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INTRODUCTION 
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s request 
to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company 
and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of 
baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our 
own. 

FREED — FROM AND FOR 
Freedom flows through all the readings this day. Moses reminds the people of Israel they have 
the freedom to choose between life and prosperity or death and adversity. Ironically, this 
freedom to choose life comes through the freedom to choose obedience to the commands of 
God. In other words, Moses tells the people, they are free to choose bondage to God and life or 
bondage to sin and death. Either way they will be bound to something. 

In the second reading Paul reminds Philemon that he—Paul—is not free but is a “prisoner of 
Christ Jesus.” This is Paul’s linguistic wordplay to help convince Philemon to free his slave 
Onesimus. Paul reminds Philemon that he has the freedom to hold on to his slave Onesimus and 
the freedom to grant Onesimus freedom as his brother in Christ. 

In the gospel Jesus speaks a challenging word, which resonates in ways that might make modern 
people a tad uncomfortable. You might phrase it: Do you own your stuff or does your stuff own 
you? Jesus seems to suggest that our stuff, our possessions, could make it difficult to follow 
faithfully. It is easy to dismiss this suggestion with a wave of the hand, “Oh, that certainly is not 
me”—until you start to consider just how much stuff is stored up in our homes and attics and 
garages (some of the latter with no room for cars). 

In Christ, freedom comes from letting go. Freedom comes through giving away and trusting 
Jesus. In Christ we are free people. Free to choose life, free to choose faithfulness, and free to 
open our arms wide and receive the free grace of God. This is the God who chooses to never 
stop loving us. 

**  PRELUDE             “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (ELW 504) 
From the survey of favorite hymns. 

___________________________ 
** indicates to stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

**. WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                   Judy Treadway  
               
**  CONFESSION 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
Amen. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. 
We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others. 
We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 
and have been found.  Amen. 

**  FORGIVENESS 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen. 

**  GATHERING HYMN                “Come as You Are” 

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers) 
Come out of sadness from wherever you've been. 

Come, broken-hearted, let rescue begin. 
Come, find your mercy.  O sinner, come, kneel; 

Earth has no sorrow that heaven can't heal, 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can't heal. 
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(Refrain - Music Ministers) 
Lay down your burdens, lay down your shame. 

All who are broken, lift up your face. 
O wanderer, come home; 

You're not too far. 
So lay down your hurt, lay down your heart, 

Come as you are. 

(Verse 2 - All) 
There's hope for the hopeless 
And all those who've strayed. 

Come, sit at the table; come, taste the grace. 
There's rest for the weary, 

Rest that endures; 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can't cure. 

(Refrain - All / Music Ministers) 
Lay down your burdens, lay down your shame. 

All who are broken, lift up your face. 
O wanderer, come home; 

You're not too far. 
So lay down your hurt, lay down your heart, 

Come as you are. 
Come as you are. 
Fall in his arms. 

Come as you are. 

(Verse 3 - Music Ministers) 
There's joy for the mourning.  O sinner, be still. 

Earth has no sorrow that heaven can't heal, 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can't heal. 

(Final Refrain - All / Music Ministers) 
So, lay down your burdens, lay down your shame. 

All who are broken, lift up your face. 
O wanderer, come home; 

You're not too far. 
So lay down your hurt, lay down your heart, 

Come as you are.  
Come as you are.  Come as you are.  Come as you are. 
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**  GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

**  PRAYER OF THE DAY         Assisting Minister 
Let us pray.  Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that 
in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy 
name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

**  PASSING OF THE PEACE 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

**  FIRST READING        Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their 
ancestors. In this passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by 
loving and obeying the Lord; or choose death by following other gods. 

A reading from Deuteronomy. 

“See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity.  If you obey 
the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving 
the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, 
and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God 
will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess.  But if your heart turns away 
and you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them,  I 
declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land 
that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.   I call heaven and earth to 
witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and 
curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live,  loving the Lord your 
God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of 
days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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**  PSALM                  Psalm 1 
They are like trees planted by streams of water. (Ps. 1:3) 

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night. 
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves 
that do not wither; 
everything they do shall prosper. 
It is not so with the wicked; 
they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. 

