
CREATED, SAVED AND GIFTED BY GOD, 
WE SEEK, SERVE AND SHARE JESUS CHRIST. 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2025 

10:30 AM  

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
901 EAST STROOP ROAD 

KETTERING, OHIO 45429-4688 
(937)298-0136 



INTRODUCTION 
The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not 
only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying 
is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners.” Thanks be to God. 

LOST AND FOUND 
Today’s readings give witness that God has a heart for losers. God reconciles with the 
idol-worshiping people of Israel. The risen Lord calls the violent, blasphemous persecutor, 
Paul. The faithful shepherd rescues the wandering sheep and carries it home. The woman 
who lost one of her ten silver coins searches for it until she finds it. Similarly, God doesn’t 
abandon people even when people abandon God. The cross and resurrection testify to 
God’s faithfulness in that regard. God rescues strays one by one, making the first move to 
find the lost and create new hearts in them. When (in the first reading) Moses holds God 
to promises already made in the covenant, the breathtaking picture emerges of a God so 
committed to relationship that God is influenced—changed—by what people need and 
ask. This faithfulness of God, shared with overflowing grace in the faith and love that are 
in Christ Jesus, is patient, forgiving, energetic, and ready to celebrate. Take the bread and 
cup—Jesus hosts the worshiping assembly again this week to welcome sinners and eat 
with them! Suddenly, “sinner” is no longer the best name for us. Try “guest,” “graced,” 
“gifted,” “loved,” and “empowered.” Then it’s time to follow Jesus out of the gathered 
assembly and into the world as apprentice sleuths for missing persons, bent on finding 
the lost and the broken and giving them an invitation to come home. 

_______________________________ 
** indicates to stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

     PRELUDE                                                                        “Now the Green Blade Rises” 

      From the survey of favorite hymns. 

**   

**. WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS           Judy Treadway 
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      CALL TO WORSHIP                   

“Be the Center” 

(Verse 1 - Praise Team) 
Jesus, be the centre.   

Be my source, be my light, Jesus. 

(Verse 2 - All) 
Jesus, be the centre. 

Be my hope, be my song, Jesus. 

(Refrain - All) 
Be the fire in my heart. 

Be the wind in these sails. 
Be the reason that I live, 

Jesus, Jesus. 

(Verse 3 - All) 
Jesus, be my vision. 

Be my path, be my guide, Jesus. 

(Refrain - All) 
Be the fire in my heart. 

Be the wind in these sails. 
Be the reason that I live, 

Jesus, Jesus. 

(All) 
Jesus, be the centre. 

Be my source, be my light, Jesus. 
Be my source, be my light, Jesus. 

Jesus, Jesus. 
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** OPENING LITANY 
Remember, O people, the needs of the poor 
and the suffering of the downtrodden,  
and hold to account all who are in high positions,  
for God our Savior  
desires everyone to know  
the truth that they are loved.  
God will raise the poor from the dust 
and make them sit with princes.  
So let us offer supplications,  
prayers, intercessions,  
and thanksgivings for everyone, 
for the Lord is high above all nations,  
yet nothing is below God’s notice.  
There is one God;  
and in Christ Jesus one mediator  
between God and humankind,  
who gave himself a ransom for all.  
Praise the Lord!   

**  GATHERING SONGS.          
 “Your Grace Is Enough” 

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers) 
Great is your faithfulness, O God; 

You wrestle with the sinner’s restless heart. 
You lead us by still waters into mercy, 

And nothing can keep us apart. 
So remember your people,   
Remember your children, 

Remember your promise, O God. 

(Refrain - Music Ministers) 
Your grace is enough,  
Your grace is enough, 

Your grace is enough for me. 

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers/All) 
Great is your love and justice, God; 
You use the weak to lead the strong. 

You lead us in the song of your salvation, 
And all your people sing along. 
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So remember your people,   
Remember your children, 

Remember your promise, O God. 

