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INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of
Israel, the prophets” mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks
of God'’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin.
Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we
may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.

Jesus, Cornerstone of Our Faith

God has showered humanity with gifts and blessings, but humanity continues to abuse
those gifts. We have been entrusted with a creation to care for, and in our
shortsightedness we abuse and pollute the earth, even bringing about the extinction of
entire species. We have been given the ability to create so many wonderful things, and
even this gift we abuse as we gather and keep as much as we can for ourselves.

This is nothing new. Even in the days of Isaiah it was clear the people turned away from
God’s gifts. God expected righteousness and justice. Instead the people responded with
bloodshed and suffering, turning away from God.

Even if you can think of all the ways you have not turned from God and all the ways you
have been faithful, it does no good. As Paul reminds us in the reading from Philippians,
“Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ” (Phil.
3:7). Even all of Paul’s good and faithful acts add up to nothing. For Paul, and for us, all
that matters is Jesus.

As Christ himself reminds us, he is our rock, our cornerstone. Jesus is the foundation for
our faith and the foundation for our lives. Even as we turn from Jesus, even as we reject
Jesus, he returns to us with love and forgiveness. This is the grace of God, the love of God
coming into our world and into our lives. To our joy we discover the open arms of Jesus
on the cross, bringing life into this world even where there is death; bringing hope where
there is despair; and bringing resurrection to all creation.

** indicates to stand as you are able.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Mallory Morris

CONFESSION
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

FORGIVENESS

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.



** GATHERING HYMN "Gather Us In" (ELW 532)
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** GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, snd the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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** CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY Assisting Minister
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of
your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help
us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture-reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING Isaiah 5:1-7
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God
and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s
loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “rotten grapes” of injustice
and distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.

A reading from lIsaiah, the fifth chapter.

| will sing for my beloved

my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard

on a very fertile hill.

He dug it and cleared it of stones

and planted it with choice vines;

he built a watchtower in the midst of it
and hewed out a wine vat in it;

he expected it to yield grapes,

but it yielded rotten grapes.

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem

and people of Judah,

judge between me

and my vineyard.

What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it?

When | expected it to yield grapes,

why did it yield rotten grapes?

And now | will tell you

what | will do to my vineyard.
| will remove its hedge,

and it shall be devoured;



| will break down its wall,

and it shall be trampled down.

I will make it a wasteland;

it shall not be pruned or hoed,

and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
| will also command the clouds

that they rain no rain upon it.

For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts
is the house of Israel,

and the people of Judah

are his cherished garden;

he expected justice

but saw bloodshed;

righteousness

but heard a cry!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 80:7-15
Look down from heaven, O God; behold and tend this vine. (Ps. 80:14, 15)

Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
You have brought a vine out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and planted it.
You cleared the ground for it;

it took root and filled the land.
The mountains were covered by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
You stretched out its tendrils to the sea

and its branches to the river.

Why have you broken down its wall,

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
Turn now, O God of hosts,

look down from heaven;

behold and tend this vine;

preserve what your right hand has planted.



SECOND READING Philippians 3:4b-14
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in
comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ.
The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal,
eternal life with Christ.

A reading from Philippians, the third chapter.

[Paul writes:] If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more:
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More
than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard
them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his
death, if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but | press on
to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. Brothers and sisters, | do not
consider that | have laid hold of it, but one thing | have laid hold of: forgetting what
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward the goal,
toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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** GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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** GOSPEL READING Matthew 21:33-46
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that
their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:]“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he
leased it to tenants and went away. When the harvest time had come, he sent his
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat
one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first,
and they treated them in the same way. Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They
will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This
is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw
him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a
miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the
produce at the harvest time.”

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord’s doing,

and it is amazing in our eyes’?
“Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces its fruits. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to
pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”
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When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because
they regarded him as a prophet.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor Mallory Morris

** HYMN OF THE DAY
“Cornerstone”

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers / All)
My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
| dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly trust in Jesus’ name.

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly trust in Jesus’ name.

(Refrain - All)
Christ alone. Cornerstone.
Weak made strong in the Savior's love.
Through the storm, he is Lord, Lord of all.

(Verse 2 - All)
When darkness seems to hide his face,
I rest on his unchanging grace.
In every high and stormy gale,
My anchor holds within the veil.

(Refrain - All)
Christ alone. Cornerstone.
Weak made strong in the Savior's love.
Through the storm, he is Lord, Lord of all.
He is Lord, Lord of all.

12
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Christ alone. Cornerstone.
Weak made strong in the Savior's love.
Through the storm, he is Lord, Lord of all.

