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INTRODUCTION 
God is the source of our nourishment. Jesus’ invitation to “take and eat .  .  . take and 
drink” is a repeated one. In holy communion, in the word read and proclaimed, in the 
assembly of the people of God, the dominion of God has come near. Rejoice! Your name 
is written in heaven. 

Sent with the Seventy 
Close your eyes and picture Jesus and his followers together. Most likely people either 
picture Jesus sitting around with the twelve disciples or standing in the midst of thousands 
preaching and teaching. Yet in today’s gospel Jesus has seventy followers close enough 
that he trusts them to be sent out in pairs to heal the sick and announce that God has 
come near. Seventy trusted preachers. Thirty-five pairs of preachers telling the good news 
of God. So telling the story is clearly not to be limited to the twelve disciples. The good 
news is meant to be shared far and wide by those who trust Jesus and follow him. 
This is a reminder to all of the followers of Jesus of every time and place. Sharing the 
good news is not just the responsibility of “professionals” like clergy. Sharing the good 
news is the calling of everyone who follows Jesus. 
Consider the assignment Jesus gives to the ones he sends. First, they are sent to cure the 
sick. Second, they proclaim that “the kingdom of God has come near.” It has been said 
that “you don’t throw a drowning person a sandwich.” Jesus sends the seventy out with 
not only words of comfort but with acts of grace as well. 
God’s people are sent out into the world to serve in the name of Jesus each time they 
gather for worship. In this gospel text we are again reminded that the gospel message is to 
be shared in more than just words. We share the message by welcoming others, sharing 
bread with the hungry, and offering compassion to the afflicted. Yet our baptism also 
reminds us that God has first come near to us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ
—a relationship that is like a mother comforting a child. The promise that God is near in 
Christ compels us to live faithfully and compassionately, wherever our journeys take us. 

___________________________ 
** indicates to stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

**  PRELUDE                                                                        "This Is My Song" (ELW 887)                   
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1drvdgLibxPQLCflLleWWHtWvQXUgGuUM/view?usp=share_link


**  WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                   Judy Treadway  
               
**  CONFESSION 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 
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**  FORGIVENESS 
You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 
In the cross of ☩ Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
Amen. 

**  GATHERING HYMN   
                                      

“10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)” 

(Refrain - Music Ministers) 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul. 

Worship his holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul; 

I’ll worship your holy name. 

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers) 
The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning, 

It’s time to sing your song again. 
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me, 

Let me be singing when the evening comes. 

(Refrain - All) 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul. 

Worship his holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul; 

I’ll worship your holy name. 

(Verse 2  - Music Ministers) 
You’re rich in love, and you’re slow to anger. 

Your name is great and your heart is kind. 
For all your goodness, I will keep on singing; 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 
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(Refrain - All) 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul. 

Worship his holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul; 

I’ll worship your holy name. 

(Verse 3 - Music Ministers) 
And on that day, when my strength is failing, 
The end draws near, and my time has come; 
Still, my soul will sing your praise unending 
Ten thousand years and then forevermore! 

(Refrain - All/Music Ministers) 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul. 

Worship his holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul; 

I’ll worship your holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul. 
Worship his holy name. 

Sing like never before, O my soul; 
I’ll worship your holy name. 
I’ll worship your holy name. 

Lord, I’ll worship your holy name. 
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**  GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

**  KYRIE            Assisting Minister 
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**  CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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**  PRAYER OF THE DAY         Assisting Minister 
O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that shelters us, the mother 
who comforts us. With your Spirit accompany us on our life’s journey, that we may 
spread your peace in all the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

**  PASSING OF THE PEACE 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

** FIRST READING                                     Isaiah 66:10-14 
Those who returned from the exile found that the hopes for the glorious restoration of 
Judah were not completely fulfilled. For these disappointed people, the prophet 
envisions salvation in the image of a nursing woman. Mother Jerusalem and a 
mothering God remind the community how they are sustained and supported. 

A reading from Isaiah. 

Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, 
 all you who love her; 
 rejoice with her in joy, 
 all you who mourn over her— 
 that you may nurse and be satisfied 
 from her consoling breast; 
 that you may drink deeply with delight 
 from her glorious bosom. 

 For thus says the Lord: 
 I will extend prosperity to her like a river, 
 and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; 
 and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm, 
 and dandled on her knees. 
 As a mother comforts her child, 
 so I will comfort you; 
 you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 

 You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; 
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 your bodies shall flourish like the grass; 
 and it shall be known that the hand of the Lord is with his servants, 
 and his indignation is against his enemies. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

**   PSALM                                                    Psalm 66:1-9 
All the earth bows down before you and sings out your name. (Ps. 66:4) 

 Be joyful in God, all you lands; 
 be joyful, all the earth. 
 Sing the glory of God’s name; 
 sing the glory of God’s praise. 
 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 
 Because of your great strength your enemies cringe before you. 
 All the earth bows down before you, 
 sings to you, sings out your name.”  
 Come now and see the works of God, 
 how awesome are God’s deeds toward all people. 
 God turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the water on foot, 
 and there we rejoiced in God. 
 Ruling forever in might, God keeps watch over the nations; 
 let no rebels exalt themselves. 
 Bless our God, you peoples; 
 let the sound of praise be heard. 
 Our God has kept us among the living 
  and has not allowed our feet to slip.  
** 
SECOND READING                                                  Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16 
In the close of his letter to the Galatians, Paul encourages them to live as people made 
right with God through faith in Jesus Christ. Here Paul offers practical advice about 
how believers exercise common concern for one other in “the family of faith.” 