(Refrain - All) 
Your grace is enough,  
Your grace is enough, 

Your grace is enough for me. 

Your grace is enough,  
Your grace is enough, 

Your grace is enough for me. 

(All)  
Remember your people, 

Remember your children, 
Remember your promise, O God. 

Your grace is enough,  
Your grace is enough, 

Your grace is enough for me. 

(All/Music Ministers) 
Your grace is enough; 

Heaven reaches out to us. 
Your grace is enough for me. 

Your grace is enough; 
I’m covered in your love. 

Your grace is enough for me. 
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“In Christ Alone” 

(Verse 1) 
In Christ alone my hope is found, 

He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 

My Comforter, my All in All, 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

(Verse 2) 
In Christ alone who took on flesh: 
Fullness of God in helpless Babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness: 

Scorned by the ones he came to save 
Till on that cross, as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied. 
For every sin on him was laid; 

Here in the death of Christ I live. 

(Verse 3) 
There in the ground his body lay, 

Light of the world by darkness slain. 
Then, bursting forth in glorious day, 

Up from the grave he rose again! 
And as he stands in victory, 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am his and he is mine, 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

(Verse 4) 
No guilt in life, no fear in death: 
This is the power of Christ in me. 
From life's first cry to final breath, 

Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man 

Can ever pluck me from his hand 
Till He returns or calls me home, 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 
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**  CONFESSION 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
Amen. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. 
We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others. 
We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 
and have been found. 
Amen. 

**  FORGIVENESS 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen. 

**  PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those 
who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject 
whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

**  PASSING OF THE PEACE 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

**  FIRST READING                            Exodus 32:7-14 
While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to 
worship. Today’s reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a 
sinful people. Moses reminds God that the Israelites are God’s own people, and 
boldly asks for mercy for them. 

      A reading from Exodus. 

The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out 
of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from 
the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf and 
have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O  Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this 
people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot 
against them and I may consume them, and of you I will make a great nation.” 
But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn 
hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power 
and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he 
brought them out to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of 
the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster 
on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore 
to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the 
stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, 
and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster 
that he planned to bring on his people. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

      PSALM                        Psalm 51:1-10 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love. (Ps. 51:1) 

  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
  Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
  For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
  Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
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  Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
  Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
  Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
  Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
  Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 

**  SECOND READING                                                 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain 
advice especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, 
who once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even the most unworthy 
may become witnesses to the grace of God. 

A reading from  1 Timothy. 

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he 
considered me faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a 
blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had 
acted ignorantly in unbelief,  and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the 
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance: 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. But 
for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might 
display the utmost patience as an example to those who would come to believe in him 
for eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 
and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

     GOSPEL READING                                 Luke 15:1-10 
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found 
and sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so 
precious to God that their recovery brings joy in heaven. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners 
and eats with them.” 
So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing 
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one 
that is lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and 
rejoices.  And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, 
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep.’ Just so, I tell you, 
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance. 

“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? And when she has 
found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I 
have found the coin that I had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

**   YOUTH MESSAGE 

**   MESSAGE                        Pastor Larry Donner 

**  APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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**  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                         Assisting Minister 

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Each petition concludes: 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer 
and friend. Amen. 

**  GATHERING OF THE GIFTS 

**  OFFERTORY 

**   
    OFFERING PRAYER          Assisting Minister 

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.  Turn us 
to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for 
us.   Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

**  GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God. 

**  WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we 
come together around the table we discover that our differences are not something 
we just tolerate, but that our differences are indeed a blessing.  So come, children of 
God, just as you are. Wherever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are 
welcome here - here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. Come, 
children of God, come and remember.  Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell: 
Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories of gathering both 
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enemy and friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests 
revealing the face of the sacred. 

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; 
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his 
disciples saying,  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine.  Bless all of us 
in our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize 
the risen Christ in our midst, indeed in one another. 

