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INTRODUCTION 
In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. 
When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to 
him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate 
allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we 
offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world. 

What’s in Your Wallet? Not Enough. 
Say the word stewardship in some congregations and people are protectively guarding 
their wallets faster than you can say “pledge card”! Unfortunately, too often we associate 
stewardship exclusively with issues of money. The good news is that God wants our 
whole lives, wallets and all! Nevertheless, this week is prime time for stewardship 
campaigns in congregations across North America. Today’s gospel provides an ideal time 
to reflect on stewardship of all sorts—time, talent, and financial treasures. 
The Pharisees approach Jesus in a thinly veiled attempt to trap him on issues of financial 
obligations to the Roman government. Their question of Jesus, simplified to the extreme, 
is, “Who gets your wallet?” If Jesus answered one way, he would be guilty of treason. If 
he answered the other way, he would have been considered guilty of heresy in the eyes of 
the religious leaders. Jesus responds by issuing a challenge of his own: “Give .  .  . to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21). 
This statement challenges us to ponder: If God created the world and everything in it, 
doesn’t everything belong to God? God wants a whole lot more than just your wallet. 
God wants your life, wallet and all! 

_______________________________ 
** indicates to stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

**  PRELUDE         

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                 Pastor Mallory Morris 

**  CONFESSION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. Amen. 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

**  FORGIVENESS 
Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.  Amen. 
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**  GATHERING HYMN                       "Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!" (ELW 413) 
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**  GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, snd the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

**  KYRIE 
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**  CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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**  PRAYER OF THE DAY         Assisting Minister 
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your 
image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you 
what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

**  PASSING OF THE PEACE 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture-reading, preaching and song. 

**  FIRST READING                                 Isaiah 45:1-7 
The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has 
anointed to end Israel’s exile. The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will 
recognize this Lord as the only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; 
the Lord claims sovereignty over both light and darkness. 

A reading from Isaiah, the forty-fifth chapter. 

 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
  whose right hand I have grasped 
 to subdue nations before him 
  and to strip kings of their robes, 
 to open doors before him— 
  and the gates shall not be closed: 
 I will go before you 
  and level the mountains; 
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
  and cut through the bars of iron; 
 I will give you the treasures of darkness 
  and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, 
  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
 For the sake of my servant Jacob 
  and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name; 
  I give you a title, though you do not know me. 
 I am the Lord, and there is no other; 
  besides me there is no god. 
  I arm you, though you do not know me, 

8



 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
  I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
 I form light and create darkness, 
  I make weal and create woe; 
  I the Lord do all these things. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM              Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] 
Ascribe to the Lord honor and power. (Ps. 96:7) 

 Sing to the Lord a new song; 
 sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
 Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord; 
 proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
 Declare God’s glory among the nations 
 and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, 
 more to be feared than all gods. 
 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
 but you, O Lord, have made the heavens. 
 Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
 power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples, 
 ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lord.  
 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
 tremble before the Lord, all the earth. 
Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! 
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples 
with equity.” 
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O Lord, 
 for you come to judge the earth. 
 You will judge the world with righteousness 
 and the peoples with your truth.  
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SECOND READING                 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and 
reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their 
commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian 
communities. 

A reading from First Thessalonians, the first chapter. 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  
  Grace to you and peace. 

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of 
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and 
sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel 
came to you not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for 
your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution 
you received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example 
to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded 
forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God 
has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For they report about 
us what kind of welcome we had among you and how you turned to God from idols 
to serve a living and true God and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

**  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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**  GOSPEL READING                Matthew 22:15-22 
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that 
their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to 
no one, for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”  But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are 
you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And 
they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose 
title?” They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard this, 
they were amazed, and they left him and went away. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

YOUTH MESSAGE 

MESSAGE              Pastor Mallory Morris 
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**  HYMN OF THE DAY                                      "Take My Life, That I May Be" (ELW 685)      
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**  APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by power of the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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**  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION           Assisting Minister 
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the 
world. 

A brief silence. 

Each petition concludes: 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in 
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.Amen. 

GATHERING OF THE GIFTS 

OFFERTORY                                                                                   

OFFERING PRAYER          Assisting Minister 
God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. Amen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

**  GREAT THANKSGIVING 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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**  THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE      
Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. 
You rescued your covenant people, led them on all their journeys, 
and taught them by the prophets. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
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for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, 
and make us one in this community of faith 
and with your people throughout the world. 

