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INTRODUCTION 
Since the seventh century, September 1 has symbolized the day of the creation of the 
world in the Byzantine tradition and has been the opening feast of its liturgical year 
(known as the Feast of the Indiction), in parallel with Rosh Hashanah marking the Jewish 
New Year. Creation in Christ celebrates the ongoing creation of the world in and through 
Christ, who sustains, unites, and holds all created things. We hear today of the triune God 
who creates all things: sun and moon, shining stars, sea monsters, creeping things and 
flying birds—and, yes, even human beings. God-in-Christ still takes care of all things and 
invites us to join in as caretakers of God's good creation. 

“Every Sunday as a Feast of Creation” 
from JOINING THE COSMIC CHOIR by Benjamin Stewart 

In one of the earliest accounts of Christian worship from outside the Bible, Justin Martyr 
(died c. 165) summarized the reason Christians come together on Sunday for worship. 
His reference to the resurrection is secondary, coming after he evocatively describes 
Sunday as marking the beginning of creation: “We hold this meeting together on the day 
of the sun since it is the first day, on which day God, having transformed darkness and 
matter, made the world. On the same day Jesus Christ our savior rose from the dead” 
(First Apology, 67). For Justin, the first reason to worship weekly on Sunday is to give 
thanks for God’s creation. His assertion helps us put into perspective any efforts toward a 
once-per-year festival of creation. Yet, planning for a  yearly  festival of this sort may 
helpfully remind us that our weekly Sunday gatherings are also feasts of creation. Many 
of the liturgical practices and themes we might explore in an annual festival can deepen 
our weekly gatherings too. Moreover, we might newly notice the profound creation 
themes that orient our two festival cycles, Christmas and Easter. The seasons themselves 
are anchored by ecological and cosmic cycles, with Christmas originally synchronized 
with the solstice, and Easter’s date determined by a sequence of ecological and cosmic 
occurrences: springtime in Jerusalem, equinox, full moon, sunset on Saturday marking 
the beginning of Easter Sunday. The church’s pattern of daily prayer, too, is traditionally a 
way to align ourselves liturgically with the cardinal moments of each day, especially 
around sunrise, solar noon, sunset, and night. 

________________________________ 
**  indicates to stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

**  PRELUDE            “Abundant Life” 
text by Ruth C. Duck 

LA GRANGE by Marty Haugen  

We cannot own the sunlit sky: the moon, the wildflowers growing, 
For we are part of all that is within life’s river flowing. 
With open hands, receive and share the gifts of God’s creation, 
That all may have abundant life in every earthly nation. 

When bodies shiver in the night and, weary, wait for morning, 
When children have no bread but tears, and war-horns sound their warning, 
God calls humanity to wake, to join in common labor,  
That all may have abundant life in oneness with their neighbor. 

God calls humanity to join as partners in creating  
A future free from want or fear, life’s goodness celebrating. 
That new world beckons from afar, invites our shared endeavor, 
That all may have abundant life and peace endure forever. 

**  WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS         Pastor Mallory Morris 

**  CONFESSION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing 
upon the earth.  Amen. 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own 
hearts.  Creation groans from overuse.  Jealousy and bitterness strain our 
relationships.  Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.  Divisions disrupt your call 
to show genuine love to others.  Turn our hearts back to you.  Restore our world and 
reconcile us to one another.  Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way 
of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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**  FORGIVENESS 
Hear this good news:  We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there 
is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.  Receive 
freely this healing gift of grace. Amen. 

**  GATHERING HYMN                     “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 
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**  GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, snd the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

**  KYRIE             Assisting Minister 
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**  CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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**  PRAYER OF THE DAY         Assisting Minister   
O God, in whom we live and move and have our being, in Christ you created the 
worlds, and your Spirit breathes life into the universe. We praise you for your 
wondrous creation. Bless us and all your handiwork with your infinite light, and 
direct our lives to the care of this good earth, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

**  PASSING OF THE PEACE 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture-reading, preaching and song. 

**  FIRST READING                Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-
giving Spirit form the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is 
good and then rests on the seventh day. 