**  LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

**  INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus welcomes the sinners and eats with them. 
Come to this meal of mercy. 

**  For those communing at home or in the pew: 
**  COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence 

The body of Christ given for you. 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Each person may respond: Amen. 

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior 
and Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to 
receive the elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, 
then you may do that also. 

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a 
gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving 
Communion. Also, if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is 
available upon request. For those choosing to remain in the pews, there are 
communion all-in-one cups containing grape juice available in the Narthex. 
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**  REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION 
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center 
ourselves on Christ, and reflect the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we 
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect 
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our 
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day. 

**  TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s 
grace.  Amen. 

**  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        Assisting Minister 
O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your 
servants.   Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need.   We ask 
this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

**  SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.  
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending. 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word 
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us 
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

**  BLESSING 
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the 
hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

**  SENDING HYMN                                               
“This Is Amazing Grace” 

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers) 
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness, 

Whose love is mighty and so much stronger? 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers) 
Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder, 
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Who leaves us breathless in awe and wonder? 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 

(Refrain - All) 
This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 

That you would take my place, 
That you would bear my cross, 

You laid down your life 
That I would be set free. 

O Jesus, I sing for all that you've done for me, 
All that you’ve done for me. 

(Verse 3 - All) 
Who brings our chaos back into order, 

Who makes the orphan a son and daughter? 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 

(Verse 4 - All) 
Who rules the nations with truth and justice, 

Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance? 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 

(Refrain - All) 
This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 

That you would take my place, 
That you would bear my cross, 

You laid down your life 
That I would be set free. 

O Jesus, I sing for all that you've done for me. 

(Music Ministers) 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain! 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave! 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain! 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave! 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain! 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave! 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain: 

Worthy, worthy, worthy! Oh! 

(Refrain - All) 
This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 

15



That you would take my place, 
That you would bear my cross, 

You laid down your life 
That I would be set free. 

O Jesus, I sing for all that you've done for me, 
O Jesus, I sing for all that you've done for me.

                                                   
**  DISMISSAL 
    Go in peace.  Do not lose heart. 
    Created, saved and gifted by God,  
    we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ.  Hallelujah, thanks be to God! 

**  POSTLUDE 

______________________________________________________________ 

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two 
Make a commitment not only to worship each week, 

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation 
and seek out a way to serve our community. 

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD 
___________________________________ 

Upcoming Commemorations 

John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, died 407 
Saturday, September 13, 2025 

John was a priest in Antioch and an outstanding preacher. His eloquence 
earned him the nickname "Chrysostom" ("golden mouth"). Appointed bishop 

of Constantinople, seat of the empire, he criticized corruption in the court. As 
a result, he was exiled by the empress. 
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Holy Cross Day 
Sunday, September 14, 2025 

Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and 
found what may be the actual site of Jesus' crucifixion. Her son built two 

churches there, and the dedication of one of them gave rise to this celebration 
of our Lord's victory on the cross. 

Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, died around 258 
Tuesday, September 16, 2025 

Cyprian served as a bishop during a time of great persecution of Christians. 
He insisted on receiving back those who had left the faith under duress. He 

also provided medical care during a severe epidemic. 

Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, died 1179 
Wednesday, September 17, 2025 

A mystic who was widely influential within the church, Hildegard advised and 
reproved kings and popes, wrote poems and hymns, and produced treatises in 

medicine, theology, and natural history. She was also a musician and artist. 

Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society, died 1961 
Thursday, September 18, 2025 

A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjöld served as the second Secretary General of 
the United Nations until his death in a plane crash while trying to negotiate 
peace in present-day Zambia. His journal, published as Markings, revealed 

the depth of his Christian faith. 

Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, died 1996 (TFF) 
Saturday, September 20, 2025 

A native of Ohio, Trout served parishes in several parts of the United States 
before being elected bishop of the South Pacific District of the American 
Lutheran Church, the first African American Lutheran to serve in such a 

capacity. 
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