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INTRODUCTION 
Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” visible to us, 
of whom we are aware) is an essential component of good stewardship. It is in the 
sharing of wealth that we avoid the snare of wealth. It is the one whom death could not 
hold—who comes to us risen from the dead—who can free us from the death grip of 
greed. 

PLACE-SHARING 
Today’s gospel evokes our sympathy. It opens the possibility—described as an 
impossibility—of place-sharing, trading or sharing places with each other. It also echoes a 
common theme: the pursuit of wealth in this world can lead us into idolatry and away 
from faith in Christ. Instead, as the reading from 1 Timothy reminds us, we should pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness, so that there is no “poor 
man named Lazarus” dying at our gates. After all, the greatest treasure—our eternal 
salvation?has already been procured for us through Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
Knowing this, we can share all we have with our neighbors, even our very place and 
salvation, confident that God will continue to provide for our needs. 

_______________________________ 
** indicates to stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

     PRELUDE                                                                            "Abide with Me" (ELW 629) 

     From the survey of favorite hymns. 
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**. WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS           Judy Treadway 

      CALL TO WORSHIP                                      “Give Thanks” 
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** OPENING LITANY 
Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
I will praise the Lord as long as I live;  
I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 
The Lord sets the prisoners free, opens the eyes of the blind,  
and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
The Lord loves the righteous  
and watches over the stranger, the orphan, and the widow. 
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their 
God.  
Come, let us worship the Lord,  
who reigns forever, from generation to generation! 

**  GATHERING SONGS.          
“The Same Love” 

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers) 
You choose the humble and raise them high; 
You choose the weak and make them strong; 

You heal our brokenness inside and give us life. 

(Refrain - All) 
The same love that set the captives free, 
The same love that opened eyes to see 

Is calling us by name; you are calling us all by name. 

The same God that spread the heavens wide, 
The same God that was crucified 

Is calling us all by name; you are calling us all by name. 

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers) 
You take the faithless one aside 

And speak the words, “You are mine”; 
You call the cynic and the proud, “Come to me now.” 

(Refrain - All) 
The same love that set the captives free, 
The same love that opened eyes to see 

Is calling us by name; you are calling us all by name. 
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The same God that spread the heavens wide, 
The same God that was crucified 

Is calling us all by name; you are calling us all by name. 
Oh... 

(Music Ministers/All) 
You’re calling, you’re calling, you’re calling us to the cross. 
You’re calling, you’re calling, you’re calling us to the cross. 
You’re calling, you’re calling, you’re calling us to the cross. 
You’re calling, you’re calling, you’re calling us to the cross. 

The same love that set the captives free, 
The same love that opened eyes to see 

Is calling us by name; you are calling us all by name. 

The same God that spread the heavens wide, 
The same God that was crucified 

Is calling us all by name; you are calling us all by name. 
Oh... 

“Only a God Like You” 
(Verse 1  - Music Ministers) 

For the praises of man 
I will never ever stand; 

For the kingdoms of this world 
I'll never give my heart away 

Or shout my praise. 
My allegiance and devotion, 

My heart's desire and all emotion 
Go to serve the Man 

Who died upon that tree. 
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(Refrain - Music Ministers) 
Only a God like you 

Could be worthy of my praise 
And all my hope and faith; 
To only a King of all kings 

Do I bow my knee and sing, 
Give my ev’rything. 
Only a God like you 

Could be worthy of my praise 
And all my hope and faith; 
To only a King of all kings 

Do I bow my knee and sing, 
Give my ev’rything. 

To only my Maker, my Father, my Savior, 
Redeemer, Restorer, Rebuilder, Rewarder -  

To only a God like you 
Do I give my praise. 

(Verse 2  - All) 
For the praises of man 
I will never ever stand; 

For the kingdoms of this world 
I'll never give my heart away 

Or shout my praise. 
My allegiance and devotion, 

My heart's desire and all emotion 
Go to serve the Man 

Who died upon that tree. 

