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INTRODUCTION 
Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic 
fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly 
contradictory that a king should be crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all 
the world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus opens the door to 
paradise. 

WHO IS JESUS? 
Jesus’ true identity seems to remain a mystery for most of the disciples. Jesus can teach, 
preach, heal, cast out demons, challenge authority and more, but still they do not 
comprehend. You might say it is a case of mistaken identity as the disciples and other 
followers seem to be hoping to discover something very different from the real Jesus. It is 
the criminal executed with Jesus who in his dying desperation says, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.” Clearly, the criminal has no other hope, still in this 
moment he acknowledges Jesus’ true identity. 

Modern followers of Jesus resemble those ancient followers in many ways. Everyone has 
their own image of Jesus, the gifts we want Jesus to bring us, the ways we want Jesus to fix 
those things in our lives that cause pain or suffering. In our anxiety we want Jesus to be 
our magical savior. It can be frustrating when we discover a very different Jesus. Instead of 
one who fixes everything in an instant, Jesus is the one who walks with us through the 
darkest valleys. Jesus is the one who calls us to lives of service—and again and again as 
we care for the needs of others we discover the face of Jesus himself in the lost, the last, 
and the least. 

Our sin gets in the way, yet those who profess Jesus as Christ the King—the one in whom 
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell—are forever seeking to be clear in heart, mind, 
and soul about the true nature of his identity, and how we can share that identity with 
others. 

____________________________ 
**   indicates to stand as you are able. 

2



GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

**  PRELUDE            “Balladair” 
by Frank Erickson 

Paula Bennett, oboe 

**  WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS        Pastor Mallory Morris & Paula Bennett 

**  CALL TO WORSHIP          “We Gather Together” 
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**  OPENING LITANY 
Thanks and praise to you, 
Jesus Christ, King and Lord of all, 
given the name above every other name. 
We worship and adore you. 

King of righteousness, King of peace, 
enthroned at the right hand 
of Majesty on high; 
We worship and adore you 

Great High Priest, 
living forever to intercede for us; 
We worship and adore you. 

Pioneer of our salvation, 
you bring us to glory 
through your death and resurrection; 
We worship and adore you. 

Every knee bows to you, 
every tongue confesses: 
you are King of kings 
and Lord of lords, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

**  GATHERING SONGS          “Worthy Is the Lamb” 

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers) 
Thank you for the cross, Lord, 

Thank you for the price you paid, 
Bearing all my sin and shame, 

In love you came and gave amazing grace. 

(Verse 2 - All) 
Thank you for this love, Lord, 

Thank you for the nail-pierced hands, 
Washed me in your cleansing flow, 

Now all I know, your forgiveness and embrace. 
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(Refrain - All) 
Worthy is the Lamb, seated on the throne, 

Crown you now with many crowns, 
You reign victorious! 

High and lifted up, Jesus Son of God, 
The Darling of heaven, crucified, 

Worthy is the Lamb, 
Worthy is the Lamb. 

(Verse 1 - All) 
Thank you for the cross, Lord, 

Thank you for the price you paid, 
Bearing all my sin and shame, 

In love you came and gave amazing grace. 

(Verse 2 - All) 
Thank you for this love, Lord, 

Thank you for the nail-pierced hands, 
Washed me in your cleansing flow, 

Now all I know, your forgiveness and embrace. 

(Final Refrain- All) 
Worthy is the Lamb, seated on the throne, 

Crown you now with many crowns, 
You reign victorious! 

High and lifted up, Jesus Son of God, 
The Darling of heaven, crucified, 

Worthy is the Lamb,worthy is the Lamb, 
Worthy is the Lamb, worthy is the Lamb, 
Worthy is the Lamb, worthy is the Lamb. 

(Music Ministers) 
The Darling of heaven, crucified. 
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“How Great Is Our God” 

(Verse 1 - All) 
The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty; 
Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice. 
He wraps himself in light, and darkness tries to hide, 
And trembles at his voice, and trembles at his voice. 

(Refrain - All) 
How great is our God!  Sing with me: How great is our God! 
And all will see how great, how great is our God! 