A reading from Genesis, the first and second chapters. 

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the earth was complete chaos, 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God 
saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. 
 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate 
the waters from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that 
were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God 
called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, 
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the 
waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was 
good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit 
trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth 
brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind 
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the third day. 
 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from 
the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let 
them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God 
made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule 
the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth,  to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good.  And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fourth day. 
 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds 
fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters 
and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and 
every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, 
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply 
on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
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 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made 
the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything 
that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.” 
 So God created humans in his image, 
 in the image of God he created them; 
 male and female he created them. 
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 
and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air 
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given 
you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with 
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.  God saw 
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. On the sixth 
day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from 
all the work that he had done.  So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 
because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 
 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM                      Psalm 148 
God’s splendor is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13) 

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
 praise God in the heights. 
Praise the Lord, all you angels; 
 sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
Praise the Lord, sun and moon; 
 sing praise, all you shining stars. 
Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, 
 and you waters above the heavens. 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
 who commanded, and they were created, 
who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
 giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
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Praise the Lord from the earth, 
 you sea monsters and all deeps; 
fire and hail, snow and fog, 
 tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
mountains and all hills, 
   fruit trees and all cedars; 
wild beasts and all cattle, 
   creeping things and flying birds; 
sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 
   princes and all rulers of the world; 
young men and maidens, 
   old and young together.  
Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
   whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 
   the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah! 

SECOND READING               Acts 17:22a, 24-28 
In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know 
nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” 
whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world 
with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead. 

A reading from Acts, the seventeenth chapter. 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “The God who made the world 
and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by human hands,  nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one 
ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of 
their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they 
would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though 
indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have 
our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, 
 ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

11



**  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

**  GOSPEL READING                   John 1:1-5 
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all 
things were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the 
world. 

The holy gospel according to John, the first chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
He was in the beginning with God.   All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being  in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overtake it. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.   

YOUTH MESSAGE 

**  MESSAGE             Pastor Mallory Morris 

**  HYMN OF THE DAY     “How Great Is Our God” with “How Great Thou Art” 

(Verse 1 - All) 
The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty; 
Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice. 

He wraps himself in light, and darkness tries to hide, 
And trembles at his voice, and trembles at his voice. 

(Refrain - All) 
How great is our God!  Sing with me: How great is our God! 

And all will see how great, how great is our God! 
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(Verse 2 - All) 
And age to age he stands, and time is in his hands; 

Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End. 
The Godhead, three in one: Father, Spirit, Son, 
The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb. 

(Refrain - All) 
How great is our God!  Sing with me: How great is our God! 

And all will see how great, how great is our God! 

(How Great Thou Art, Verse 1 - All) 
O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder  
Consider all the works thy hands hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed; 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

How great thou art! How great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

How great thou art! How great thou art! 

(How Great Thou Art, Verse 2 - All) 
But when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing 

He bled and died to take away my sin; 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

How great thou art! How great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

How great thou art! How great thou art! 

(Music Ministers/All) 
Name above all names, worthy of all praise. 
My heart will sing: How great is our God! 

Name above all names, worthy of all praise. 
My heart will sing: How great is our God! 

(Refrain - All) 
How great is our God!  Sing with me: How great is our God! 

And all will see how great, how great is our God! 
How great is our God!  Sing with me: How great is our God! 

And all will see how great, how great is our God! 
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**  APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

**  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION        Assisting Minister 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that 
God hears us. 

A brief silence. 

After each petition concludes: 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else 
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

GATHERING OF THE GIFTS 

OFFERTORY             “Will the Circle Be Unbroken?” by Tony Alonso 
Angie Seltzer, soprano 

Mark Shoemaker, baritone 
Chancel Choir 

Will the circle be unbroken?  Will the power of death prevail? 
Will the voices seeking justice be rejected and grow frail? 
Will revenge replace forgiveness?  Will our pride replace God’s peace? 
Will the innocents be victims and the violence increase? 
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Will the words our God has spoken be revised or be ignored? 
Will the love that made and formed us be rejected for the sword? 
Will the God who cries, “Forgiveness is the only way to peace,” 
Be blocked out by cries of anger?  Will the fighting ever cease? 

