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INTRODUCTION 
The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites 
our undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great 
“cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to 
look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” 

The Reality of Division 
Throughout the Gospel of Luke, Jesus calls on his hearers to turn their hearts away from 
greed and instead to generosity, to turn away from anxious self-preservation and instead 
to faithful self-giving. But such practice rubs against humanity’s deepest-seated sin, so 
conflict is born out of Jesus’ peace-filled activity. Jesus’ words and actions had already 
pitted him against the religious leaders and will lead him to the cross. Now, in today’s 
gospel, Jesus speaks to the reality of that division. 
His words unsettle us, yet they are spoken for a reason. In the reading from Jeremiah, 
God challenges the prophets who dole out lies and deceit and asks, how long until they 
turn their hearts back to me? This is a question of compassion and yearning for a restored 
relationship. Likewise, although Jesus’ words are incendiary and speak of broken 
relationships, they are meant to prompt the people’s faithful response: to lay aside anxiety 
and greed and to turn their hearts to the treasures of God’s promised kingdom, where 
Christ takes division upon himself on the cross. 
While fully aware of the realities of conflict and division, we are to live as hopeful 
people, praying fervently for God’s compassion and for the restoration of right 
relationships. 

___________________________ 
** indicates to stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

**  PRELUDE                                                                "I Love To Tell the Story" (ELW 661)              
     From the survey of favorite hymns. 
** 
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 **. WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                   Judy Treadway  
               
**  CONFESSION 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 

**  FORGIVENESS 
You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 
In the cross of ☩ Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
Amen. 
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**  GATHERING HYMN                                       "Let the Whole Creation Cry" (ELW 876)                              
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/10SrKq8kCt4uk8yEixHJPkkDa1qXPzGkz/view?usp=sharing


**  GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

**  KYRIE            Assisting Minister 
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**  CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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**  PRAYER OF THE DAY         Assisting Minister 
O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share 
your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed 
and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

**  PASSING OF THE PEACE 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

     FIRST READING                                                         Jeremiah 23:23-29 
Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s judgment, he suffers 
rejection. Today’s reading distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who 
speaks God’s word, and the false prophet who misleads the people through dreams. 
One is like wheat; the other like worthless straw. 

A reading from Jermiah. 

Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? Who can hide in secret 
places so that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says 
the Lord.  I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, 
saying, “I have dreamed! I have dreamed!” How long? Will the hearts of the prophets 
ever turn back—those who prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit of their own 
heart? They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell 
one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. Let the prophet who has 
a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. 
What has straw in common with wheat? says the Lord. Is not my word like fire, says 
the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

**   PSALM                                                          Psalm 82 
Arise, O God, and rule the earth. (Ps. 82:8) 

 God stands to charge the divine council assembled, 
 giving judgment in the midst of the gods: 
 “How long will you judge unjustly, 
 and show favor to the wicked? 
 Save the weak and the orphan; 
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 defend the humble and needy; 
 rescue the weak and the poor; 
 deliver them from the power of the wicked. 
 They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness; 
  all the foundations of the | earth are shaken. 
 Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, 
 and all of you children of the Most High; 
 nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, 
 and fall like any prince.’ ” 
 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, 
 for you shall take all nations for your own. 

SECOND READING                                                  Hebrews 11:29—12:2 
The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical 
heroes, we find examples of trust in God that enabled them to face the trials of life 
faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of 
faithful endurance. 

A reading from Hebrews. 

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the 
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell 
after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not 
perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in 
peace. 
And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets,  who through faith conquered 
kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of 
lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong 
out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received 
their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order 
to obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging and even chains 
and imprisonment.  They were stoned to death; they were sawn in two; they were 
killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, 
persecuted, tormented of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts 
and mountains and in caves and holes in the ground. 
Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was 
promised,  since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart 
from us, be made perfect. 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who 
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for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its 
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.’ 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God 

**  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

**  GOSPEL READING                                                                        Luke 12:49-56 
Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of 
obedience to God’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter 
hostility and rejection, even from those they love. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already 
ablaze! I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint I am under 
until it is completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I 
tell you, but rather division! From now on five in one household will be divided, three 
against two and two against three; they will be divided: 
 father against son 
  and son against father, 
 mother against daughter 
  and daughter against mother, 
 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
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He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,’ and so it happens. And when you see the south 
wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it happens. You hypocrites! 
You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know 
how to interpret the present time?” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

**  YOUTH MESSAGE 

**  MESSAGE                Pastor Bob Swanson 

**  HYMN OF THE DAY          

“Refiner’s Fire” 

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers) 
Purify my heart; 

Let me be as gold 
And precious silver. 

Purify my heart; 
Let me be as gold, 

Pure gold. 

(Refrain - All) 
Refiner's fire, 

My heart's one desire 
Is to be holy, 

Set apart for you, Lord. 
I choose to be holy, 

Set apart for you, my Master, 
Ready to do your will. 

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers) 
Purify my heart; 

Cleanse me from within, 
And make me holy 

Purify my heart; 
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Cleanse me from my sin, 
Deep within. 

(Refrain - All) 
Refiner's fire, 

My heart's one desire 
Is to be holy, 

Set apart for you, Lord. 
I choose to be holy, 

Set apart for you, my Master, 
Ready to do your will. 

**  APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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**  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION        Assisting Minister 
Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the     
church, the world, and all creation. 

   
     A brief silence. 

     Each petition concludes: 
     God of grace, hear our prayer. 

     Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

**  GATHERING OF THE GIFTS 

**  OFFERTORY 

**  OFFERING PRAYER          Assisting Minister 
Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is 
plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

**  DIALOGUE 
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God. 

**  THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we 
come together around the table we discover that our differences are not something 
we just tolerate, but that our differences are indeed a blessing.  So come, children of 
God, just as you are. Wherever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are 
welcome here - here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. Come, 
children of God, come and remember.  Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell: 
Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories of gathering both 
enemy and friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests 
revealing the face of the sacred. 

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; 
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this 
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for the remembrance of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his 
disciples saying,  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine.  Bless all of us 
in our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize 
the risen Christ in our midst, indeed in one another. 

**  LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

**  INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The kingdom of God is set before you. 
Eat and rejoice. 

For those communing at home or in the pew: 
**  COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence 

The body of Christ given for you. 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Each person may respond: Amen. 

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior 
and Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to 
receive the elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, 
then you may do that also. 

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a 
gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving 
Communion. Also, if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is 
available upon request. For those choosing to remain in the pews, there are 
communion all-in-one cups containing grape juice available in the Narthex. 
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**  REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION 
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center 
ourselves on Christ, and reflect the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we 
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect 
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our 
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day. 

**. COMMUNION HYMN                                                        "Taste and See" (ELW 493) 
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**  TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s 
grace.  Amen. 

**  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        Assisting Minister 
Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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**  SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.  
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending. 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word 
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us 
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

**  BLESSING 
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. Amen. 

**  SENDING HYMN                                "Canticle of the Turning" (ELW 723) 
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**  DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Live by the spirit. 
Created, saved and gifted by God,  
we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ.  Hallelujah, thanks be to God! 

**  POSTLUDE 
_______________________________ 

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two 
Make a commitment not only to worship each week, 

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation 
and seek out a way to serve our community. 

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD 
______________________________ 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, died 1153 
Wednesday, August 20, 2025 

Bernard, a Cistercian monk, was a man of great spirituality who wrote mystical 
works and criticized those whom he thought took an overly intellectual approach 
to the faith. He became an abbot, and wrote several hymns that are still beloved 

today. 
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