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INTRODUCTION 
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and 
make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of 
Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, 
especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf 
will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s 
table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of 
God has come near. 

POINTING TO JESUS 
John the Baptist is a fitting messenger for the season of Advent, a time for the church to 
prepare for both the nativity of the Christ and for his second coming. John’s call to 
repentance in preparation of Jesus’ arrival carries a challenge for us to rid ourselves of 
everything that obstructs our view. His proclamation is filled with images of cleansing: 
straightening paths, cutting down useless trees, and burning away chaff. John’s baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins means cleansing as well as a changing of the mind, 
a turning toward Jesus, so that one’s whole self is pointed toward the Lord of this world 
and of eternity. 

Undistracted even by thoughts of our own worthiness, the church’s focus year round is 
turned toward the coming of Christ. John points to Jesus, never to himself, and in so doing 
becomes a model for discipleship. Having heard John’s cry, we join the chorus, becoming 
messengers in turn. All our efforts in worship and evangelism, education and social 
ministry point, not to ourselves, our programs, our skill or our saintliness, but only to 
Jesus. Preparing the way of the Lord is very much about pointing others to his real 
presence in and among us. 

This Sunday’s Isaiah reading (“the grass withers, the flower fades”) and that of 2 Peter (“all 
things are to be dissolved”) reinforce the church’s teaching that amidst all that is transient 
in our lives, and creation, only God’s word is eternal. John the Baptist’s testimony points 
us to that Word made flesh, who brings with him a new heaven and a new earth after all 
else has passed away. John directs us in our faith journeys as individuals and 
communities toward a witness that is forever pointing to Jesus. 

___________________________ 
**  indicates to stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

**  PRELUDE            “Warm the Time of Winter” 
text by Ruth Duck; music by Lori True 

Chancel Choir 

When the wind of winter blows,  
Bringing times of solitude, 
Fill the silent, icy night; 
Be our hearts’ compassion. 

Holy light, warm our night; 
Warm the time of winter. 

When we shiver in despair, 
When the chill of death comes near, 
Hold us, Spirit, calm our fear, 
While the evening deepens.  

When in days of fallen snow, 
Change confounds or love burns low, 
From the ashes may there rise  
Phoenix of our growing. 

**  WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS         Pastor Mallory Morris 

**  CONFESSION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose home is heaven and earth, 
whose salvation is sure. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Long-expected God, 
we confess that we look to ourselves 
for the peace and security only you can provide. 
We reach for swords and spears, 
reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. 
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We become impatient while waiting 
and weary of keeping awake. 
Free us from self-reliance, 
and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. 
Increase our trust in God’s timing, 
and awaken us to your advent among us, 
that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 
Amen. 

**  FORGIVENESS 
God judges us not as we deserve, 
but according to God’s own righteousness. 
☩ You are freed and forgiven, 
saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.  Amen. 

**  GATHERING HYMN                                   “Come, Emmanuel” 

Verse Response  
(Corresponds to the bolded text of each verse)  

(Verse 1 -  Music Ministers / All) 
Holy God, burning bush, now hear.  Come, oh, come, Emmanuel. 
Holy God, Moses’ courage, hear.  Come, oh, come, Emmanuel. 
Holy God, Miriam’s song, now hear.  Come, oh, come, Emmanuel. 
Holy God, freeing captives, hear.  Come, oh, come, Emmanuel. 

(Refrain - All)) 
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(Verse 2 -  Music Ministers / All) 
Holy God, prophets ever long.  Come, oh, come, Emmanuel. 
Holy God, exiles waiting long.  Come, oh, come, Emmanuel. 
Holy God, all in prison long.  Come, oh, come, Emmanuel. 
Holy God, holy God, how long?  Come, oh, come, Emmanuel. 

(Refrain - All) 
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

(Verse 3 - Music Ministers / All) 
Holy God, swords to plows shall be.  Come, oh, come, Emmanuel. 
Holy God, greed to grace shall be.  Come, oh, come, Emmanuel. 
Holy God, strife to peace shall be.  Come, oh, come, Emmanuel. 
Holy God, earth made whole shall be.  Come, oh, come, Emmanuel. 

(Refrain - All) 
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

**  GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

**  KYRIE            Assisting Minister 
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**  LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again.  You fasten righteousness 
around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire.  Bless us as we mirror your 
mighty fire in these simple flames, and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we 
prepare.  We ask that peace abound, until none hurt or destroy over all the earth.  
Amen. 
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Advent Week 1    November 30   Verse 1 
Advent Week 2   December 7   Verses 1 & 2 
Advent Week 3   December 14    Verses 1-3 
Advent Week 4   December 21   Verses 1-4 
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**  PRAYER OF THE DAY         Assisting Minister 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 

**  PASSING OF THE PEACE 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching and song. 

**  FIRST READING              Isaiah 11:1-10 
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line 
(the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect 
justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence. 

A reading from Isaiah. 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see 
  or decide by what his ears hear, 
but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 
  and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb; 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
the calf and the lion will feed together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze; 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
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They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
  as the waters cover the sea. 