Here, the body blessed and broken, and the blood of Christ outpoured 
Is the only food of freedom for the servants of the Lord. 
Here, the stories shared at table call us all to peaceful ways: 
Show us Christ in all creation, show us love’s the only way. 

The choir emerges throughout this prayer, calling out to God in Spanish: 
 “Ten piedad, Señor,” which, translated, means “Have mercy, Lord.” 

OFFERING PRAYER          Assisting Minister 
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.  All blessings 
are from you; make us generous with what we have.  Use our gifts, our abilities, and 
our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.  Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

**  GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

**  THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
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**  LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

**  INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

**  For those communing at home or in the pew: 
**  COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence 

The body of Christ given for you. 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Each person may respond: Amen. 

Communion Statement ~ We believe that the communion table is not Pr. Mallory’s 
table, Good Shepherd Lutheran’s table, or even the ELCA’s table. This is God’s table. 
And because this is God’s table, we believe that anyone who wishes to receive 
communion can come forward and do so without condition or qualification. 

Please note that we provide a non-alcoholic option (white) for those who do not want 
to partake of the communion wine (red). We also have gluten-free wafers available for 
those who need them. Simply let Pr. Mallory and the communion assistants know that 
you need something different when they come to you.      

If anyone wishes to come forward and receive a blessing instead of communion 
elements, you are welcome to come forward to the communion rails with your arms 
crossed over your chest in the shape of an “X” instead.  

If mobility concerns make it difficult to come forward for communion, you can alert 
the ushers, and they will let Pr. Mallory know to come to you.  

**  REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION 
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center 
ourselves on Christ and ponder the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we 
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect 
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our 
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day. 
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**  LAMB OF GOD 
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**  COMMUNION HYMN                “Beautiful Savior” 
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**  TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s 
grace.  Amen. 

**  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        Assisting Minister 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant 
life.  By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.  Make us living 
signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name 
we pray.  Amen. 

**  SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.  
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending. 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word 
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us 
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

**  BLESSING 
The God of love 
draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

The God of hope 
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit.  Amen. 

The God of grace 
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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**  SENDING SONG                “The River Is Here” 

(Verse 1) 
Down the mountain the river flows 

And it brings refreshing wherever it goes. 
Through the valleys and over the fields, 
The river is rushing and the river is here. 

(Refrain) 
The river of God sets our feet a-dancing, 

The river of God fills our hearts with cheer. 
The river of God fills our mouths with laughter, 

And we rejoice for the river is here. 

(Verse 2) 
The river of God is teeming with life, 
And all who touch it can be revived. 

And those who linger on this river’s shore 
Will come back thirsting for more of the Lord. 

(Refrain) 
The river of God sets our feet a-dancing, 

The river of God fills our hearts with cheer. 
The river of God fills our mouths with laughter, 

And we rejoice for the river is here. 

(Verse 3) 
Up to the mountain we love to go 
To find the presence of the Lord. 

Along the banks of the river we run, 
We dance with laughter giving praise to the Son. 

(Refrain) 
The river of God sets our feet a-dancing, 

The river of God fills our hearts with cheer. 
The river of God fills our mouths with laughter, 

And we rejoice for the river is here, 
Yes, we rejoice for the river is here. 

**  DISMISSAL 
Go out in joy.  Be led forth in peace. 
Created, saved and gifted by God,  
we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ.  Hallelujah, thanks be to God! 
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“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two 
Make a commitment not only to worship each week, 

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation 
and seek out a way to serve our community. 

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD 

__________________________________________________ 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654 

Wednesday, September 9, 2026 
Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in present-day 
Colombia. His ministry was focused on the enslaved people who arrived there. He gave 
them food and medicine, learned their dialects, and taught them Christianity. 
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