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INTRODUCTION

The welcome of baptism is for all God'’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the
power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a
cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on our
baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful
welcome.

Life in Christ Includes Praise and Lament

Though we may prefer to think of God giving us lives of joy and ease, a full life in Christ
also includes sorrow and grief. To the extent we are willing to acknowledge God’s
presence in every circumstance, our faith becomes integrated and sustainable through a
lifetime.

The texts for today offer a survey of faith-full moments for the people of God, from
arguably the most disturbing story in all our scriptures (Genesis 22; semicontinuous
series) to the proclamation of God’s everlasting faithfulness (Psalms 89 and 13).

Does our worship avoid faithful lament?

Marked by transformation as clear and life and death (Romans 6), the disciple naturally
embodies the gospel of Jesus Christ. Like it or not, this includes moments of sadness,
grief, and betrayal that were very much a part of Jesus’ faithful journey. If our lives are
identified with Christ, disciples can name both joys and sorrows as dimensions of Christ’s
story and purpose.

The greatest challenge of faith for most Christians is the moment of suffering, so this day
invites us to practice faithful lament. In an age of denial when difficult things are swept
under the rug, we may resist the idea that God wants anything to do with suffering. Our
scriptures, however, ensure we do not avoid earth-bound realities. The psalmist wails a
prayer in faith that not only laments abandonment by God but also confesses God’s
steadfast love (Psalm 13; semicontinuous series). The story of Abraham and Isaac haunts
our imaginations when we expect God to make life easy.

Worship calls us to faithfully lament as well as praise. Let today be a service of full-
hearted proclamation of the depths of life in Christ.

** indicates to stand as you are able.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Mallory Morris

CONFESSION
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

FORGIVENESS

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.
In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God'’s love. Amen.
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** GATHERING HYMN "As We Gather at Your Table" (ELW 522)
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, snd the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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** PRAYER OF THE DAY Assisting Minister
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy
reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one
another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

** PASSING OF THE PEACE



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture-reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 28:5-9
Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations
should submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the word of
Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be believed
until it came true. God confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false
prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17).

A reading from Jeremiah, the twenty-eighth chapter.

The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests
and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord, and the prophet
Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the words that you
have prophesied and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of
the Lord and all the exiles. But listen now to this word that | speak in your hearing and
in the hearing of all the people. The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient
times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great
kingdoms. As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet
comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing. (Ps. 89:1)

Your love, O Lord, forever will | sing;

from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
For | am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.

“l have made a covenant with my chosen one;

| have sworn an oath to David my servant:

‘l will establish your line forever,

and preserve your throne for all generations.” ”

Happy are the people who know the festal shout!

They walk, O Lord, in the light of your presence.

They rejoice daily in your name;

they are jubilant in your righteousness.

For you are the glory of their strength,



and by your favor our might is exalted.
Truly, our shield belongs to the Lord;
our king to the Holy One of Israel.

SECOND READING Romans 6:12-23
Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives.
Sin’s final payoff is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live
obediently under God'’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life.

A reading from Romans, the sixth chapter.

Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. No longer
present your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present yourselves
to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members
to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since
you are not under law but under grace.

What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves,
you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of
obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that you who were
slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which
you were entrusted and that you, having been set free from sin, have become enslaved
to righteousness. | am speaking in human terms because of your limitations. For just as
you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to
even more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness,
leading to sanctification.

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what fruit
did you then gain from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those
things is death. But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the
fruit you have leads to sanctification, and the end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



** GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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** GOSPEL READING Matthew 10:40-42
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and
hardships they will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and
support their ministry.

bl

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the tenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the
name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous
person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, and
whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor Mallory Morris



** HYMN OF THE DAY "Just As | Am without One Plea" (ELW 592)
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APOSTLES” CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Assisting Minister
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the
world.

A brief silence.

Each petition concludes:
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers
to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

GATHERING OF THE GIFTS

OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER Assisting Minister
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you

and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

11



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

** GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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** THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth.
You rescued your covenant people, led them on all their journeys,
and taught them by the prophets.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

13
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Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal,
and make us one in this community of faith
and with your people throughout the world.

Glory and praise to you, O God,
Author of life,

Word made flesh,

Power of the Most High,

now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

For those communing at home or in the pew:
COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence
The body of Christ given for you.

