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INTRODUCTION 
In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which 
they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold 
confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s 
mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living 
sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go 
forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed. 

CONFESSING CHRIST, FORMED IN FAITH 

In late August, students are preparing to go back to school, and many churches gear up 
for a new year of Christian education. It is a good time to be reminded of the heart of 
Christian formation: conformation and transformation (Rom. 12:2). 
Disciples are formed over time—shaped by learning, worship, and all aspects of Christian 
life in community. As it was for Peter, part of our formation is learning to confess Jesus as 
the Messiah, not only with the right words but also through an experience of the living 
God in Christ. And along with Peter, through such formation we also discover who we 
are in relation to God: After Peter “confesses” Jesus’ identity of Messiah, Jesus “confesses” 
Peter’s identity by calling out his name and vocation. 
Traditionally, Lutheran worship contains two confessions which keep forming us: a 
confession of sin and a confession of faith. In the first, we acknowledge who we are as 
sinner and saint, and in the second, we acknowledge who God is in the mystery of the 
Trinity. Like Peter’s, our own identity is revealed in those truths. And, we might say, we 
are continually formed by and through them. 
Peter’s confession is not a precondition for following Jesus; it comes in the middle of his 
journey of discipleship. Our formation too is a long process—lifelong, in fact—which 
begins at baptism (and even before!) and is guided by those who travel before and with 
us. At this time of year, as we explore our own formation, identity, and vocation as 
disciples of Jesus, Isaiah entreats us, “Look to the rock from which you were hewn” 
(51:1). Envisioning Peter the “rock” (Matt. 16:18), we might also consider how we are 
“chips off the old block” of our forebears in faith. 

___________________________ 
**  indicates to stand as you are able. 

2



GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

**  PRELUDE 

**  WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS         Pastor Mallory Morris 

     CALL TO WORSHIP                           “We Are an Offering”  
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     OPENING LITANY 

We gather in the name of the Lord, our God —  
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. 
Praise be to the Lord,  
who calls us to be a community of love and service. 
Jesus - though God - took on the form of a servant  
and humbled himself for our sake. 
He showed us how to love:  
to wash one another's feet,  
to lead through humility. 
As his disciples, we are commissioned  
to be the hands and feet of Christ in the world. 
We come with willing hearts,  
ready to love our neighbors and serve those in need. 
Open our lips, O Lord, that our mouths may declare your praise. 
Guide us in your truth, and empower us by your Spirit  
to live as faithful servants today. 
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    GATHERING SONGS                                   “Make Me a Servant”    

5



 “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” 

 

6



 “Seek Ye First” 
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**  CONFESSION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins.  Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you.  Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 

**  FORGIVENESS 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest.”  In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are 
forgiven.  Rest in God’s love.  Amen. 

**  PRAYER OF THE DAY          Assisting Minister 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our 
life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may 
gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

**  PASSING OF THE PEACE 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture-reading, preaching and song. 

**  FIRST READING                Isaiah 51:1-6 
Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so 
now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never 
end. 

A reading from Isaiah, fifty-first chapter. 

 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 
  you who seek the Lord. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn 
  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 Look to Abraham your father 
  and to Sarah, who bore you, 
 for he was but one when I called him, 
  but I blessed him and made him many. 
 For the Lord will comfort Zion; 
  he will comfort all her waste places 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the Lord; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, 
  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

 Listen to me, my people, 
  and give heed to me, my nation, 
 for a teaching will go out from me 
  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; 
  my salvation has gone out, 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, 
  and for my arm they hope. 
 Lift up your eyes to the heavens 
  and look at the earth beneath, 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
  the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats, 
 but my salvation will be forever, 
  and my deliverance will never be ended. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                                                                Psalm 138 
O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8) 

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
 before the gods I will sing your praise. 
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your   
steadfast love and faithfulness; 
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
When I called, you answered me; 
you increased my strength within me. 
All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, 
when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
They will sing of the ways of the Lord, 
 that great is the glory of the Lord. 
The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, 
perceiving the haughty from afar 
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save 
me. 
You will make good your purpose for me; 
O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your 
hands.  

SECOND READING                             Romans 12:1-8 
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-
pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live 
but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different 
forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the 
body of Christ. 

A reading from Romans, the twelfth chapter. 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable act of worship. Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by 
the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 
more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according 
to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many 
members and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts 

10



that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, 
in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, 
in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

**  GOSPEL READING                Matthew 16:13-20 
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will 
overcome the very gates of Hades. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. And I 
tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 
will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell 
anyone that he was the Messiah. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

YOUTH MESSAGE 

MESSAGE               Pastor Mallory Morris 

11



**  APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

**  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION           Assisting Minister 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, 
and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Each petition concludes: 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GATHERING OF THE GIFTS 

OFFERTORY  

OFFERING PRAYER          Assisting Minister 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.  Help us take heart in you 
and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.  We ask 
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.  Amen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

**  DIALOGUE 
Lift up your heads; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your voices; we lift them up to God. 
Lift up your hearts; we lift them up to God. 

