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INTRODUCTION

Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel today.
Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come regularly to
Christ’s table. Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed.

Kgrie eleison: Persistence in Prager

Two characters step out of scripture today to teach us about persistence in prayer. One is
named. Jacob is the devious brother who tricked his twin, Esau, out of his birthright and
their father’s blessing, and Jacob was himself duped on his wedding night by his father-in-
law, Laban. The other character, unnamed, is a widow acquainted with grief, one among
many marginalized and vulnerable people, but a woman who dares to stand her ground
in her quest for justice. On the banks of the river Jabbok, Jacob wrestles with the angel
and limps away with a blessing and a new identity. The unnamed widow repeatedly
appeals for justice and finally is vindicated. Many have known persistent prayer as a kind
of wrestling with God. Many have pleaded with God for justice and mercy. Today God’s
grace and mercy is known in the blessing of baptismal remembrance and our identity as
beloved children of God.

** indicates to stand as you are able.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE "Precious Lord, Take My Hand" (ELW 773)
From the survey of favorite hymns.
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1 Pre - cious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,
2 Whenmy way grows. . drear, pre-cious Lord, lin-ger near,
3 When the dark - ness ap - pears and the night draws. . near,
72 L%’l l&" | | [ 2
1] FE= e
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.
when my life is al - most .. gone,
and the day is past and . . .  gone,
| 1 10 [ ? F f 1 \ I
iwfkt ]';b:1 — o e | o
J ~
Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall.
at the riv - er I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand.
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Take my  hand, pre-cious Lord, lead me home.



WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Judy Treadway

** CONFESSION
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people.

We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others.
We turn away from the poor.

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found.

Amen.

** FORGIVENESS
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.
In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.



** GATHERING HYMN

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”

(Refrain - All)

Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Something's gonna happen
Like the world has never known
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.
A door's gonna swing open,
And the walls come a-tumbling down
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.

(Refrain - All)

Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)
He's gonna take over,
He's gonna take control
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.
He's gonna move the mountain.
He's gonna make the waters roll
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.

(Refrain - All)

Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.



(Verse 3 - Music Ministers)
You're gonna know it
When the Lord stretches out his hand
And the people of the Lord get down to pray.
There's gonna be a brand new song
Of victory in this land
When the people of the Lord get down to pray.

(Refrain - All)

Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.



* GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

** KYRIE Assisting Minister
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** CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain
IQ K l/ = = I
g g ® R
J
Glo-ry to God in the high -est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
0 PR A
A l : N
I\S‘) P T e

I Lord God, heav-en - ly King,

al - might-y God and Fa - ther,

w¢Ee

|

.

5—0

.

IO
A

wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we

T

praise you for your glo-ry.

Bl
p - - = —
| | o —
Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
0 I
)" A | i h i . i
y 4T r— 5 — -
e
2 Lord Je - susChrist,on-ly Son of the Fa - ther, Lord God, Lamb of
) 5™
7 3 . T
l’anb ] i | ] dl ||
~ e &
God, you take a-waythe sin of the world: have mer-cy on us; you are



A a

o

1 !
— !
)] e F i i r | 4
V T T ———— ~_
seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
N Refrain —
) A——e— - —
ESEESESSSSss
Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
0
Y ! ]
(s> — : K —o S o
{Gi= 3 S
3 For you a-lone arethe Ho-ly One, you  a-lone are the Lord,

2 5 | |

6 ¢ = F ——E ¢
you a-lone arethe Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly

0 —r— i

#L:d P ) !

&y 5 ] . ® 4
Spir-it, in the glo-ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.
Refrain

Q T— — — {

e ’ . T,

Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

** PRAYER OF THE DAY Assisting Minister

O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our
cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring

justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

** PASSING OF THE PEACE
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WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING Genesis 32:22-31
Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his brother’s
birthright and his father’s blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with a divine adversary
who ultimately blesses him and changes his name to “Israel,” a name that means “he
wrestles with God.”

The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven
children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the
stream, and likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled
with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he
struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with
him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let
you go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said,
“Jacob.” Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you
have striven with God and with humans and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him,
“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there
he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For | have seen God face to
face, yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping
because of his hip.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 121
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. (Ps. 121:2)

| lift up my eyes to the hills;

from where is my help to come?

My help comes from the Lord,

the maker of heaven and earth.

The Lord will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
Behold, the keeper of Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep;

the Lord watches over you;

the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
the sun will not strike you by day,

nor the moon by night.
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The Lord will preserve you from all evil

and will keep your life.

The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

SECOND READING 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5
The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague in
ministry, by emphasizing the importance of faithful teaching despite opposition.

A reading from 2 Timothy.

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from
whom you learned it and how from childhood you have known sacred writings that
are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is
inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training
in righteousness, so that the person of God may be proficient, equipped for every
good work.