**  SECOND READING             Philemon 1-21 
Onesimus, a new Christian and a man enslaved by Philemon, has helped Paul, who is 
in prison. Paul writes this letter to his friend Philemon to encourage him to receive 
Onesimus, upon his return, as a sibling in Christ. 

A reading from Philemon. 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  
 To our beloved coworker Philemon, to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier     
Archippus, and to the church in your house: 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

   I thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, because I hear of your 
love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the partnership 
of your faith may become effective as you comprehend all the good that we share in 
Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because 
the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 

  For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command you to do 
the right thing, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do 
this as an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you 
for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 
Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. I am 
sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me so that 
he might minister to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel, but I 
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preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your good deed might be 
voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from 
you for a while, so that you might have him back for the long term, no longer as a 
slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more 
to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
   So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he 
has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to me. I, Paul, am 
writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me 
even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh 
my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that 
you will do even more than I ask. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

**  GOSPEL READING               Luke 14:25-33 
Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should 
know from the outset that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean 
renouncing all other allegiances. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and he turned and said to them, 
“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not 
carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to 
build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has 
enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to 
finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and 
was not able to finish.’  Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will 
not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the 
one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then while the other 
is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, 
none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

**  YOUTH MESSAGE    

**  STATEMENT OF FAITH                   Victor Linch 
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**  MESSAGE                         Don Bennett 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

**  PRESENTATON 
Victor Linch and family come forward. 

I present Victor Linch, who desires to make a public affirmation of his baptism. 

Let us pray.  
Merciful God, we thank you for Victor, whom you have made your own by water and 
the Word in baptism. You have called him to yourself, enlightened him with the gifts 
of your Spirit, and nourished him in the community of faith. Uphold your servant in 
the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought 
to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.  Amen. 

**  PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you, Victor, to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 
the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  
I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?  
I renounce them.  

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?  
I renounce them.  

Addressing the whole community: 
Please join Victor in confessing our faith.  

Do you believe in God the Father?  
We believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
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**  AFFIRMATION 
Victor, you have made a public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in 
the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 
 to live among God’s faithful people, 
 to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,  
 to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
 to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
 and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.  

People of God, do you promise to support Victor and pray for him in his life in Christ?  
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

Let us pray. 
We give thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.  Amen 

**  THE PLACING OF THE STOLE 
Victor, in baptism you have been marked with the cross of Christ and sealed by the 
Holy Spirit. You have grown and matured in faith within this community. As you affirm 
your faith, hear the words our Lord Jesus spoke in the gospel of Matthew:  

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

As you receive your stole, a tangible symbol of God’s grace that binds us together, you 
acknowledge your trust in the Lord. You are joining all those who have affirmed their 
faith in this community of believers.  

**  SHARING VICTOR’S BIBLE VERSE        Romans 8:38-39 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

**  RECEIVING THE BLESSING 
As Victor kneels, parents and sponsors are invited to stand with him.  
Stir up in Victor the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the 
spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  Amen.  
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**  LIGHTING THE CANDLE 
After the candle is lit, the community joins in this litany to the Holy Spirit: 

O Holy Spirit, you have enlightened Victor with knowledge of the Gospel. 
Continue to enlighten all of us so that we may grow in our understanding of God’s 
word. 
O Holy Spirit, you have strengthened the faith of Victor day by day. 
Continue to strengthen all of us so that we may be able to resist Satan’s evil ways. 
O Holy Spirit, you have gathered us together in this place. 
Continue to encourage us to gather together in God’s house to lift up our worship 
and praise. 
O Holy Spirit, you have called Victor to live a life of discipleship. 
Continue to call us forth to love and serve the Lord. 
O Holy Spirit, you have led Victor forward in his faith. 
Continue to lead us on until the day when we will shine like stars in the kingdom of 
light.  

**  HYMN OF THE DAY               “No Turning Back” 
This song, chosen by Victor, is an expression of our commitment to the discipleship of 
Christ. 

(Refrain - Music Ministers / All) 
I will follow you. 
I will follow you. 

No turning back, no turning back. 
No turning back, no turning back. 

