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INTRODUCTION

In Isaiah we hear that God'’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God
will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an
outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus
commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the
margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be
signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need.

We Are Beggars, This Is True

“We are beggars; this is true.” These are reported to be Martin Luther’s last written words.
Christians are “beggars” for God's grace, undeserving but graced nonetheless. A beggar’s
faith focuses not on what is given or accomplished or believed, but on what is received:
the healing and sustenance desperately longed for and needed.

In today’s gospel, the Canaanite woman is such a “beggar” for Jesus’ healing for her
daughter. She is denied a place at the table at first, but she will accept even “crumbs” in
the faith that Jesus’ healing power and love are intended even for her. As a gentile, she
inhabits the margins of Jesus” mission “to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt.
15:24). Jesus’ eventual response to her beggar’s faith reveals that the love of God even
encompasses the margins.

Marginalized or not, we are all beggars before God, as Paul reminds the Romans—all
“imprisoned . . . in disobedience” (Rom. 11:32) and dependent on God. Thus, our sense
of “insider” and “outsider” crumbles in the face of our common need and God’s
abundant mercy to all. Instead of dividing those who have a place at the table and those
who get crumbs, we have an opportunity to share hospitality with our fellow beggars.

It can be challenging to see ourselves as beggars. Today the Canaanite woman becomes
our model, as she persists with both humility and audacity. As disciples of Jesus and
“beggars” for God'’s grace, we live the same paradox of humility and audacity, boldly
coming to Jesus and humbly acknowledging our need. Even though crumbs from God’s
table would be enough for us, we are offered instead the abundance of Jesus” own self in
bread and wine and invited to share this abundance with insider and outsider alike.

** indicates to stand as you are able.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Mallory Morris

CONFESSION
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

FORGIVENESS

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.
In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God'’s love. Amen.
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** GATHERING HYMN

“Your Grace Is Enough”

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Great is your faithfulness, O God;

You wrestle with the sinner’s restless heart.
You lead us by still waters into mercy,
And nothing can keep us apart.

So remember your people,

Remember your children,
Remember your promise, O God.

(Refrain - Music Ministers)
Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough,

Your grace is enough for me.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers/All)
Great is your love and justice, God;
You use the weak to lead the strong.

You lead us in the song of your salvation,
And all your people sing along.
So remember your people,
Remember your children,
Remember your promise, O God.

(Refrain - All)
Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough for me.

Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough for me.

(All)
Remember your people,
Remember your children,
Remember your promise, O God.
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Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough,
Your grace is enough for me.

(All/Music Ministers)
Your grace is enough;
Heaven reaches out to us.
Your grace is enough for me.

Your grace is enough;
I’'m covered in your love.
Your grace is enough for me.

** GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, snd the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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** CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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** PRAYER OF THE DAY

and Lord. Amen.

** PASSING OF THE PEACE

‘A - men!
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- men!

Assisting Minister
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you.
Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy,
that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture-reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to
save. Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community —
not race, nationality, or any other category.

A reading from lIsaiah, the fifty-sixth chapter.

Thus says the Lord:

Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come

and my deliverance be revealed.

And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,

all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it
and hold fast my covenant—

these | will bring to my holy mountain
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar,

for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.

Thus says the Lord God,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel:
| will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 67
Let all the peoples praise you, O God. (Ps. 67:3)

May God be merciful to us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
Let your way be known upon earth,
your saving health among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.
May God give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

SECOND READING Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that,
while all have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all.

A reading from Romans, the eleventh chapter.

Paul writes: | ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! | myself am an
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not
rejected his people whom he foreknew.

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so
also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they
also may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he
may be merciful to all.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



** GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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** GOSPEL READING Matthew 15:10-28

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward
religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman
considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help.

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not what
goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that
defiles.” Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” He answered, “Every plant
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are
blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a
pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, “Are you also
still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters
the stomach and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds
from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions,
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile
a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not
answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for
she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He
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answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said,
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then
Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.”
And her daughter was healed from that moment.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH MESSAGE

MESSAGE

** HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Mallory Morris

"Build a Longer Table"
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APOSTLES” CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Assisting Minister
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

Each petition concludes:
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GATHERING OF THE GIFTS

OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER Assisting Minister
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you

and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

** GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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** THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth.
You rescued your covenant people, led them on all their journeys,
and taught them by the prophets.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal,
and make us one in this community of faith
and with your people throughout the world.