(Verse 3 - All)

When he shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh may I then in him be found,
Dressed in his righteousness alone,
Faultless stand before the throne.

APOSTLES” CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Assisting Minister
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

A brief silence.

Each petition concludes:
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.Amen.

13



GATHERING OF THE GIFTS

OFFERTORY

| love you, Lord,

And | lift my voice

To worship you,

Oh, my soul, rejoice!

Take joy, my King,

In what you hear:

May it be a sweet, sweet sound
In your ear.

OFFERING PRAYER
God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always. Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

** GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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** THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth.
You rescued your covenant people, led them on all their journeys,
and taught them by the prophets.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
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for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Christ has died. Christ is ris - en. Christ will come a - gain.

Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal,
and make us one in this community of faith
and with your people throughout the world.

Glory and praise to you, O God,
Author of life,

Word made flesh,

Power of the Most High,

now and forever. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
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For those communing at home or in the pew:
COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence
The body of Christ given for you.

The blood of Christ shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.

Communion Statement ~ We believe that the communion table is not Pr. Mallory’s
table, Good Shepherd Lutheran’s table, or even the ELCA’s table. This is God'’s table.
And because this is God’s table, we believe that anyone who wishes to receive
communion can come forward and do so without condition or qualification.

Please note that we provide a non-alcoholic option (white) for those who do not want
to partake of the communion wine (red). We also have gluten-free wafers available for
those who need them. Simply let Pr. Mallory and the communion assistants know that
you need something different when they come to you.

If anyone wishes to come forward and receive a blessing instead of communion
elements, you are welcome to come forward to the communion rails with your arms
crossed over your chest in the shape of an “X” instead.

If mobility concerns make it difficult to come forward for communion, you can alert
the ushers, and they will let Pr. Mallory know to come to you.

REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION

As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center
ourselves on Christ and ponder the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day.
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COMMUNION HYMN "Amazing Love" (W&P 8)
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** TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s
grace. Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Assisting Minister
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant
life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living
signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name
we pray. Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending.

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace

% bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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** SENDING HYMN
“The Wonderful Cross”

(Verse 1)

When | survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain | count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride.

(Verse 2)
See from his head, his hands, his feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down;
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

(Refrain)
O the wonderful cross,
O the wonderful cross
Bids me come and die and find
That | may truly live.
O the wonderful cross,
O the wonderful cross!
All who gather here by grace
Draw near and bless your name.

(Verse 3)

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an offering far too small;
Love — so amazing, so divine —
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

(Refrain)
O the wonderful cross,
O the wonderful cross
Bids me come and die and find
That | may truly live.
O the wonderful cross,
O the wonderful cross!
All who gather here by grace
Draw near and bless your name.
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** DISMISSAL Assisting Minister

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.

Created, saved and gifted by god,
we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ. Hallelujah, thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

“W + 2” = WORSHIP PLUS TwoO

MAKE A COMMITMENT NOT ONLY TO WORSHIP EACH WEEK,
BUT ALSO TRY TO FIND A WAY TO SERVE IN THE CONGREGATION
AND SEEK OUT A WAY TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY.

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church, died 1226
Sunday, October 4, 2026
Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his inheritance to
serve poor people. He formed the Order of Friars Minor (called Franciscans),
who took on poverty and the task of preaching "using words if necessary."
Francis had a spirit of gratitude for all of God's creation.

Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society, died 1864
Sunday, October 4, 2026
Fliedner helped to bring about a revival of the ministry of deaconesses among
Lutherans. He was influenced in this by Moravian deaconesses he had met.
The motherhouse he founded in Kaiserswerth, Germany, inspired many
around the world to take up this ministry.

William Tyndale, translator, martyr, died 1536
Tuesday, October 6, 2026
Tyndale was ordained a priest in England, and wished to translate the Bible
into English. He was opposed in this by King Henry VIII, causing him to flee to
Germany. He completed the New Testament in 1525, but before he could
finish the Old Testament, he was tried for heresy and burned at the stake.

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, pastor in North America, died 1787
Wednesday, October 7, 2026
Divided Lutherans in America asked leaders in Europe to send someone who
could take charge and unite their work. Muhlenberg was sent, and was
effective in organizing the American Lutherans. Among other
accomplishments, his liturgical principles became the basis for the Common
Service of 1888.

Massie L. Kennard, renewer of the church, died 1986 (TFF)
Saturday, October 10, 2026
A native of Chicago, Kennard was a major figure in supporting and working toward
ethnic and racial inclusiveness in the former Lutheran Church in America. Ordained in
1958, he served in positions including Director for Minority Concerns of the Division for
Mission in North America.
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