(Verse 1 - All) 
This is my heart cry: 

Though none go with me, 
The cross before me, the world behind me. 

This is my heart cry: 
Though none go with me, 

The cross before me, the world behind me. 

(Refrain - All) 
I will follow you. 
I will follow you. 

No turning back, no turning back. 
No turning back, no turning back. 
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(Verse 2 - All) 
This is my anthem: 

My life for your fame; 
My every move bring glory to your name. 

This is my anthem: 
My life for your fame; 

My every move bring glory to your name. 

(Refrain - All / Music Ministers) 
I will follow you. 
I will follow you. 

No turning back, no turning back. 
No turning back, no turning back. 

(Music Ministers / All) 
The cross before me, the world behind me; 

I will follow, I will follow. 
The cross before me, the world behind me; 

I will follow, I will follow. 
The cross before me, the world behind me; 

I will follow, I will follow. 
The cross before me, the world behind me; 

I will follow, I will follow. 

No turning back, no turning back. 
No turning back, no turning back. 
No turning back, no turning back. 
No turning back, no turning back. 

**  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION        Assisting Minister 
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 
  
A brief silence. 

Each petition concludes: 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer 
and friend.  Amen. 

**  GATHERING OF THE GIFTS 
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**  OFFERTORY                “Come, O Spirit of God” 
by Ricky Manalo, CSP 

Chancel Choir 

This piece weaves together several distinct melodies and languages into one simple 
prayer. The voices of the singers call out to the Holy Spirit in Spanish, Vietnamese, 
Filipino, Ecclesiastical Latin and English: 

“Come, O Spirit of God, and make us one in Christ.” 

**  OFFERING PRAYER          Assisting Minister 
Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to 
set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us.  
Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

**  DIALOGUE 
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God. 

**  THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we 
come together around the table we discover that our differences are not something we 
just tolerate, but that our differences are indeed a blessing.  So come, children of God, 
just as you are. Wherever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are welcome 
here - here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. Come, children of 
God, come and remember.  Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell: Stories of 
bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories of gathering both enemy and 
friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests revealing the face of 
the sacred. 

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; 
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his 
disciples saying,  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”   
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And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine.  Bless all of us in 
our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize the 
risen Christ in our midst, indeed in one another. 

**  LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

**  INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
Come to this meal of mercy. 

      For those communing at home or in the pew: 
**   COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence 

The body of Christ given for you. 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Each person may respond: Amen. 

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior 
and Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to 
receive the elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, 
then you may do that also. 

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a 
gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving 
Communion. Also, if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is 
available upon request. For those choosing to remain in the pews, there are 
communion all-in-one cups containing grape juice available in the Narthex. 

**  REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION 
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center 
ourselves on Christ and ponder the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we 
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect 
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our 
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day. 
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**. COMMUNION HYMN       “Take My Life That I May Be” (ELW 583) 
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**  TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s 
grace.  Amen. 

**  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        Assisting Minister 
O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your 
servants.  Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need.  We ask 
this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

**  SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.  
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending. 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word 
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us 
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

**  BLESSING 
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the 
hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

**  SENDING HYMN              “We Are Marching” 
Verse 1: “We are marching in the light of God…” 
Verse 2: “We are dancing in the light of God…” 
Verse 3: “We are praying in the light of God…” 
Verse 4: “We are singing in the light of God…” 
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**  DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Do not lose heart. 
Created, saved and gifted by God, 
we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ.  Hallelujah, thanks be to God! 

**  POSTLUDE 

_____________________________________ 

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two 
Make a commitment not only to worship each week, 

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation 
and seek out a way to serve our community. 

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD 
______________________________ 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia,  
died 1654 

Tuesday, September 9, 2025 
Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in present-day 
Colombia. His ministry was focused on the enslaved people who arrived there. He gave 
them food and medicine, learned their dialects, and taught them Christianity. 

John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople,  
died 407 

Saturday, September 13, 2025 
John was a priest in Antioch and an outstanding preacher. His eloquence earned him the 
nickname "Chrysostom" ("golden mouth"). Appointed bishop of Constantinople, seat of 
the empire, he criticized corruption in the court. As a result, he was exiled by the 
empress.
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