Glory and praise to you, O God,
Author of life,

Word made flesh,

Power of the Most High,

now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

For those communing at home or in the pew:
COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence
The body of Christ given for you.

The blood of Christ shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.

Communion Statement ~ We believe that the communion table is not Pr. Mallory’s
table, Good Shepherd Lutheran’s table, or even the ELCA’s table. This is God’s table.
And because this is God’s table, we believe that anyone who wishes to receive
communion can come forward and do so without condition or qualification.

Please note that we provide a non-alcoholic option (white) for those who do not want
to partake of the communion wine (red). We also have gluten-free wafers available for
those who need them. Simply let Pr. Mallory and the communion assistants know that
you need something different when they come to you.

If anyone wishes to come forward and receive a blessing instead of communion
elements, you are welcome to come forward to the communion rails with your arms
crossed over your chest in the shape of an “X” instead.
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If mobility concerns make it difficult to come forward for communion, you can alert
the ushers, and they will let Pr. Mallory know to come to you.

REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION

As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center
ourselves on Christ and ponder the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day.
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COMMUNION HYMN "One Bread, One Body" (ELW 496)
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** TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God'’s
grace. Amen.
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** HYMN AFTER COMMUNION _
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Canticle of Simeon
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** PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Assisting Minister

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share

your love freely, as you have shared with us.

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
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** SENDING OF COMMUNION
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending.

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

** BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
+ one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always. Amen.

** SENDING HYMN

“One Thing Remains (Your Love Never Fails)”
(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Higher than the mountains that | face.
Stronger than the power of the grave,
Constant in the trial and the change,
One thing remains, one thing remains.
Your love, your love, your love will never change.

(Verse 2 - Music Ministers)
On and on and on and on it goes.
It overwhelms and satisfies my soul.
And | never, ever have to be afraid.
One thing remains, one thing remains.

(Refrain - All)
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me.
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me.
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me:
Your love.
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(Verse 3 - All)
On and on and on and on it goes.
It overwhelms and satisfies my soul.
And I never, ever have to be afraid.
One thing remains, one thing remains.

(Refrain - All)
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me.
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me.
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me:
Your love.

(Music Ministers/All)
In death, in life, I'm confident and covered
By the power of your great love.
My debt is paid; There’s nothing that can separate my heart
From your great love.
In death, in life, I'm confident and covered
By the power of your great love.
My debt is paid; There’s nothing that can separate my heart
From your great love.

(Refrain - All)
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me.
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me.
Your love never fails, it never gives up, never runs out on me:
Your love.

In death, in life, I'm confident and covered
By the power of your great love.
My debt is paid; There’s nothing that can separate my heart
From your great love, your love.

(Final Verse - Music Ministers)
Higher than the mountains that | face.
Stronger than the power of the grave,
Constant in the trial and the change,
One thing remains, one thing remains:

Your love.

** DISMISSAL Assisting Minister
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Created, saved and gifted by god,
we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ. Hallelujah, thanks be to God!
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POSTLUDE

“W + 2” = WORSHIP PLUS TWO

MAKE A COMMITMENT NOT ONLY TO WORSHIP EACH WEEK,
BUT ALSO TRY TO FIND A WAY TO SERVE IN THE CONGREGATION
AND SEEK OUT A WAY TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Mary, Mother of Our Lord

Saturday, August 15, 2026
The church (including Martin Luther) honored Mary with the title theotokos,
meaning "God-bearer," for her role in giving birth to the Son of God. Her
song, the Magnificat, speaks eloquently of God's lifting the lowly and feeding
the hungry.

Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, died 1153
Thursday, August 20, 2026

Bernard, a Cistercian monk, was a man of great spirituality who wrote
mystical works and criticized those whom he thought took an overly
intellectual approach to the faith. He became an abbot and wrote several
hymns that are still beloved today.
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