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INTRODUCTION

We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to
freedom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This is
freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the fullness of the life
God has given us. This is the path of life.

Askmg Evergthmg
What does it mean to be a disciple? Today’s texts answer this question in various ways.
Elisha was given the burdensome mantle of Elijah. Up until this point he’d simply been a
student of the great prophet. Then, without much warning, Elijah passed the leadership
responsibility onto him and transitioned dramatically from this life into the next. Because
it was an immense responsibility, Elisha asked his master for a double portion of his spirit
and was given it. God generously provided for Elisha so that he could faithfully continue
Elijah’s work.
Paul spells out the mission before us. Last week, he pointed out the power we’ve been
given through our baptism. Now he explains that with the Spirit of God within, our lives
should be different. He contrasts the work of the flesh with the fruit of the Spirit. We are
called to use our freedom in Christ for good, so that God can transform our lives and
empower us for ministry.
In the gospel, Jesus faces more resistance from those he’s called. People conjure up all
sorts of excuses why they can’t start right away, but Jesus will have none of it. He’s calling
and he wants a straight answer now. You're in or you're out. He makes it clear that
answering his call and living the life of discipleship requires no less than everything.
These passages are difficult. They show how much God is demanding of those who wish
to follow. Those called are asked to give everything. No wonder there is resistance. Yet,
they also remind us that the Spirit will support our work and, in turn, give us everything
to enable us to answer the call

** indicates to stand as you are able.



PRELUDE

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

From the survey of favorite hymns.

“The Old Rugged Cross”
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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION

In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

FORGIVENESS

You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God'’s children through faith.

In the cross of + Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

Judy Treadway



** GATHERING HYMN "Listen, God Is Calling" (ELW 513)
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** GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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** CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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** PRAYER OF THE DAY Assisting Minister
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with
true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that
hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

** PASSING OF THE PEACE

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
In the story preceding today’s reading, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the security
of God’s mountain. There God reveals to Elijah that there are still other faithful people

in Israel and commissions him to anoint new leaders, including his own successor,
Elisha.

A reading from 1 Kings.

Then the Lord said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you
shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.”

So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There
were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by
him and threw his mantle over him. He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let
me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him,
“Go back again; for what have | done to you?” He returned from following him, took
the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he
boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and
followed Elijah, and became his servant.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 16
I have set the Lord always before me. (Ps. 16:8)

Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you;
| have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
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All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.

But those who run after other gods

shall have their troubles multiplied.

I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names up on my lips.

O Lord, you are my portion and my cup;

it is you who uphold my lot.

My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;

indeed, | have a rich inheritance.

| will bless the Lord who gives me counsel;

my heart teaches me night after night.

I have set the Lord always before me;

because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.

For you will not abandon me to the grave,

nor let your holy one see the pit.

You will show me the path of life;

in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.

SECOND READING Galatians 5:1, 13-25
For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the
invitation to be what we could not be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ’s
Holy Spirit produce a different kind of life, one marked by the fruit of this Holy Spirit.

A reading from Galatians.

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a
yoke of slavery.

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as
an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one
another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care
that you are not consumed by one another.

Live by the Spirit, | say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For what the flesh
desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for
these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. But if you
are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now the works of the flesh are
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obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife,
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and
things like these. | am warning you, as | warned you before: those who do such things
will not inherit the kingdom of God.

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. And
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

** GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

** GOSPEL READING Luke 9:51-62
Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be
swayed by pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a
similar single-mindedness.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village
of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his
face was set toward Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw it, they said,
“Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume
them?” But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another village.

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever
you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but
the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he
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said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead
bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Another
said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus
said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the
kingdom of God.”

YOUTH MESSAGE
MESSAGE Pastor John Hitzeroth

** HYMN OF THE DAY
“I' Will Follow”

(Music Ministers)
Where you go, I'll go; where you stay, I'll stay;
Where you move, I'll move. | will follow.

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
All your ways are good, all your ways are sure;
I will trust in you alone.
Higher than my sight, high above my life;
I will trust in you alone.

(Refrain - All)

Where you go, I'll go; where you stay, I'll stay;
Where you move, I'll move. 1 will follow you.
Whom you love, I'll love. How you serve, I'll serve.
If this life I lose, | will follow you, yeah.