**  THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
And so we gather at the table. We come from many different places in life. And as we 
come together around the table we discover that our differences are not something we 
just tolerate, but that our differences are indeed a blessing.  So come, children of God, 
just as you are. Wherever you are on this journey of life and faith, you are welcome 
here - here in this place, here in this community, here at this table. Come, children of 
God, come and remember.  Remember the stories that Jesus’ friends tell: Stories of 
bread broken and shared to feed a multitude; stories of gathering both enemy and 
friend together around a common table; stories of unlikely guests revealing the face of 
the sacred. 

On a night of both celebration and betrayal Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it; 
gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” Then Jesus took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to his 
disciples saying,  “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

And so we pray: Lord, bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine.  Bless all of us in 
our eating and drinking that our eyes might be open, and that we might recognize the 
risen Christ in our midst, indeed in one another. 

**  LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

**  INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 

* 
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     For those communing at home or in the pew: 
**  COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence 

The body of Christ given for you. 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Each person may respond: Amen. 

Communion Statement ~ We believe that the communion table is not Pr. Mallory’s 
table, Good Shepherd Lutheran’s table, or even the ELCA’s table. This is God’s table. 
And because this is God’s table, we believe that anyone who wishes to receive 
communion can come forward and do so without condition or qualification. 

Please note that we provide a non-alcoholic option (white) for those who do not want 
to partake of the communion wine (red). We also have gluten-free wafers available for 
those who need them. Simply let Pr. Mallory and the communion assistants know that 
you need something different when they come to you.                   
If anyone wishes to come forward and receive a blessing instead of communion 
elements, you are welcome to come forward to the communion rails with your arms 
crossed over your chest in the shape of an “X” instead.  

If mobility concerns make it difficult to come forward for communion, you can alert 
the ushers, and they will let Pr. Mallory know to come to you.  

**  REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION 
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center 
ourselves on Christ and ponder the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we 
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect 
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our 
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day. 

**  TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s 
grace.  Amen. 

**  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        Assisting Minister 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share 
your love freely, as you have shared with us.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  Amen. 
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**  SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.  
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending. 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word 
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us 
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

**  BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always.  Amen. 

**  SENDING SONG        

“Everlasting God” 
(Verse) 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord, 
We will wait upon the Lord, 
We will wait upon the Lord. 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord, 
We will wait upon the Lord, 
We will wait upon the Lord 
Our God, You pp forever, 

Our Hope, our strong Deliverer. 

(Chorus) 
You are the everlasting God, 

The everlasting God. 
You do not faint, 

You won't grow weary. 
You're the defender of the weak. 

You comfort those in need. 
You lift us up on wings like eagles. 
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(Verse) 
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord, 

We will wait upon the Lord, 
We will wait upon the Lord. 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord, 
We will wait upon the Lord, 
We will wait upon the Lord 
Our God, You reign forever, 

Our Hope, our strong Deliverer. 

(Final Chorus) 
You are the everlasting God, 

The everlasting God. 
You do not faint, 

You won't grow weary. 
You're the defender of the weak. 

You comfort those in need. 
You lift us up on wings like eagles. 

Our God, You reign forever, 
Our Hope, our strong Deliverer. 

You are the everlasting God, 
The everlasting God. 

You do not faint, 
You won't grow weary. 

You're the defender of the weak. 
You comfort those in need. 

You lift us up on wings like eagles.

**  DISMISSAL             Assisting Minister 
Heaven has come near.  Go, share the good news! 
Created, saved and gifted by god, 
we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ.  Hallelujah, thanks be to God! 

**  POSTLUDE 
                                            ______________________________ 

“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two 
Make a commitment not only to worship each week, 

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation 
and seek out a way to serve our community. 

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
Bartholomew, Apostle 

Monday, August 24, 2026 
Mentioned as one of Jesus' disciples in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 

Bartholomew's name is replaced in John's gospel by Nathanael, leading many 
to believe that the two are different names for the same person. Little is known 

about his work, though some traditions place him later in India or Armenia. 

Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, died 430 
Friday, August 28, 2026 

Augustine was one of the greatest theologians of the Western church. A native 
of North Africa, he recovered from a debauched young adulthood through the 

influence of his mother, Monica, and Bishop Ambrose of Milan. Besides 
writing influential theological books, he served as bishop of Hippo, in present-

day Algeria. 

Moses the Black, monk, martyr, died around 400 
Friday, August 28, 2026 

Converted from life as a thief and a robber to Christianity, Moses was an 
Ethiopian who became a desert monk at Skete. The change in his heart and 
life had a profound impact on his native country. He was murdered when 

Berber bandits attacked his monastery.
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