(Refrain - All) 
Only a God like you 

Could be worthy of my praise 
And all my hope and faith; 
To only a King of all kings 

Do I bow my knee and sing, 
Give my ev’rything. 
Only a God like you 
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Could be worthy of my praise 
And all my hope and faith; 
To only a King of all kings 

Do I bow my knee and sing, 
Give my ev’rything. 

To only my Maker, my Father, my Savior, 
Redeemer, Restorer, Rebuilder, Rewarder -  

To only a God like you 
Do I give my praise. 

(Verse 3 - Music Ministers) 
Only the God who left his throne above,  

He came to live with us, 
Came to be one of us; 

To only the One 
Who stopped to heal that blind man, 

Took the time to save that one lost lamb; 
To only the King who wore that crown of thorns 

So I could wear the crown of life; 
And to only the One who conquered sin and death 

So we could be set free, 
So we could stand here and sing. 

(Bridge - Music Ministers / All) 
Only a God like you, 
Only a God like you, 
Only a God like you. 

Only a God like you, 
Only a God like you, 
Only a God like you. 

Only a God like you, 
Only a God like you, 
Only a God like you. 

Only a God like you, 
Only a God like you, 
Only a God like you. 
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(Ending - All) 
To only my Maker, my Father, my Savior, 

Redeemer, Restorer, Rebuilder, Rewarder -  
To only a God like you 
Do I give my praise.

 “Beauty for Brokeness” (verses 1-3) 
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**  CONFESSION 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
Amen. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. 
We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others. 
We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 
and have been found. 
Amen. 

**  FORGIVENESS 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen. 

**  PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us 
with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

**  PASSING OF THE PEACE 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

**  FIRST READING                             Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for rejoicing but 
rather sorrow, because God’s people have forgotten how to share their wealth with 
the poor. The wealthy will be the first to go into exile when judgment comes. 

      A reading from Amos. 

 Woe to those who are at ease in Zion 
  and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria. 

 Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory 
 and lounge on their couches 
 and eat lambs from the flock 
 and calves from the stall, 
 who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp 
 and like David improvise on instruments of music, 
 who drink wine from bowls 
 and anoint themselves with the finest oils 
 but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
 Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 
 and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

     PSALM                              Psalm 146 
The Lord gives justice to those who are oppressed. (Ps. 146:7) 

 Hallelujah! 
 Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 Put not your trust in rulers, 
 in mortals in whom there is no help. 
 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
 and in that day their thoughts perish.  
 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
 whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
 who keeps promises forever; 
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 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
 The Lord sets the captive free. 
 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 the Lord loves the righteous. 
 The Lord cares for the stranger; 
 the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 The Lord shall reign forever, 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  

**  SECOND READING                                                   1 Timothy 6:6-19 
Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications 
for daily life. His priorities will be different from those of people who merely want to 
be rich. 

A reading from  1 Timothy. 

Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, for we brought 
nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it, but if we have food and 
clothing, we will be content with these. But those who want to be rich fall into 
temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people 
into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in 
their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pains. 

But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life to 
which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence 
of many witnesses. In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ 
Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge 
you to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed 
and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone who has 
immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can 
see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty or to 
set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who richly provides us 
with everything for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 
generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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     GOSPEL READING                               Luke 16:19-31 
Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent 
away empty.” Jesus makes it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is 
as old as Moses and the prophets. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, 
covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich 
man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and 
was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was 
buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, for I am in agony in these flames.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that 
during your lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus in like manner evil 
things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between 
you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from 
here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ He said, ‘Then I beg 
you, father, to send him to my father’s house for I have five brothers—that he may 
warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ Abraham 
replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ He said, ‘No, 
father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 31 He 
said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 

**   YOUTH MESSAGE 

**   MESSAGE                   Pastor John Mittermaier 
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**  APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

**  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                         Assisting Minister 

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Each petition concludes: 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer 
and friend. Amen. 