A reading from Galatians. 

 [My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the 
Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves 
are not tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ. For if those who are nothing think they are something, they deceive 
themselves. All must test their own work; then that work, rather than their neighbor’s 
work, will become a cause for pride. For all must carry their own loads. 
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 Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with their teacher.] 
 Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. If you sow 
to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, 
you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. So let us not grow weary in doing what is 
right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. So then, whenever we 
have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the 
family of faith. 
   See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand!  It is those who 
want to make a good showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be circumcised—
only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. Even the circumcised do 
not themselves obey the law, but they want you to be circumcised so that they may 
boast about your flesh. May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For 
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is 
everything! As for those who will follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, 
and upon the Israel of God. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God 

**  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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**  GOSPEL READING                                                               Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
Jesus commissions harvesters and laborers to go where he would go and do what he 
would do. Risking hardship and danger in exchange for the experience of great joy, 
they offer peace and healing as signs that the reign of God is near. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs 
to every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into his harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like 
lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one 
on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ And if anyone 
is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will 
return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, 
for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to 
house.  Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set 
before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has 
come near to you.’ But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go 
out into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe 
off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’ ” 

    “Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and 
whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.” 

  The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit 
to us!” He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning.  
See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the 
power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice at 
this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

**  YOUTH MESSAGE 

**  MESSAGE                Pastor Tim Mentzer 
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**  HYMN OF THE DAY                                   "I Danced in the Morning"               
From the survey of favorite hymns. 
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**  APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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**  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION        Assisting Minister 
Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the     
church, the world, and all creation. 

     

     A brief silence. 

     Each petition concludes: 
     God of grace, hear our prayer. 

     Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

**  GATHERING OF THE GIFTS 

**  OFFERTORY 

**  OFFERING PRAYER          Assisting Minister 
Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is 
plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

**  DIALOGUE 
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God. 

**  THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we 
come together around the table we discover that our differences are not something 
we just tolerate, but that our differences are indeed a blessing.  So come, children of 
God, just as you are. Wherever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are 
welcome here - here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. Come, 
children of God, come and remember.  Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell: 
Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories of gathering both 
enemy and friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests 
revealing the face of the sacred. 
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On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; 
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his 
disciples saying,  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine.  Bless all of us 
in our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize 
the risen Christ in our midst, indeed in one another. 

**  LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

**  INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The kingdom of God is set before you. 
Eat and rejoice. 

**  For those communing at home or in the pew: 
**  COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence 

The body of Christ given for you. 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Each person may respond: Amen. 

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior 
and Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to 
receive the elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, 
then you may do that also. 

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a 
gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving 
Communion. Also, if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is 
available upon request. For those choosing to remain in the pews, there are 
communion all-in-one cups containing grape juice available in the Narthex. 

17



**  REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION 
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center 
ourselves on Christ, and reflect the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we 
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect 
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our 
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day. 

**. COMMUNION HYMN                           "Will You Let Me Be Your Servant?" (ELW 659) 
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 **  TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s 
grace.  Amen. 

**  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        Assisting Minister 
Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

**  SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.  
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending. 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word 
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us 
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

**  BLESSING 
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. Amen. 
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**  SENDING HYMN                                                          
“Cry of My Heart” 

(Refrain) 
It is the cry of my heart 

To follow you; 
It is the cry of my heart 

To be close to you. 
It is the cry of my heart 

To follow 
All of the days of my life. 

(Verse 1) 
Teach me your holy ways, O Lord, 

So I can walk in your truth. 
Teach me your holy ways, O Lord, 

And make me wholly devoted to you 
Oh, oh. Whoa. 

(Refrain) 
It is the cry of my heart 

To follow you; 
It is the cry of my heart 

To be close to you. 
It is the cry of my heart 

To follow 
All of the days of my life. 

(Verse 2) 
Open my eyes, so I can see 

The wonderful things that you do. 
Open my heart up more and more, 
And make it wholly devoted to you 

Oh, oh.  Whoa 
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(Refrain) 
It is the cry of my heart 

To follow you; 
It is the cry of my heart 

To be close to you. 
It is the cry of my heart 

To follow 
All of the days of my life. 

It is the cry of my heart 
To follow you; 

It is the cry of my heart 
To be close to you. 

It is the cry of my heart to follow 
All of the days of my life, 
All of the days of my life, 
All of the days of my life. 

**  DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Live by the spirit. 
Created, saved and gifted by God,  
we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ.  Hallelujah, thanks be to God! 

**  POSTLUDE 
_______________________________ 

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two 
Make a commitment not only to worship each week, 

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation 
and seek out a way to serve our community. 

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD 
______________________________ 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

Jan Hus, martyr, died 1415 
Sunday, July 6, 2025 

Hus was a Bohemian (present-day Czech Republic) priest who spoke against abuses 
in the church, and was seen by Martin Luther as his predecessor in the reforming 
movement. He was found guilty of heresy by a council of the church, and burned 

at the stake. 

Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, died around 540 
Friday, July 11, 2025 

Benedict is known as the father of the Western monastic movement. Educated in 
Rome, he went to live as a hermit, and eventually gathered a community of monks 
around him. He wrote a rule for living in monasteries that is used by Benedictines 

and adapted by others. 

Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931 
Saturday, July 12, 2025 

A winner of the Nobel Prize for peace for his efforts to unite peoples after the First 
World War, Söderblom also called attention to the revival of early church worship 
principles, and helped to lay the groundwork for the World Council of Churches.
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