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INTRODUCTION 
Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis 
of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation for 
those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is 
at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s 
mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the days ahead. 

The Devil Doesn’t Wear Tights 
No one believes in the existence of the devil these days, do they? Do you? Perhaps we 
can thank Hollywood and Halloween’s marketing blitz for our casual if not incredulous 
approach to the devil’s existence. Pointy horns, pitch forks, red costumes, and box office 
ticket sales continue to shape our culture’s collective consciousness of the devil. Though 
red tights and long tails may be a frightening thought as you consider a costume for a 
Halloween party, they do nothing to communicate the true terror of an honest-to-God 
encounter with the devil’s power. 
This Lent we are called to expunge the fantastical images of the devil from our minds and 
think seriously about the real presence of evil in our world. We know firsthand about the 
sin that caused, causes, and will cause suffering to us, our loved ones, our neighbors, our 
global communities, and creation itself. Sin is real; suffering is real; evil is real; indeed, 
the devil is real. This oppressive, tangible reality is as real as the air we breathe—felt but 
not always seen. Greed, envy, rage, hatred, war, discrimination, and apathy are just some 
of the ways the devil’s forces wreak havoc upon us. These forces have one goal and one 
goal only: to turn us away from the will of God. 
Matthew’s gospel reorients us to the truth of the devil’s power, and calls us to name 
Satan’s presence in the world. In the wilderness Jesus encounters an evil as real as its 
opposite, resurrection. The great tempter seeks to undermine Jesus’ mission before he 
even begins; testimony that evil has much to fear of our Jesus! Nonetheless, Jesus will not 
be dissuaded. “Away with you, Satan!” proclaims the redeemer of the cosmos. Thus, the 
Lenten journey begins—a journey that takes us to the cross, where the devil is named and 
crushed underfoot. 

_______________________________ 
** indicates to stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.                                                                 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                         Pastor Mallory Morris 

       CALL TO WORSHIP                                      “Tree of Life ”   

Verse 4 
From the dawning of creation 
You have loved as as your own; 
Stay with us through all temptation, 
Make us turn to you alone, 
Make us turn to you alone. 
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** OPENING LITANY 
The prophet Joel calls us to return to the Lord with all our hearts. 
Lord, use this holy season of Lent to reorient our lives toward you. 
As we raise our voices in lament, 
comfort us and give us cause for hope. 
Bless our worship, our work, and our play. 
Guide us with your Spirit, that we may follow where you lead in confidence and 
trust. 

**  GATHERING SONGS                                                                          
“Blessed Be Your Name” 

(Verse 1 - All) 
Blessed be your name in the land that is plentiful, 

Where your streams of abundance flow, 
Blessed be your name. 

(Verse 2 - All) 
Blessed be your name when I'm found in the desert place, 

Though I walk through the wilderness, 
Blessed be your name. 

(Refrain - All) 
Every blessing you pour out I’ll turn back to praise. 
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say: 

Blessed be the name of the Lord; 
Blessed be your name. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord; 
Blessed be your glorious name. 

(Verse 3 - All) 
Blessed be your name when the sun's shining down on me, 

When the world's all as it should be, 
Blessed be your name. 

(Verse 4 - All) 
Blessed be your name on the road marked with suffering, 

Though there's pain in the offering, 
Blessed be your name. 
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(Refrain - All) 
Every blessing you pour out I’ll turn back to praise. 
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say: 

Blessed be the name of the Lord; 
Blessed be your name. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord; 
Blessed be your glorious name. 

(Bridge - Music Ministers / All) 
You give and take away, 
You give and take away. 

My heart will choose to say,  
“Lord, blessed be your name.” 

You give and take away, 
You give and take away. 

My heart will choose to say,  
“Lord, blessed be your name.” 

(Refrain - All) 
Blessed be the name of the Lord; 

Blessed be your name. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord; 
Blessed be your glorious name. 
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 “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”  

"Mighty To Save" 
(Verse 1 - Music Ministers) 

Everyone needs compassion, 
Love that's never failing; 

Let mercy fall on me. 
Everyone needs forgiveness, 
The kindness of a Saviour, 

The hope of nations. 

(Refrain - All) 
Saviour, he can move the mountains. 

My God is mighty to save, 
He is mighty to save. 
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Forever, Author of salvation, 
He rose and conquered the grave, 

Jesus conquered the grave. 

(Verse 2 - All) 
So take me as you find me, 
All my fears and failures. 

Fill my life again. 
I give my life to follow 
Everything I believe in. 

Now I surrender. 

(Refrain - All) 
Saviour, he can move the mountains. 

My God is mighty to save, 
He is mighty to save. 

Forever, Author of salvation, 
He rose and conquered the grave, 

Jesus conquered the grave. 

(Bridge - Music Ministers / All) 
Shine your light, and let the whole world see. 

We're singing 
For the glory of the risen King: 

Jesus. 
Shine your light and let the whole world see. 

We're singing 
For the glory of the risen King. 

(Refrain - All) 
Saviour, he can move the mountains. 

My God is mighty to save, 
He is mighty to save. 

Forever, Author of salvation, 
He rose and conquered the grave, 

Jesus conquered the grave. 