**  GATHERING OF THE GIFTS 

**  OFFERTORY 

    OFFERING PRAYER          Assisting Minister 

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.  Turn us 
to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for 
us.   Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

**  GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God. 

**  WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we 
come together around the table we discover that our differences are not something 
we just tolerate, but that our differences are indeed a blessing.  So come, children of 
God, just as you are. Wherever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are 
welcome here - here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. Come, 
children of God, come and remember.  Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell: 
Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories of gathering both 
enemy and friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests 
revealing the face of the sacred. 

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; 
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his 
disciples saying,  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine.  Bless all of us 
in our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize 
the risen Christ in our midst, indeed in one another. 

**  LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

**  INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus welcomes the sinners and eats with them. 
Come to this meal of mercy. 
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**  For those communing at home or in the pew: 
**  COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence 

The body of Christ given for you. 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Each person may respond: Amen. 

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior 
and Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to 
receive the elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, 
then you may do that also. 

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a 
gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving 
Communion. Also, if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is 
available upon request. For those choosing to remain in the pews, there are 
communion all-in-one cups containing grape juice available in the Narthex. 

**  REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION 
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center 
ourselves on Christ, and reflect the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we 
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect 
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our 
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day. 

**  TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s 
grace.  Amen. 

**  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        Assisting Minister 
O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your 
servants.   Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need.   We ask 
this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

**  SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.  
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending. 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word 
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us 
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

**  BLESSING 
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the 
hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

**  SENDING HYMN                                               
“How Great Is Our God” 

(Verse 1 - All) 
The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty; 
Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice. 

He wraps himself in light, and darkness tries to hide, 
And trembles at his voice, and trembles at his voice. 

(Refrain - All) 
How great is our God!  Sing with me: How great is our God! 

And all will see how great, how great is our God! 

(Verse 2 - All) 
And age to age he stands, and time is in his hands; 

Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End. 
The Godhead, three in one: Father, Spirit, Son, 
The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb. 

(Refrain - All) 
How great is our God!  Sing with me: How great is our God! 

And all will see how great, how great is our God! 

(Music Ministers/All) 
Name above all names, worthy of all praise. 
My heart will sing: How great is our God! 

Name above all names, worthy of all praise. 
My heart will sing: How great is our God! 

(Refrain - All) 
How great is our God!  Sing with me: How great is our God! 

And all will see how great, how great is our God! 
How great is our God!  Sing with me: How great is our God! 

And all will see how great, how great is our God!                                     
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**  DISMISSAL 
    Go in peace.  Do not lose heart. 
    Created, saved and gifted by God,  
    we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ.  Hallelujah, thanks be to God! 

**  POSTLUDE 

______________________________________________________________ 

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two 
Make a commitment not only to worship each week, 

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation 
and seek out a way to serve our community. 

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD 
___________________________________ 
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Upcoming Commemorations 

Michael and All Angels 
Monday, September 29, 2025 

Michael the archangel, captain of the heavenly hosts, is remembered on this 
day along with the other angels and archangels. The word "angel" means 

messenger, and in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, these beings have a fully 
spiritual nature and no physical body. 

Jerome, translator, teacher, died 420 
Tuesday, September 30, 2025 

Jerome was a biblical scholar and translator, but rather than translating the 
original Hebrew and Greek scriptures into classical Latin, he worked in the 
commonly-spoken Latin of the day, creating a version called the Vulgate. 

Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church, died 1226 
Saturday, October 4, 2025 

Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his inheritance to 
serve poor people. He formed the Order of Friars Minor (called Franciscans), 

who took on poverty and the task of preaching "using words if necessary." 
Francis had a spirit of gratitude for all of God's creation. 

Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society, died 1864 
Saturday, October 4, 2025 

Fliedner helped to bring about a revival of the ministry of deaconesses among 
Lutherans. He was influenced in this by Moravian deaconesses he had met. 

The motherhouse he founded in Kaiserswerth, Germany, inspired many 
around the world to take up this ministry. 
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