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead,
and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | solemnly urge you: proclaim the
message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince,
rebuke, and encourage with the utmost patience in teaching. For the time is coming
when people will not put up with sound teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they
will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires and will turn away
from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. As for you, be sober in
everything, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry
fully.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

** GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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** GOSPEL READING Luke 18:1-8
Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. Jesus is
calling God'’s people to cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an unethical judge

will ultimately grant the plea of a persistent widow, how much more will God respond
to those who call.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart.
He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect
for people. In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant
me justice against my accuser.” For a while he refused, but later he said to himself,
‘Though | have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by
continually coming.” ” And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And
will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he
delay long in helping them? | tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet,
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor Tim Mentzer
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** HYMN OF THE DAY "What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine" (ELW 774)
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3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms?
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/10EvKmqRIpER1Snc7jebLaxIq3r9t_trQ/view?usp=share_link

** APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

INSTALLATION OF LEADERS
Council and Commissioners, please come forward.

These people serve the congregation in positions of leadership. (Name of leaders
read). We give thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism, we are welcomed
into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that
these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life and our mutual mission as a
congregation.

Addressing the council members and commissioners:

A reading from First Corinthians:
There are a variety of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services,
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who
activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for
the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7).

You have been selected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation.

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to
God, who gathers us into one together with the whole church.

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning,
witness, service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this
congregation, in the wider church, in this community, and in the whole world.
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You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers
you may be glorified.

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and mutual
understanding in this congregation.

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, | ask you:
Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have
been chosen?

Response of the council members and commissioners:
| will, and I ask God to help me.

Addressing the assembly, and inviting them to stand:

People of God, I ask you:

Will you support these, your leaders, and will you share in the mutual ministry that
Christ has given to all who are baptized?

We will, and we ask God to help us.

| now declare you installed as council members and commissioners of this
congregation. Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace,
that you may be faithful servants of Christ. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Assisting Minister
Renewed in God'’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
creation.

A brief silence.

Each petition concludes:
God of grace, receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GATHERING OF THE GIFTS

OFFERING PRAYER Assisting Minister
Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us
to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for
us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

** DIALOGUE
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God.
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God.

** THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we
come together around the table we discover that our differences are not something
we just tolerate, but that our differences are indeed a blessing. So come, children of
God, just as you are. Wherever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are
welcome here - here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. Come,
children of God, come and remember. Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell:
Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories of gathering both
enemy and friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests
revealing the face of the sacred.
On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it;
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his
disciples saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine. Bless all of us
in our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize
the risen Christ in our midst, indeed in one another.

** LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

** INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.
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For those communing at home or in the pew:
COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence
The body of Christ given for you.

The blood of Christ shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior
and Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to
receive the elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing,
then you may do that also.

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a
gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving
Communion. Also, if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is
available upon request. For those choosing to remain in the pews, there are
communion all-in-one cups containing grape juice available in the Narthex.

REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION

As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center
ourselves on Christ, and reflect the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day.

18



COMMUNION HYMN "Day by Day" (ELW 790)
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** TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God'’s
grace. Amen.

** HYMN AFTER COMMUNION: "Canticle of Simeon"
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** PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Assisting Minister

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your
servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask
this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

** SENDING OF COMMUNION
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending.

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

** BLESSING

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the

hungry, who sets the prisoners free, + bless you now and forever.
Amen.

** SENDING HYMN “

“Everlasting God”
(Verse)
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord,

We will wait upon the Lord.
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord,

We will wait upon the Lord
Our God, You reign forever,

Our Hope, our strong Deliverer.

(Chorus)
You are the everlasting God,
The everlasting God.
You do not faint,

You won't grow weary.
You're the defender of the weak.
You comfort those in need.
You lift us up on wings like eagles.

(Verse)
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord,

We will wait upon the Lord.
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord,

We will wait upon the Lord
Our God, You reign forever,

Our Hope, our strong Deliverer.
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(Final Chorus)
You are the everlasting God,
The everlasting God.
You do not faint,

You won't grow weary.
You're the defender of the weak.
You comfort those in need.
You lift us up on wings like eagles.

Our God, You reign forever,
Our Hope, our strong Deliverer.

You are the everlasting God,
The everlasting God.
You do not faint,

You won't grow weary.
You're the defender of the weak.
You comfort those in need.
You lift us up on wings like eagles.

** DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Created, saved and gifted by God,

we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ. Hallelujah, thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

“W + 2” = WORSHIP PLUS TWO

MAKE A COMMITMENT NOT ONLY TO WORSHIP EACH WEEK,
BUT ALSO TRY TO FIND A WAY TO SERVE IN THE CONGREGATION
AND SEEK OUT A WAY TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

James of Jerusalem, martyr, died around 62
Thursday, October 23, 2025

One of three early-church leaders named James, this man is identified in the
New Testament and by a historian of the time as a brother of Jesus. Scholars
are uncertain whether this means a blood brother. He was a leader of the
church in Jerusalem.
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