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INTRODUCTION

Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and
humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow
Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration today as
Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to death on
the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s
broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. We begin this week that
stands at the center of the church year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding
work.

True Humility

The servanthood of a teacher in Isaiah, the outcast in the psalm, those who bow down in
Philippians: today’s readings teach humility. On this day we move from Christ’s
triumphant ride on a humble donkey to the humiliation of the cross. The humility of the
characters in the passion story is in question: Judas, Pilate, the Twelve, chief priests and
elders, Barabbas, the crowd, the soldiers, two bandits. Among other things, their lack of
humility is what brings about the passion of Christ. There is only one truly humble person
in this story: Jesus the Christ. Matthew’s humble Jesus cries out from the cross to ask God
why he has been forsaken.

Only in the stories of the resurrection do other humble characters appear: the centurion,
the women, Joseph of Arimathea. A careful look at the complexity of humility in the palm
and passion stories could set up a reflective theme carried through to Easter. Who in each
story do we regard as humble? Why? How does our humility compare? Are there
characters who seem to gain or lose humility in the course of the story from the
triumphant entry to the resurrection? A deep and meaningful understanding of humility is
a worthy and lasting gift to take away from the season of Lent and the celebration of
Easter.

Joseph of Arimathea is a particularly good character on which to base an understanding
of humility. A close look at all references to him in the Gospels, and a bit of creative
narrative, create an image of a truly humble believer. He is referenced in both canonical
and apocryphal texts. His devotion represents deep humility that leads to the very finest
of good works as he cares for the body of Jesus.

** indicates to stand as you are able.
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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE “The Holy City”
by Stephen Adams and Frederic Weatherly
Ed Thieman, tenor

Last night | lay a-sleeping; there came a dream so fair:

| stood in old Jerusalem, beside the temple there.

| heard the children singing, and ever as they sang,

| heard the voice of angels from heaven in answer rang.

Jerusalem! Jerusalem!

Lift up your gates, and sing,
“Hosanna in the highest!
Hosanna to your King!”

And then, | thought my dream was changed, the streets no longer rang,
Hushed were the glad “Hosannas!” the little children sang.

The sun grew dark with mystery, the morn was cold and chill,

As the shadow of a cross arose upon a lonely hill.

Jerusalem! Jerusalem!
Hark! how the Angels sing,
“Hosanna in the highest,
Hosanna to your King!”

And once again the scene was changed; new earth there seemed to be!
| saw the Holy City beside the tideless sea;

The light of God was on its streets; the gates were open wide,

And all who would might enter, and no one was denied.

No need of moon or stars by night, or sun to shine by day,

It was the new Jerusalem, that would not pass away.

Jerusalem! Jerusalem!
Sing, for the night is o’er!
“Hosanna in the highest,
Hosanna for evermore!”

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Mallory Morris

ACCLAMATION
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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** PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL Matthew 21:1-11
Entrance into the final days.

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you,
and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring
them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.” And
he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken
through the prophet:

“Tell the daughter of Zion,

Look, your king is coming to you,

humble and mounted on a donkey,

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and
the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on
the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The
crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

The gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

** PROCESSIONAL HYMN “All Glory, Laud and Honor” (ELW 344)
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 26:14-29
Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and
said, "What will you give me if | betray him to you?" They paid him thirty pieces of
silver. And from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. On
the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Where do you
want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?" He said, "Go into the
city to a certain man, and say to him, 'The Teacher says, My time is near; | will keep
the Passover at your house with my disciples." So the disciples did as Jesus had
directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. When it was evening, he took his
place with the twelve; and while they were eating, he said, "Truly | tell you, one of
you will betray me." And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one
after another, "Surely not I, Lord?" He answered, "The one who has dipped his hand
into the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but
woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for
that one not to have been born." Judas, who betrayed him, said, "Surely not I, Rabbi?"
He replied, "You have said so." While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and
after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take, eat; this is my
body." Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink
from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many
for the forgiveness of sins. | tell you, | will never again drink of this fruit of the vine
until that day when | drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

For those communing at home or in the pew:
COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence
The body of Christ given for you.

The blood of Christ shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.
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Communion Statement ~ If you believe in your heart that Jesus Christ is your Savior
and Redeemer and would like to receive Holy Communion, then come forward to
receive the elements. If you would just like to come forward and receive a blessing,
then you may do that also.

NOTE: We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion. If you have a
gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request when receiving
Communion. Also, if you prefer not to receive wine at Communion, apple juice is
available upon request. For those choosing to remain in the pews, there are
communion all-in-one cups containing grape juice available in the Narthex.

REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION

As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center
ourselves on Christ and ponder the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day.
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COMMUNION HYMN “l Received the Living God”
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WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

** PRAYER OF THE DAY
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus
Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable
us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his
resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

PASSION READING Matthew 26:30-46
When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said
to them, "You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is written, 'l
will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' But after | am
raised up, | will go ahead of you to Galilee." Peter said to him, "Though all become
deserters because of you, | will never desert you." Jesus said to him, "Truly I tell you,
this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times." Peter said to
him, "Even though | must die with you, | will not deny you." And so said all the
disciples. Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his
disciples, "Sit here while | go over there and pray." He took with him Peter and the two
sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, "I am
deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me." And going a
little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible,
let this cup pass from me; yet not what | want but what you want." Then he came to
the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, "So, could you not stay
awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time
of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." Again he went away for the
second time and prayed, "My Father, if this cannot pass unless | drink it, your will be
done." Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving
them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then
he came to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and taking your rest?
See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get
up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand."
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HYMN “1 Want Jesus To Walk with Me” (ELW 325)
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PASSION READING Matthew 26:47-56
While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now
the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one | will kiss is the man; arrest
him." At once he came up to Jesus and said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed him. Jesus
said to him, "Friend, do what you are here to do." Then they came and laid hands on
Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword,
drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to
him, "Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the
sword. Do you think that | cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me
more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled,
which say it must happen in this way?" At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, "Have
you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though | were a bandit? Day after
day | sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken
place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled." Then all the disciples
deserted him and fled.

HYMN “Tree of Life”
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PASSION READING Matthew 26:57-68
Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house
the scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter was following him at a distance, as
far as the courtyard of the high priest; and going inside, he sat with the guards in order
to see how this would end. Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking
for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, but they found
none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said,
"This fellow said, 'l am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three
days." The high priest stood up and said, "Have you no answer? What is it that they
testify against you?" But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, "l put you
under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God." Jesus
said to him, "You have said so. But | tell you, From now on you will see the Son of
Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven." Then the
high priest tore his clothes and said, "He has blasphemed! Why do we still need
witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?" They answered,
"He deserves death." Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped
him, saying, "Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?”

MEDITATION “Jesus, The Lord”
text from Philippians 2:5-11, Acts 17:28; para. Roc O’Connor, S)

Music by Roc O’Connor, S

Duane Tackis, tenor

Mark Shoemaker, baritone

Men of the GSLC Music Ministry

Jesus!
Let all creation bend the knee
To the Lord.

In him, we live;

We move and have our being;

In him, the Christ; in him, the King!
Jesus, the Lord.

Though Son,

He did not cling to godliness,

But emptied himself, became a slave!
Jesus, the Lord.

He lived

Obediently his Father’s will,
Accepting his death, death on a tree!
Jesus, the Lord.

page 12



PASSION READING Matthew 26:69—27:10
Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said,
"You also were with Jesus the Galilean." But he denied it before all of them, saying, "I
do not know what you are talking about." When he went out to the porch, another
servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, "This man was with Jesus of
Nazareth." Again he denied it with an oath, "I do not know the man." After a little
while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, "Certainly you are also one of them,
for your accent betrays you." Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, "l do not
know the man!" At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus
had said: "Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times." And he went out and
wept bitterly. When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people
conferred together against Jesus in order to bring about his death. They bound him,
led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor. When Judas, his betrayer,
saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought back the thirty pieces of
silver to the chief priests and the elders. He said, "l have sinned by betraying innocent
blood." But they said, "What is that to us? See to it yourself." Throwing down the
pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself. But the
chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, "It is not lawful to put them into the
treasury, since they are blood money." After conferring together, they used them to
buy the potter's field as a place to bury foreigners. For this reason that field has been
called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through
the prophet Jeremiah, "And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one on
whom a price had been set, on whom some of the people of Israel had set a
price, and they gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord commanded me."
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HYMN “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” (ELW 335, verses 1 & 2)
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PASSION READING Matthew 27:11-26
Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, "Are you the King
of the Jews?" Jesus said, "You say so." But when he was accused by the chief priests
and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, "Do you not hear how many
accusations they make against you?" But he gave him no answer, not even to a single
charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. Now at the festival the governor was
accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that
time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered,
Pilate said to them, "Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or
Jesus who is called the Messiah?" For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they
had handed him over. While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word
to him, "Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today | have suffered a great
deal because of a dream about him." Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded
the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to
them, "Which of the two do you want me to release for you?" And they said,
"Barabbas." Pilate said to them, "Then what should | do with Jesus who is called the
Messiah?" All of them said, "Let him be crucified!" Then he asked, "Why, what evil has
he done?" But they shouted all the more, "Let him be crucified!" So when Pilate saw
that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, "l am innocent of this man's blood; see to
it yourselves." Then the people as a whole answered, "His blood be on us and on our
children!" So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him
over to be crucified.