I will follow you, yeah.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)
Light into the world, Light into my life,
| will live for you alone.
You're the One | seek, knowing | will find,
All' I need in you alone.

(Refrain - All)

Where you go, I'll go; where you stay, I'll stay;
Where you move, I'll move. 1 will follow you.
Whom you love, I'll love. How you serve, I'll serve.
If this life I lose, I will follow you, yeah.

I will follow you, yeah.
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(Music Ministers)
In you, there’s life everlasting.
In you, there’s freedom for my soul.
In you, there’s joy, unending joy,
And | will follow!

(All)

Where you go, I'll go; where you stay, I'll stay;
Where you move, I'll move. 1 will follow.
Whom you love, I'll love. How you serve, I'll serve.
If this life I lose, | will follow you, yeah.

I will follow you, yeah.

I will follow you, yeah.

I will follow you, yeah.

** APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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** PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Assisting Minister
Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the
church, the world, and all creation.

A brief silence.

Each petition concludes:
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
GATHERING OF THE GIFTS
OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER Assisting Minister
Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is
plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

** DIALOGUE
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God.

** THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we
come together around the table we discover that our differences are not something
we just tolerate, but that our differences are indeed a blessing. So come, children of
God, just as you are. Wherever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are
welcome here - here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. Come,
children of God, come and remember. Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell:
Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories of gathering both
enemy and friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests
revealing the face of the sacred.
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On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it;
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his
disciples saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine. Bless all of us
in our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize
the risen Christ in our midst, indeed in one another.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.

For those communing at home or in the pew:
COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence
The body of Christ given for you.

The blood of Christ shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior
and Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to
receive the elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing,
then you may do that also.

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a
gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving
Communion. Also, if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is
available upon request. For those choosing to remain in the pews, there are
communion all-in-one cups containing grape juice available in the Narthex.
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REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION

As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center
ourselves on Christ, and reflect the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day.

COMMUNION HYMN "Be Thou My Vision" (ELW 793)
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** TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God'’s
grace. Amen.

** PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Assisting Minister

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love
in Jesus’ name. Amen.

** SENDING OF COMMUNION

kok

Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending.

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;

and the life of the Spirit + bless you and give you peace. Amen.
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** SENDING HYMN
“The Wonderful Cross”

(Verse 1)

When | survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain | count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride.

(Verse 2)
See from his head, his hands, his feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down;
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

(Refrain)
O the wonderful cross,
O the wonderful cross
Bids me come and die and find
That | may truly live.
O the wonderful cross,
O the wonderful cross!
All who gather here by grace
Draw near and bless your name.

(Verse 3)

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an offering far too small;
Love — so amazing, so divine —
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

(Refrain)
O the wonderful cross,
O the wonderful cross
Bids me come and die and find
That | may truly live.
O the wonderful cross,
O the wonderful cross!
All who gather here by grace
Draw near and bless your name.
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** DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live by the spirit.
Created, saved and gifted by God,

we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ. Hallelujah, thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

“W + 2” = WORSHIP PLUS TwWO

MAKE A COMMITMENT NOT ONLY TO WORSHIP EACH WEEK,
BUT ALSO TRY TO FIND A WAY TO SERVE IN THE CONGREGATION
AND SEEK OUT A WAY TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Peter and Paul, Apostles
Sunday, June 29, 2025

These two strong-willed apostles are the pillars of the church in the first generation
after Christ. Peter was one of the Twelve, one who both offered a glorious
confession of faith and later denied knowing Jesus. Paul once led the persecution of
Christians, then was converted and helped bring the faith to non-Jewish people.

Catherine Winkworth, died 1878; John Mason Neale, died 1866;
hymn translators
Tuesday, July 1, 2025

Neale was an English priest who specialized in the translation of Latin and Greek
hymns into English. Winkworth lived in Manchester, England, and devoted herself
to translating German hymns. Almost all English-speaking hymnals include many of
their translations.

Thomas, Apostle
Thursday, July 3, 2025

Though frequently remembered as "doubting Thomas," this apostle also
demonstrated a willingness to suffer and die with Jesus (John 11:16), and finally
claimed the risen Christ as "my Lord and my God!" By tradition, he later worked as
a missionary in India. Long commemorated on December 21, Thomas's celebration
is moved to July 3 in agreement with ecumenical calendars.
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