The blood of Christ shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.

Communion Statement ~ We believe that the communion table is not Pr. Mallory’s
table, Good Shepherd Lutheran’s table, or even the ELCA’s table. This is God’s table.
And because this is God’s table, we believe that anyone who wishes to receive
communion can come forward and do so without condition or qualification.

Please note that we provide a non-alcoholic option (white) for those who do not want
to partake of the communion wine (red). We also have gluten-free wafers available for
those who need them. Simply let Pr. Mallory and the communion assistants know that
you need something different when they come to you.

If anyone wishes to come forward and receive a blessing instead of communion
elements, you are welcome to come forward to the communion rails with your arms
crossed over your chest in the shape of an “X” instead.

14



If mobility concerns make it difficult to come forward for communion, you can alert
the ushers, and they will let Pr. Mallory know to come to you.

REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION

As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center
ourselves on Christ and ponder the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day.
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COMMUNION HYMN

“10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)”
(Refrain - Music Ministers)
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul.
Worship his holy name.
Sing like never before, O my soul;
I"ll worship your holy name.

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning,
It's time to sing your song again.
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me,
Let me be singing when the evening comes.

(Refrain - All)
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul.
Worship his holy name.
Sing like never before, O my soul;
I’ll worship your holy name.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)

You're rich in love, and you're slow to anger.
Your name is great and your heart is kind.
For all your goodness, | will keep on singing;
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.

(Refrain - All)
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul.
Worship his holy name.
Sing like never before, O my soul;
I’ll worship your holy name.

(Verse 3 - Music Ministers)
And on that day, when my strength is failing,
The end draws near, and my time has come;
Still, my soul will sing your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore!

(Refrain - All/Music Ministers)
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul.
Worship his holy name.
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Sing like never before, O my soul;
I’ll worship your holy name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul.
Worship his holy name.
Sing like never before, O my soul;
I’ll worship your holy name.
I"ll worship your holy name.
Lord, I'll worship your holy name.

** TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s
grace. Amen.
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** HYMN AFTER COMMUNION

Canticle of Simeon
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Assisting Minister
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending.

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always. Amen.
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** SENDING HYMN

Refrain/Estribillo

"Take My Life that | May Be" (ELW 583)
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** DISMISSAL Assisting Minister

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Created, saved and gifted by god,
we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ. Hallelujah, thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

“W + 2” = WORSHIP PLUS TWO

MAKE A COMMITMENT NOT ONLY TO WORSHIP EACH WEEK,
BUT ALSO TRY TO FIND A WAY TO SERVE IN THE CONGREGATION
AND SEEK OUT A WAY TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, died 444

Saturday, June 27, 2026
Cyril defended the orthodox teachings about the person of Christ. After a
conflict involving all of the major Christian leaders of the time, it was decided
that Cyril's interpretation, that Christ's person included both divine and
human natures, was correct.

Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, died around 202

Sunday, June 28, 2026
This important early church leader tried very hard to hold to the faith handed
down by the apostles. An opponent of the movement known as gnosticism,
Irenaeus was one of the first to speak of the church as catholic, or linked
together.

Peter and Paul, Apostles

Monday, June 29, 2026
These two strong-willed apostles are the pillars of the church in the first
generation after Christ. Peter was one of the Twelve, one who both offered a
glorious confession of faith and later denied knowing Jesus. Paul once led the
persecution of Christians, then was converted and helped bring the faith to
non-Jewish people.

Catherine Winkworth, died 1878; John Mason Neale, died 1866;
hymn translators

Wednesday, July 1, 2026

Neale was an English priest who specialized in the translation of Latin and

Greek hymns into English. Winkworth lived in Manchester, England, and

devoted herself to translating German hymns. Almost all English-speaking
hymnals include many of their translations.
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Thomas, Apostle
Friday, July 3, 2026

Though frequently remembered as "doubting Thomas," this apostle also
demonstrated a willingness to suffer and die with Jesus (John 11:16), and
finally claimed the risen Christ as "my Lord and my God!" By tradition, he

later worked as a missionary in India. Long commemorated on December 21,
Thomas's celebration is moved to July 3 in agreement with ecumenical
calendars.
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