Saviour, he can move the mountains. 
My God is mighty to save, 

He is mighty to save. 
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Forever, Author of salvation, 
He rose and conquered the grave, 

Jesus conquered the grave. 

(All) 
Shine your light, and let the whole world see. 

We're singing 
For the glory of the risen King: 

Jesus. 
Shine your light and let the whole world see. 

We're singing 
For the glory of the risen King.

**  CONFESSION 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 
and blots out all offenses 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For failing to recognize your coming reign, 
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For disregarding voices from the margin, 
and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 
Gracious God, 
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have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 
and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

**  FORGIVENESS 
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 
Through faith, the free gift of God, 
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 
dwells in you, 
pours God’s love into your hearts, 
and gives you life and peace. 
Amen. 

**  PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around 
us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. 
Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

**  PASSING OF THE PEACE 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

**  FIRST READING                                                  Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the 
ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no 
substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, 
sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. 

A reading from Genesis, the second and third chapter 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 
And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the 
garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
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Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the 
garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of 
the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” But the serpent said to the 
woman, “You will not die, for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree 
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and 
made loincloths for themselves. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God 

**. PSALM                                                          Psalm 32 
Mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. (Ps. 32:10) 

 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 
 and whose sin is put away! 
 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, 
 and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 
 because of my groaning all day long. 
 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 
 my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.  
 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. 
 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the guilt of   
my sin. 
 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; 
 when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 
 You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
 you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 
 I will guide you with my eye.  
 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 
 who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 
 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 
  but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 
 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; 
  shout for joy, all who are true of heart. 
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SECOND READING                                                           Romans 5:12-19 
Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death, from   
which we cannot free ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God graciously showers on 
us the free gift of liberation and life. 

A reading from Romans the fifth chapter. 

Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so 
death spread to all because all have sinned for sin was indeed in the world before the 
law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to 
Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of 
the one who was to come. 
But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s 
trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace of the one 
man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. And the gift is not like the effect of the one 
man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift 
following many trespasses brings justification. If, because of the one man’s trespass, 
death reigned through that one, much more surely will those who receive the 
abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, 
Jesus Christ. 
Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all. For just as through the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so through the one man’s obedience the 
many will be made righteous. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God 

     GOSPEL READING                                                                      Matthew 4:1-11 
Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son 
of God, he endures the testing of the evil one. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the fourth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. He fasted 
forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. The tempter came and 
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 
bread.” But he answered, “It is written,  
 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 
  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
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Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is 
written,  
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 
  Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world and their glory, and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will 
fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is 
written,  
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’ ” 
Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

**    
      YOUTH MESSAGE 

**   MESSAGE                      Pastor Mallory Morris 

**  APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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**  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                         Assisting Minister 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world 
and its needs. 

A brief silence. 

Each petition concludes: 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.  Amen.

**  GATHERING OF THE GIFTS 

**  OFFERTORY 

     OFFERING PRAYER          Assisting Minister 
O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You 
send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these 
gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to 
bear witness to his saving work.  We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

**  GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God. 

**  WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we 
come together around the table we discover that our differences are not something 
we just tolerate, but that our differences are indeed a blessing.   So come, children of 
God, just as you are. Wherever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are 
welcome here - here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. Come, 
children of God, come and remember.   Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell: 
Stories of bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories of gathering both 
enemy and friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests 
revealing the face of the sacred. 

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; 
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this 
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for the remembrance of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his 
disciples saying,  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine.   Bless all of us 
in our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize 
the risen Christ in our midst, indeed in one another. 

**  LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

**  INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 

**  For those communing at home or in the pew: 
**  COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence 

The body of Christ given for you. 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Each person may respond: Amen. 
Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior 
and Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to 
receive the elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing, 
then you may do that also. 

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a 
gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving 
Communion. Also, if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is 
available upon request. For those choosing to remain in the pews, there are 
communion all-in-one cups containing grape juice available in the Narthex. 

**  REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION 
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center 
ourselves on Christ and ponder the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we 
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect 
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our 
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day. 
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**  TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s 
grace.  Amen. 

**  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        Assisting Minister 
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.  Through the body and blood 
of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love 
for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

**  SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.  
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending. 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word 
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us 
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

**  BLESSING 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 
God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 
☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
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**  SENDING HYMN                                                    “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”                                                             
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**  DISMISSAL 
    Go in peace.  Believe the Good news. 
    Created, saved and gifted by God,  
    we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ.  Thanks be to God! 

**  POSTLUDE 

______________________________________________________________ 

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two 
Make a commitment not only to worship each week, 

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation 
and seek out a way to serve our community. 

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD 
___________________________________ 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, martyr, died 156 
Monday, February 23, 2026 

Because he is said to have been known by John, the author of Revelation, as 
well as the important early church fathers Irenaeus and Ignatius, Polycarp 

serves as a vital link in church history. He was burned at the stake at age 86 
for refusing to renounce his faith. 

Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, died 1921 
Wednesday, February 25, 2026 

Born in Norway and trained there as a deaconess, Fedde was asked to come 
and minister to the poor and to seamen in New York City. She established the 
Deaconess House in Brooklyn as well as Deaconess Hospital in Minneapolis. 
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