condition of being “imprisoned” and “guarded” and the
necessity of Christ to restore us. He reminds us of the power of our baptism to free and
unite us. The text goes on to make the radically inclusive statement that there is no longer
“Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all
of you are one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28).

Together, these texts recount the journey of faith from bondage to freedom, from
separation to unity, from death to new life. And this is a path open to all, no matter who
we are or from whence we've come. The scriptures energize us to join that man in the
gospel who went out proclaiming “how much Jesus had done for him,” even to those
who would rather not hear it.

** indicates to stand as you are able.



PRELUDE

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Judy Treadway

CALL TO WORSHIP “Just as | Am, without One Plea”
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** OPENING LITANY

God who is One, you call us to be one.

Make us one with all you have made in your image.
God who is Three, you call us to be community.
May we work hand-in-hand to build your kingdom.
God of all time and space, you call us your children.
May find our place in your eternal family.

** GATHERING SONGS
“I Lift My Hands”

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Be still; there is a healer.
His love is deeper than the sea.
His mercy is unfailing,
His arms: a fortress for the weak.
Let faith arise. Let faith arise.

(Refrain - All)
I lift my hands to believe again.
You are my refuge, you are my strength;
As | pour out my heart, these things | remember.
You are faithful, God, forever.

(Verse 2 - All)

Be still; there is a river
That flows from Calvary’s tree,
A fountain for the thirsty,
Your grace that washes over me.
Let faith arise. Let faith arise.

(Refrain - All)
I lift my hands to believe again.
You are my refuge, you are my strength;
As | pour out my heart, these things I remember.
You are faithful, God, forever.

I lift my hands to believe again.
You are my refuge, you are my strength;
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As | pour out my heart, these things I remember.
You are faithful, God, forever.

(Music Ministers/All)

Let faith arise, let faith arise.
Open my eyes, open my eyes.
Let faith arise, let faith arise.
Open my eyes, open my eyes.

(Final Refrain - All/Music Ministers)
I lift my hands to believe again.
You are my refuge, you are my strength;
As | pour out my heart, these things | remember.
You are faithful, God. You're faithful, God, forever.
Let faith arise, let faith arise.

“l Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”
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“Mighty To Save”

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Everyone needs compassion,
Love that's never failing;
Let mercy fall on me.
Everyone needs forgiveness,
The kindness of a Saviour,
The hope of nations.

(Refrain - All)
Saviour, he can move the mountains.
My God is mighty to save,
He is mighty to save.
Forever, Author of salvation,
He rose and conquered the grave,
Jesus conquered the grave.

(Verse 2 - All)

So take me as you find me,
All my fears and failures.
Fill my life again.

I give my life to follow
Everything I believe in.
Now I surrender.

(Refrain - All)
Saviour, he can move the mountains.
My God is mighty to save,
He is mighty to save.
Forever, Author of salvation,
He rose and conquered the grave,
Jesus conquered the grave.

(Bridge - Music Ministers / All)
Shine your light, and let the whole world see.
We're singing
For the glory of the risen King: Jesus.
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Shine your light and let the whole world see.
We're singing
For the glory of the risen King.

(Refrain - All)
Saviour, he can move the mountains.
My God is mighty to save,
He is mighty to save.
Forever, Author of salvation,
He rose and conquered the grave,
Jesus conquered the grave.

Saviour, he can move the mountains.
My God is mighty to save,
He is mighty to save.
Forever, Author of salvation,
He rose and conquered the grave,
Jesus conquered the grave.

(All)
Shine your light, and let the whole world see.
We're singing
For the glory of the risen King:
Jesus.
Shine your light and let the whole world see.
We're singing
For the glory of the risen King.



** CONFESSION
In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

** FORGIVENESS
You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of + Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

** PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy set
us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

** PASSING OF THE PEACE



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING Isaiah 65:1-9
The prophet announces God’s impatience. The people’s self-absorption is idolatry, and
images of practices that displease God fill this reading. Like a vintner who crushes the

grape to release the wine, God will use Israel’s exile to establish a new community of
the faithful.

