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INTRODUCTION

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of
God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time
of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for
their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast
love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther
wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars.

Discomfort: Sign of Grace?

Poor Jonah. The guy never could get comfortable. He was uncomfortable with his
God-given call to preach to Nineveh; he was uncomfortable in the arms of the sailors
as they hoisted him over the boat’s edge and tossed him into the sea; he was
uncomfortable as the ocean’s raging waves flung him about like flotsam; he was—
undoubtedly—uncomfortable in the fish’s belly; and he was uncomfortable and
downright angry with God’s mercy on the people of Nineveh. Jonah had a hard time
getting comfortable with himself, and, even more so, Jonah was uneasy embracing the
wideness of God’s grace.

The same can be said about the laborers in Jesus’ parable here in Matthew 20. The
laborers who came in the early morning hours grumbled against the landowner
because they were paid the same as others who started later and worked fewer hours.
These laborers are ill-at-ease with the landowner’s choice “to give to this last the same
as | give to you” (Matt. 20:14). Like Jonah, they are uncomfortable with the unchecked
mercy offered by the landowner/God. God doesn’t play by our rules, and that can be
very discomforting for us all.

Our discomfort with grace manifests itself in all sorts of ways. It can be discomforting
for us to engage the poor and the outcast of our society. It can be discomforting for us
to welcome immigrants into our communities. It can be discomforting to address the
pervasive racism that still surrounds us. And it can be very discomforting for us to open
our lives to the transforming power of the cross of Christ, whereby “the last will be first,
and the first will be last” (Matt. 20:16).

Could it be that the more uncomfortable we become with the reckless love of God, the
closer we are to understanding the meaning of grace?

** indicates to stand as you are able.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Mallory Morris

** THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

We give you thanks, holy and gracious God,

for you created the waters of the earth:

wide oceans, rushing streams, clear lakes, mighty rivers.

You led your people through the sea and called them to life in covenant with you.
Your Son was baptized in the river Jordan to begin his mission among us.

You pour out your Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth.

Through this water remind us of the gift of baptism.

Renew us in your promise so that we may serve this world in all its need;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Almighty God,

who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit
and forgives us all our sins,

strengthen us in all goodness

and by the power of the Holy Spirit

keep us in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



** GATHERING HYMN

“I Know That My Redeemer Lives”
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** GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, snd the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

** KYRIE
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** CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Refrain
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** PRAYER OF THE DAY Assisting Minister
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and
train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen

** PASSING OF THE PEACE



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture-reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING Jonah 3:10—4:11
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare
the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a
worm to destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that
challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a
bush, but shouldn't | be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites?

A reading from Jonah, the third and fourth chapters.

When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring
upon them, and he did not do it.

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord
and said, “O Lord! Is not this what | said while | was still in my own country? That is
why | fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for | knew that you are a gracious and merciful
God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. And
now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.”
And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city
and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in
the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over
his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush.
But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush,
so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun
beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He
said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said,
“Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush,
for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night
and perished in a night. And should | not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city,
in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not
know their right hand from their left and also many animals?”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 145: “l Will Praise Your Name”
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VERSE 1
| will give you glory, my God above, and | will bless your name forever.
Every day, | will bless and praise your name forever.

VERSE 2
The Lord is full of grace and mercy, who is kind and slow to anger.
God is good in every way, and full of compassion.

VERSE 3

Let all your works give you thanks, O Lord,

And let all the faithful bless you.

Let them speak of your might, O Lord, the glory of your kingdom.

VERSE 4

The Lord is faithful in word and deed,

And always near; God’s name is holy.

Lifting up all those who fall, God raises up the lowly.

SECOND READING Philippians 1:21-30
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome
of his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the
Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.

A reading from Philippians, the first chapter.

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If | am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me, yet | cannot say which | will choose. | am hard pressed between
the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, but to remain
in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will
remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that, by my
presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether | come
and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are standing firm
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in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel and in no
way frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction
but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the
privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, since you are
having the same struggle that you saw | had and now hear that I still have.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING Matthew 15:10-28

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that
God rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went
out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the
laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and he said to
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right” So they
went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same.
And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to
them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has
hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay,
beginning with the last and then going to the first” When those hired about five
o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. Now when the first came, they
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. And
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the
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burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am
doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to
you and go; | choose to give to this last the same as | give to you. Am | not allowed to

do what | choose with what belongs to me?

Or are you envious because | am

generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH MESSAGE
MESSAGE

** HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Mallory Morris

“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy"
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THE BAFPTISM OF
ETHAN DAVID BENNETT

PRESENTATION

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through
the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death
and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission
for the life of the world.

Ethen’s parents present their child to be baptized:
We present Ethan David for baptism.

Addressing the parents, the Presiding Minister asks:
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have
your child baptized into Christ?

Parents:
We do.

Presiding Minister:
As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:
to live with him among God's faithful people,
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten
Commandments,
place in his hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture him in faith and prayer,
so that your child may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.

Presiding Minister:
Do you promise to help your son grow in the Christian faith and life?

Parents:
We do.