  On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

**  PSALM               Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
May the righteous flourish; let there be an abundance of peace. (Ps. 72:7) 

Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 
Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel; 
  you alone do wondrous deeds! 
And blessed be your glorious name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen, amen.  

**  SECOND READING                     Romans 15:4-13 
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging 
each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family. 

A reading from Romans. 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May 
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of 
the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors  
and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,  
 “Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
 and again he says,  
 “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; 
 and again,  
 “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
 and again Isaiah says,  
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
   the one who rises to rule the gentiles; 
 in him the gentiles shall hope.” 
 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may   
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

**  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

**  GOSPEL READING                    Matthew 3:1-12 
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to 
mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  
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 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
    make his paths straight.’ ” 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 
around the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the River 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?  
Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; 
therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the 
fire. 
 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is 
more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

**  YOUTH MESSAGE           

**  MESSAGE             Pastor Mallory Morris 

**  HYMN OF THE DAY           “Prepare Ye the Way” 
(Music Ministers/Congregation) 

Prepare ye the way, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 

Prepare ye the way, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 

Prepare ye the way, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 

Prepare ye the way, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 

Yeshua, You reign on high, 
You reign on high. 

Almighty God, Your love is like no other. 
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Yeshua, You reign on high, 
You reign on high. 

Almighty God, Your love is like no other. 

Prepare ye the way, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 

Prepare ye the way, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 

Yeshua, You reign on high, 
You reign on high. 

Almighty God, Your love is like no other. 

Yeshua, You reign on high, 
You reign on high. 

Almighty God, Your love is like no other. 

Your love is like no other.  Yeah! 

Prepare ye the way, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 

Prepare ye the way, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 

**  APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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**  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION        Assisting Minister 
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise 
to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

A brief silence. 

Each petition concludes: 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.  Amen. 

**  GATHERING OF THE GIFTS 

**  OFFERTORY 

**  OFFERING PRAYER          Assisting Minister 
Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.  Through 
this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of 
your kingdom come.  Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

**  GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God. 

**  WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we 
come together around the table we discover that our differences are not something we 
just tolerate, but that our differences are indeed a blessing.  So come, children of God, 
just as you are. Wherever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are welcome 
here - here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. Come, children of 
God, come and remember.  Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell: Stories of 
bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories of gathering both enemy and 
friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests revealing the face of 
the sacred. 

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; 
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his 
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disciples saying,  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine.  Bless all of us in 
our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize the 
risen Christ in our midst, indeed in one another. 

**  LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

**  INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is life.  God is with us. 
Come, receive what God has promised. 

**  COMMUNION  −  Receiving the Lord's tangible presence. 
The body of Christ given for you. 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Each person may respond: Amen. 

Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior 
and Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to 
receive the elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, 
then you may do that also. 

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a 
gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving 
Communion. Also, if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is 
available upon request. For those choosing to remain in the pews, there are 
communion all-in-one cups containing grape juice available in the Narthex. 

     REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION 
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center 
ourselves on Christ and ponder the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we 
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect 
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our 
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day. 

14



**  COMMUNION HYMN               “One Bread, One Body” 

**  TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s 
grace.  Amen. 

**  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        Assisting Minister 
God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.  Send us forth, eager 
to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
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**  SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.  
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending. 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word 
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us 
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

**  BLESSING 
May God who comes among us, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, 
and good news to share today and always.  Amen. 

**  SENDING SONG             “Shine, Jesus, Shine” 
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**  DISMISSAL           Assisting Minister 
Go in peace.  Keep awake. 
Created, saved and gifted by God,  
we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ.  Hallelujah, thanks be to God! 

**  POSTLUDE 

______________________________________________________________ 

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two 
Make a commitment not only to worship each week, 

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation 
and seek out a way to serve our community. 

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD 
                      

______________________________________________________________ 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, died 1552 
Wednesday, December 3, 2025 

A native of the Basque region of Spain, Xavier became a missionary to India, Southeast 
Asia, Japan, and the Philippines. He also helped to found the Society of Jesus (Jesuits). 

John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter,  
died around 749 

Thursday, December 4, 2025 

A monk in an abbey near Jerusalem, John wrote many hymns as well as theological 
works. One of his works, The Fount of Wisdom, remained influential for centuries. 
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Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342 
Saturday, December 6, 2025 

Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in present-day Turkey. 
According to legend, he was famous for his giving to the poor, and so has become a 
symbol of anonymous gift-giving. 

Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, died 397 
Sunday, December 7, 2025 

While a governor of northern Italy, Ambrose was elected bishop of Milan on the same 
day he was baptized. He was a famous preacher, a writer of hymns we still sing today, 
and helped lead St. Augustine to faith. 

Lucy, martyr, died 304 
Saturday, December 13, 2025 

Lucy was a young Christian of Sicily who was martyred during the persecutions under 
Emperor Diocletian. Her celebration became particularly important in Sweden and 
Norway, perhaps because the feast of Lucia (whose name means "light") originally fell on 
the shortest day of the year. 
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