A reading from Isaiah.

| was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask,
to be found by those who did not seek me.

| said, “Here | am, here | am,”

to a nation that did not call on my name.

| held out my hands all day long

to a rebellious people,

who walk in a way that is not good,

following their own devices;

a people who provoke me

to my face continually,

sacrificing in gardens

and offering incense on bricks;

who sit inside tombs,

and spend the night in secret places;

who eat swine’s flesh,

with broth of abominable things in their vessels;
who say, “Keep to yourself,

do not come near me, for | am too holy for you.”
These are a smoke in my nostrils,

a fire that burns all day long.

See, it is written before me:

| will not keep silent, but | will repay;

| will indeed repay into their laps
their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together,

says the Lord;

because they offered incense on the mountains
and reviled me on the hills,

| will measure into their laps

full payment for their actions.



Thus says the Lord:

As the wine is found in the cluster,

and they say, “Do not destroy it,

for there is a blessing in it,”

so | will do for my servants’ sake,

and not destroy them all.

| will bring forth descendants from Jacob,
and from Judah inheritors of my mountains;
my chosen shall inherit it,

and my servants shall settle there.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 22:19-28
In the midst of the assembly I will praise you. (Ps. 22:22)

But you, O Lord, be not far away;

O my help, hasten to my aid.

Deliver me from the sword,

my life from the power of the dog.

Save me from the lion’s mouth!

From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.

I will declare your name to my people;

in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.

You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the Lord, all you offspring of Israel.

For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is
the Lord’s face hidden from them;

but when they cry out, the Lord hears them.

From you comes my praise in the great assembly;

| will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord.

The poor shall eat and be satisfied,

Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live forever!
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;

all the families of nations shall bow before God.

For dominion belongs to the Lord,

who rules over the nations.
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SECOND READING Galatians 3:23-29
For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that unites people not only with God but with
other believers. Those who call themselves children of God experience a
transformation that removes prejudices of race, social class, or gender in favor of true
unity in Christ.

A reading from Galatians.

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith
would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that
we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject
to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As
many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There
is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

** GOSPEL READING Luke 8:26-39
Jesus” mission includes foreigners and his authority extends to the casting out of
demons. Some who witness Jesus” work are seized with confusion and fear, but the
man who was healed is commissioned to give testimony to God’s mercy and power.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then Jesus and his disciples arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite
Galilee. As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a
long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs.
When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice,
“What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? | beg you, do not
torment me”—for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man.
(For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains
and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the
wilds.) Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many
demons had entered him. They begged him not to order them to go back into the
abyss.

Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged
Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the demons came out
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of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the
lake and was drowned.

When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and
in the country. Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they
came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet
of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. Those who had seen it
told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. Then
all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them;
for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. The man
from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent
him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for
you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for
him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH MESSAGE
MESSAGE Pastor Bob Swanson

** APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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** PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Assisting Minister

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of
the church, the world, and all creation.

A brief silence.

Each petition concludes:
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
GATHERING OF THE GIFTS

OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER Assisting Minister

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is
plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that
we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

** GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God.

** WORDS OF INSTITUTION

And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we
come together around the table we discover that our differences are not something
we just tolerate, but that our differences are indeed a blessing. So come, children of
God, just as you are. Wherever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are
welcome here - here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. Come,
children of God, come and remember. Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell:
Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories of gathering both
enemy and friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests
revealing the face of the sacred.
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On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it;
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his
disciples saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine. Bless all of us
in our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize
the risen Christ in our midst, indeed in one another.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.

For those communing at home or in the pew:
COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence
The body of Christ given for you.

The blood of Christ shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior
and Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to
receive the elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing,
then you may do that also.

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a
gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving
Communion. Also, if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is
available upon request. For those choosing to remain in the pews, there are
communion all-in-one cups containing grape juice available in the Narthex.
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REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION

As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center
ourselves on Christ, and reflect the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day.

** TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s
grace. Amen.

** PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Assisting Minister
Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love
in Jesus’ name. Amen.

** SENDING OF COMMUNION
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending.

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

** BLESSING
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit + bless you and give you peace. Amen.
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** SENDING HYMN
“Only a God Like You”

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
For the praises of man
| will never ever stand;

For the kingdoms of this world
I'll never give my heart away
Or shout my praise.