12
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Addressing the sponsors, the Presiding Minister asks:

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this family in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in
communion with the church?

Sponsors:
We do.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly:

People of God, do you promise to support Ethan and pray for him in his new life in
Christ?

We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
The assembly stands.

| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response:

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the
sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in
you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed
in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.
Sustain Ethan with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the
spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.

WELCOME

Let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God

and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.
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** PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Assisting Minister
Reminded of God'’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that
God hears us.

A brief silence.

Each petition concludes:
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

GATHERING OF THE GIFTS

OFFERTORY “The Love of God”
by Frederick Martin Lehman & Meir Ben Isaac Nehorai
arr. Bart Millard, Nathan Cochran et al.

The love of God is greater far

Than tongue or pen can ever tell,

It goes beyond the highest star

And reaches to the lowest hell;

The guilty pair bowed down with care,
God gave his Son to win:

His erring child he reconciled

And pardoned from his sin.

Could we with ink the ocean fill,

And were the skies of parchment made,
Were every stalk on earth a quill

And every man a scribe by trade,

To write the love of God above

Would drain the ocean dry,

Nor could the scroll contain the whole
Though stretched from sky to sky.

Hallelujah!

Oh, love of God, how rich and pure!
How measureless and strong!

It shall forever-more endure

The saints’ and angels’ song.
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OFFERING PRAYER Assisting Minister
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings
are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and
our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

** GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is  right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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** THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth.
You rescued your covenant people, led them on all their journeys,
and taught them by the prophets.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Christ has died. Christ is ris - en. Christ will come a - gain.
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Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal,
and make us one in this community of faith
and with your people throughout the world.

Glory and praise to you, O God,
Author of life,

Word made flesh,

Power of the Most High,

now and forever.
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A - men, a - men, a - men.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
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For those communing at home or in the pew:
COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence
The body of Christ given for you.

The blood of Christ shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.

Communion Statement ~ We believe that the communion table is not Pr. Mallory’s
table, Good Shepherd Lutheran’s table, or even the ELCA’s table. This is God'’s table.
And because this is God’s table, we believe that anyone who wishes to receive
communion can come forward and do so without condition or qualification.

Please note that we provide a non-alcoholic option (white) for those who do not want
to partake of the communion wine (red). We also have gluten-free wafers available for
those who need them. Simply let Pr. Mallory and the communion assistants know that
you need something different when they come to you.

If anyone wishes to come forward and receive a blessing instead of communion
elements, you are welcome to come forward to the communion rails with your arms
crossed over your chest in the shape of an “X” instead.

If mobility concerns make it difficult to come forward for communion, you can alert
the ushers, and they will let Pr. Mallory know to come to you.

REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION

As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center
ourselves on Christ and ponder the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day.
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LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN "What Wondrous Love Is This?"
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1 What won-drous love 1s this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, TI'll sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down,when [ was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
when from death I'm free, [I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free,
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that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who 1S the great |1 AM, while mil - lions join the theme, [ will
I'll  sing God’s love for me, and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing
0
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid  a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, [ will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, [ will sing.
on, I'll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I’'ll sing on.

** TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God'’s
grace. Amen.

** PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Assisting Minister
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant
life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living
signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name
we pray. Amen.
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** SENDING OF COMMUNION
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending.

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

** BLESSING
The God of love
draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace
+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

** SENDING HYMN
“Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)”

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers)
Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me.
| once was lost, but now I'm found;
Was blind, but now | see.

(Verse 2 - All)
'"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed.
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** DISMISSAL

(Refrain - All)

My chains are gone, I've been set free.
My God, my Savior has ransomed me,
And like a flood his mercy rains,
Unending love, amazing grace.

(Verse 3 - All)
The Lord has promised good to me.
His word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

(Refrain - All)

My chains are gone, I've been set free.
My God, my Savior has ransomed me,
And like a flood his mercy rains,
Unending love, amazing grace.

(Verse 4 - Music Ministers)
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,
The sun forbear to shine,
But God who called me here below
Will be forever mine,
Will be forever mine.
You are forever mine.

(Refrain - All)

My chains are gone, I've been set free.
My God, my Savior has ransomed me,
And like a flood his mercy rains,
Unending love, amazing grace.

My chains are gone, I've been set free.
My God, my Savior has ransomed me,
And like a flood his mercy rains,
Unending love, amazing grace.

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Created, saved and gifted by god,
we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ. Hallelujah, thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

23

Assisting Minister



“W + 2” = WORSHIP PLUS TwoO

MAKE A COMMITMENT NOT ONLY TO WORSHIP EACH WEEK,
BUT ALSO TRY TO FIND A WAY TO SERVE IN THE CONGREGATION
AND SEEK OUT A WAY TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, died 1996 (TFF)
Sunday, September 20, 2026
A native of Ohio, Trout served parishes in several parts of the United States
before being elected bishop of the South Pacific District of the American
Lutheran Church, the first African American Lutheran to serve in such a
capacity.

Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
Monday, September 21, 2026
Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman
government. Tax collectors were frequently despised for dishonesty and for
assisting the occupiers. Jesus nevertheless showed love for them, and chose
Matthew to be a disciple.
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