(Verse 2 - All) 
And age to age he stands, and time is in his hands; 
Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End. 
The Godhead, three in one: Father, Spirit, Son, 
The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb. 

(Refrain - All) 
How great is our God!  Sing with me: How great is our God! 
And all will see how great, how great is our God! 

(Music Ministers/All) 
Name above all names, worthy of all praise. 
My heart will sing: How great is our God! 
Name above all names, worthy of all praise. 
My heart will sing: How great is our God! 

(Refrain - All) 
How great is our God!  Sing with me: How great is our God! 
And all will see how great, how great is our God! 
How great is our God!  Sing with me: How great is our God! 
And all will see how great, how great is our God! 
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“Give Thanks” 
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**  CONFESSION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 
you have shown us the ways of your heart, 
yet we stray from your paths. 
We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression 
and do not embrace the freedom 
of your faithful promises. 
We ignore our neighbors. 
We exploit the earth. 
We reject your abundance, 
trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. 
Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, 
and bring us to new life.  Amen. 

**  FORGIVENESS 
Hear the good news: 
God the Faithful One loves you, 
☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 
Amen. 

**  PRAYER OF THE DAY        Assisting Minister   
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We 
worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with 
us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

**  PASSING OF THE PEACE 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching and song. 

**  FIRST READING            Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as 
shepherd. Judah’s unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. 
Nevertheless, God will raise up a new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored 
Judah. 

A reading from Jeremiah. 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 
Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who 
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them 
away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, 
says the Lord. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands 
where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be 
fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and 
they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 

  The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. 
And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

**  PSALM                                 Psalm 46 
I will be exalted among the nations. (Ps. 46:10) 

God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
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Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

**  SECOND READING                       Colossians 1:11-20 
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical 
Christ, the one who was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 

A reading from Colossians. 

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so 
that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully giving thanks to the Father, 
who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has 
rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, for in him all things 
in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 
He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of 
the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 
come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased 
to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

**  GOSPEL READING              Luke 23:33-43 
Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, 
Jesus reveals that to be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses 
his power to welcome a despised sinner to paradise but puts his own death into God’s 
hands. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left.  Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  And they cast lots to divide his 
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clothing. And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, 
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 
The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, “If 
you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, 
“This is the King of the Jews.” 
  One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you 
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you 
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we 
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our 
deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come in your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be 
with me in paradise.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

**  YOUTH MESSAGE 

**  MESSAGE             Pastor Mallory Morris 

**  APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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**  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION        Assisting Minister 
Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Each petition concludes: 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and 
unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

**  GATHERING OF THE GIFTS 

**  OFFERTORY         “Blessing, Honor, and Glory” 
by Geoff Bullock and David Reidy 

Chancel Choir 

Blessing, honor, glory to the Lamb. 
Holy, righteous, worthy is the Lamb. 
Death could not hold him down, 
For he is risen. 
Seated upon the throne, 
He is the Lamb of God. 

Crown him Lord of all: 
The Lamb of God upon the throne. 
Amen. 

**  OFFERING PRAYER          Assisting Minister 
God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with 
good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the 
abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

**  GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God. 
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**  WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we 
come together around the table we discover that our differences are not something we 
just tolerate, but that our differences are indeed a blessing.  So come, children of God, 
just as you are. Wherever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are welcome 
here - here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. Come, children of 
God, come and remember.  Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell: Stories of 
bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories of gathering both enemy and 
friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests revealing the face of 
the sacred. 

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; 
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his 
disciples saying,  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine.  Bless all of us in 
our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize the 
risen Christ in our midst, indeed in one another. 

**  LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

**  INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
There is a place for you at the table of God. 
Come, receive the food that does not perish, a taste of life eternal. 

**  For those communing at home or in the pews: 
**  COMMUNION  −  Receiving the Lord's tangible presence. 

The body of Christ given for you. 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Each person may respond: Amen. 

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior 
and Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to 
receive the elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, 
then you may do that also. 
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NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a 
gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving 
Communion. Also, if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is 
available upon request. For those choosing to remain in the pews, there are 
communion all-in-one cups containing grape juice available in the Narthex. 

     REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION 
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center 
ourselves on Christ and ponder the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we 
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect 
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our 
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day. 

**  TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s 
grace.  Amen. 

**  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        Assisting Minister 
God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of 
heaven that gives life to the world.  Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, 
send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us 
to love and serve in Christ’s name.  Amen. 

**  SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.  
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending. 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word 
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us 
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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 SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

**  BLESSING 
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, 
God the Son save you, 
and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. 

The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a faithful and courageous heart now and 
forever.  Amen. 

**  SENDING SONG               “This Is Amazing Grace” 

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers) 
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness, 

Whose love is mighty and so much stronger? 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers) 
Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder, 
Who leaves us breathless in awe and wonder? 

The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 

(Refrain - All) 
This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 

That you would take my place, 
That you would bear my cross, 

You laid down your life 
That I would be set free. 

O Jesus, I sing for all that you've done for me, 
All that you’ve done for me. 

(Verse 3 - All) 
Who brings our chaos back into order, 

Who makes the orphan a son and daughter? 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 

(Verse 4 - All) 
Who rules the nations with truth and justice, 

Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance? 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 
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(Refrain - All) 
This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 

That you would take my place, 
That you would bear my cross, 

You laid down your life 
That I would be set free. 

O Jesus, I sing for all that you've done for me. 

(Music Ministers) 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain! 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave! 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain! 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave! 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain! 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave! 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain: 

Worthy, worthy, worthy! Oh! 

(Refrain - All) 
This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 

That you would take my place, 
That you would bear my cross, 

You laid down your life 
That I would be set free. 

O Jesus, I sing for all that you've done for me, 
O Jesus, I sing for all that you've done for me. 

**  DISMISSAL           Assisting Minister 
Go in peace.  Share the harvest. 
Created, saved and gifted by God,  
we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ.  Hallelujah, thanks be to God! 

**  POSTLUDE 

_____________________________________ 
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“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two 
Make a commitment not only to worship each week, 

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation 
and seek out a way to serve our community. 

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD 

_____________________________________ 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

Elizabeth of Hungary, renewer of society, died 1231 
Monday, November 17, 2025 

Born in Hungary, Elizabeth was betrothed to the son of the Landgrave of Thuringia, and at 
age four was taken to be raised with him at the Wartburg Castle. Ten years later they were 
married. She was very generous to the poor, and after her husband's death she lived in 
cruel hardship until her own death at age twenty-four. 

Clement, Bishop of Rome, died around 100 
Sunday, November 23, 2025 

Clement was the third bishop of Rome. He is best remembered for a letter he wrote to the 
congregation in Corinth, still struggling with the same problems that led to Paul's letters 
to them. As did Paul, he focused on the need for love among Christians. 

Miguel Agustín Pro, martyr, died 1927 
Sunday, November 23, 2025 

Pro grew up in a time when the Mexican revolutionaries accused the church of siding 
with the wealthy. He became a Jesuit priest, and worked on behalf of the poor and 
homeless. Falsely accused of throwing a bomb at a government official, he was executed, 
but not before crying out "Long live Christ the King!” 
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Justus Falckner, died 1723;  
Jehu Jones, died 1852; William Passavant, died 1894; 

pastors in North America 
Monday, November 24, 2025 

Not only was Falckner the first Lutheran ordained in North America, but he published a 
catechism which was the first Lutheran book published on the continent. Jones was the 
Lutheran church's first African American pastor and carried out missionary work in 
Philadelphia which led to the formation there of the first African American Lutheran 
congregation (St. Paul's). William Passavant helped to establish hospitals and orphanages 
in a number of cities and was the first to introduce deaconesses to the work of hospitals 
in the United States. 

Isaac Watts, hymnwriter, died 1748 
Tuesday, November 25, 2025 

Thought by many to be the greatest hymnwriter in the English language, Watts as a youth 
was critical of the quality of the metrical psalter of the time. He wrote about 600 hymns
—many based on the psalms, but others that are not. 
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