My allegiance and devotion,
My heart's desire and all emotion
Go to serve the Man
Who died upon that tree.

(Refrain - All)

Only a God like you
Could be worthy of my praise
And all my hope and faith;
To only a King of all kings
Do | bow my knee and sing,
Give my ev’rything.
Only a God like you
Could be worthy of my praise
And all my hope and faith;
To only a King of all kings
Do | bow my knee and sing,
Give my ev’rything.

To only my Maker, my Father, my Savior,
Redeemer, Restorer, Rebuilder, Rewarder -
To only a God like you
Do I give my praise.

(Verse 2 - All)
For the praises of man
I will never ever stand;
For the kingdoms of this world
I'll never give my heart away
Or shout my praise.
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My allegiance and devotion,
My heart's desire and all emotion
Go to serve the Man
Who died upon that tree.

(Refrain - All)

Only a God like you
Could be worthy of my praise
And all my hope and faith;
To only a King of all kings
Do | bow my knee and sing,
Give my ev'rything.
Only a God like you
Could be worthy of my praise
And all my hope and faith;
To only a King of all kings
Do | bow my knee and sing,
Give my ev'rything.

To only my Maker, my Father, my Savior,
Redeemer, Restorer, Rebuilder, Rewarder -
To only a God like you
Do | give my praise.

(Verse 3 - Music Ministers)
Only the God who left his throne above,
He came to live with us,
Came to be one of us;
To only the One
Who stopped to heal that blind man,
Took the time to save that one lost lamb;
To only the King who wore that crown of thorns
So | could wear the crown of life;
And to only the One who conquered sin and death
So we could be set free,
So we could stand here and sing.

(Bridge - Music Ministers / All)
Only a God like you,

17



Only a God like you,
Only a God like you.

Only a God like you,
Only a God like you,
Only a God like you.

Only a God like you,
Only a God like you,
Only a God like you.

Only a God like you,
Only a God like you,
Only a God like you.

(Ending - All)

To only my Maker, my Father, my Savior,
Redeemer, Restorer, Rebuilder, Rewarder -
To only a God like you
Do I give my praise.

** DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live by the spirit.
Created, saved and gifted by God,
we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ. Hallelujah, thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

“W + 2” = WORSHIP PLUS TwoO

MAKE A COMMITMENT NOT ONLY TO WORSHIP EACH WEEK,
BUT ALSO TRY TO FIND A WAY TO SERVE IN THE CONGREGATION
AND SEEK OUT A WAY TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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Ul:)comi ng Commemorations

John the Baptist
Tuesday, June 24, 2025
John said, "[Jesus] must increase, but | must decrease." And so his birth is
celebrated half a year before Jesus', just as the daylight in the northern
hemisphere begins to wane. Jesus honored John as being the greatest prophet.

Presentation of the Augsburg Confession, 1530
Wednesday, June 25, 2025
On this day in 1530 the German and Latin editions of the Augsburg
Confession were presented to the Emperor Charles of the Holy Roman Empire.
The Augsburg Confession was written by Philipp Melanchthon and endorsed
by Martin Luther, and consists of a brief summary of points in which the
reformers saw their teaching as either agreeing with or differing from that of
the Roman Catholic Church of the time.

Philipp Melanchthon, renewer of the church, died 1560
Wednesday, June 25, 2025
Though he died on April 19, Philipp Melanchthon is commemorated today
because of his connection with the Augsburg Confession. Colleague and co-
reformer with Martin Luther, Melanchthon was a brilliant scholar, known as
"the teacher of Germany."

Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, died 444
Friday, June 27, 2025
Cyril defended the orthodox teachings about the person of Christ. After a
conflict involving all of the major Christian leaders of the time, it was decided
that Cyril's interpretation, that Christ's person included both divine and
human natures, was correct.

Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, died around 202
Saturday, June 28, 2025
This important early church leader tried very hard to hold to the faith handed
down by the apostles. An opponent of the movement known as gnosticism,
Irenaeus was one of the first to speak of the church as catholic, or linked
together
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