HYMN “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” (ELW 335, verses 3 & 4)
(Music printed on previous page.)

PASSION READING Matthew 27:27-44
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and they
gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on
him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a
reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, "Hail, King of
the Jews!" They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After
mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then
they led him away to crucify him. As they went out, they came upon a man from
Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they
came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him
wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when
they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting
lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the
charge against him, which read, "This is Jesus, the King of the Jews." Then two bandits
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were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by
derided him, shaking their heads and saying, "You who would destroy the temple and
build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the
cross." In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were
mocking him, saying, "He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of
Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in
God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, 'l am God's Son." The
bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.

HYMN “Lamb of God” (ELW 336)
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PASSION READING Matthew 27:45-56
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And
about three o'clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" that is,
"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" When some of the bystanders heard
it, they said, "This man is calling for Elijah." At once one of them ran and got a
sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the
others said, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him." Then Jesus cried
again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of the
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were
split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen
asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the
holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with him, who
were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were
terrified and said, "Truly this man was God's Son!" Many women were also there,
looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee and had provided
for him. Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and
Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.

HYMN “How Deep the Father’s Love”
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1.How deep the Fa-ther's love for us, how vast be-yond all meas - ure  That

2. Be -hold the Man up - on a cross, my sin up-on his shoul- ders. A -
3. I will notboast in an - y-thing: no gifts, no pow'r,no wis - dom. But
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he should give his on - ly Son to make a wretch his treas - ure. = How
shamed, I  hear my mock-ing voice call out a-mong the scof - fers. It

I will boast in Je - sus Christ: his death and res - ur-rec - tion. Why

= — == —

Y, ~
great the pain of sear - ing loss. The Fa - ther turns his face a-way As
was my sin that held him there un - til it was ac- com - plished; His
should I gain from his  re- ward? I can-not give an an - swer, But
ﬁﬁ | | 3 |
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wounds which mar the Cho-sen One bring man - y sonsto glo - ry.
dy - ing breath has brought me life. I know that it is fin - ished.
this I know with all my heart: his wounds have paid my ran - som.
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PASSION READING
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who
was also a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then
Pilate ordered it to be given to him. So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean
linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then
rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. The next day, that is, after the day of
Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, "Sir,
we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, 'After three days | will
rise again.' Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third day;
otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the people, 'He has been
raised from the dead,' and the last deception would be worse than the first." Pilate
said to them, "You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can." So they
went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.

** SENDING HYMN

SENDING

Matthew 27:57-66

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

“Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?” (ELW 353)
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1 Were you there when they cru - ci - fied my Lord? Were you  there!
2 Were you there when they nailed him to  the tree?
3 Were you there when they pierced him in  the side?
4 Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
5 Were you there when they laid him in  the tomb? Wi .
ere you there?
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Were you there when they cru - ci - fied my Lord? Were you  there?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in  the side?
Were you there when the sun re - fused to shine?
Were you there when they laid ~ him in  the tomb? .
— . ere you there?
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some-times it
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caus-es me to trem-ble, trem-ble, trem-ble.
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Were you there when they cru - ci-fied my Lord? Were you there?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in  the side?
Were you there when the sun  re-fused to shine?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? Wi ‘
ere you there?
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** DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.

Created, saved and gifted by God,

we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God.

A COLLECTION PLATE IS LOCATED NEAR THE ENTRANCE OF

SANCTUARY. YOU CAN PLACE YOUR OFFERING AND
ATTENDANCE CARDS THERE. THANK YOU!

“W + 2” = WORSHIP PLUS TwO

MAKE A COMMITMENT NOT ONLY TO WORSHIP EACH WEEK,
BUT ALSO TRY TO FIND A WAY TO SERVE IN THE CONGREGATION
AND SEEK OUT A WAY TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, died 1824
Sunday, March 29, 2026

Hauge was a layperson who wished to revitalize the church in Norway. As a result of a
mystical experience, he felt called to preach. Many professionals in the church feared
his motives and influence, and he was imprisoned for leading unauthorized
gatherings.

John Donne, poet, died 1631
Tuesday, March 31, 2026

After finishing his education at Oxford University, Donne seemed headed for a career
in the English public service. But a series of circumstances led him into the ordained
ministry. He is well known as a writer of both secular and sacred poetry.

Benedict the African, confessor, died 1589
Saturday, April 4, 2026

Born into slavery on the island of Sicily, Benedict lived as a hermit until the pope
ordered all hermits to attach themselves to a monastery, at which time Benedict joined
the Franciscans. Though illiterate, he was highly respected as a confessor and later
superior of his community.
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