Glory and praise to you, O God, 
Author of life, 
Word made flesh, 
Power of the Most High, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

**  LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

**  INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
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**  For those communing at home or in the pew: 
**  COMMUNION — Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence 

The body of Christ given for you. 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Each person may respond: Amen. 

Communion Statement ~ We believe that the communion table is not Pr. Mallory’s 
table, Good Shepherd Lutheran’s table, or even the ELCA’s table. This is God’s table. 
And because this is God’s table, we believe that anyone who wishes to receive 
communion can come forward and do so without condition or qualification. 

Please note that we provide a non-alcoholic option (white) for those who do not want 
to partake of the communion wine (red). We also have gluten-free wafers available for 
those who need them. Simply let Pr. Mallory and the communion assistants know that 
you need something different when they come to you.      

If anyone wishes to come forward and receive a blessing instead of communion 
elements, you are welcome to come forward to the communion rails with your arms 
crossed over your chest in the shape of an “X” instead.  

If mobility concerns make it difficult to come forward for communion, you can alert 
the ushers, and they will let Pr. Mallory know to come to you.  

**  REFLECTION DURING COMMUNION 
As we prepare to receive the sacrament today, may we quietly take this time to center 
ourselves on Christ and ponder the amazing gifts of grace and forgiveness that we 
have been given. As we receive the body and the blood of our Lord, let us reflect 
upon His sacrifice. Finally, may we take this time to ask the Holy Spirit to enter our 
hearts, and then to work in us and through us each and every day. 
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**  LAMB OF GOD 
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  COMMUNION HYMN                     "Glory and Praise to Our God" (W&P 43) 
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**  TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and always keep you in God’s 
grace.  Amen. 

**  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        Assisting Minister 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant 
life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living 
signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name 
we pray.  Amen. 

**  SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent.  
The presiding minister may lead this prayer of sending. 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word 
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us 
all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

**  BLESSING 
The God of love 
draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope 
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of grace 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

**  SENDING HYMN     
“Rising” 

  
(Music Ministers) 

From the rising of the sun ’til the sun goes down, 
Let the name of the Lord be praised; 

From the rising of the sun ’til the sun goes down, 
Let the name of the Lord be praised. 

(Verse 1 - Music Ministers) 
We’ve gathered to worship, 

Becoming a choir to sing your praise; 
Lifting our voices, 

Joining our hearts in this house today, 
People of God, 

In the power of God, 
For the kingdom of God, we sing: 

(Refrain - All) 
From the rising of the sun ’til the sun goes down, 

Let the name of the Lord be praised; 
From the rising of the sun ’til the sun goes down, 

Let the name of the Lord be praised; 
From the sky to the depths, 
From the east to the west, 

We give you praise. 
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(Verse 2 - All) 
We’re gathered to go out 

To cities and towns; We’ll take your name 
Into the nations, 

Shining your light in the darkest place; 
People of God, 

In the power of God, 
For the kingdom of God we live! 

(Refrain - All / Music Ministers) 
From the rising of the sun ’til the sun goes down, 

Let the name of the Lord be praised; 
From the rising of the sun ’til the sun goes down, 

Let the name of the Lord be praised; 
From the sky to the depths, 
From the east to the west, 

We give you praise.  We give you praise. 

Instrumental 

From the rising of the sun ’til the sun goes down, 
Let the name of the Lord be praised; 

From the rising of the sun ’til the sun goes down, 
Let the name of the Lord be praised; 

From the sky to the depths, 
From the east to the west, 

We give you praise.  We give you praise. 
Lord, we give you praise;  We give you praise. 

From the rising of the sun ‘til the sun goes down, 
Let the name of the Lord be praised!

**  DISMISSAL             Assisting Minister 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Created, saved and gifted by god, 
we seek, serve and share Jesus Christ.  Hallelujah, thanks be to God! 

**  POSTLUDE

________________________
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“W + 2” = Worship Plus Two 
Make a commitment not only to worship each week, 

but also try to find a way to serve in the congregation 
and seek out a way to serve our community. 

YOU ARE NOW ENTERING THE MISSION FIELD 

________________________
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
Luke, Evangelist 

Sunday, October 18, 2026 
Identified as the author of both Luke and Acts, Luke was careful to place the 
events of Jesus' life in their social and religious contexts. His gospel gives us 
some of the most beloved parables, as well as the songs of Zechariah, Mary, 

the angels, and Simeon. 

James of Jerusalem, martyr, died around 62 
Friday, October 23, 2026 

One of three early-church leaders named James, this man is identified in the 
New Testament and by a historian of the time as a brother of Jesus. Scholars 
are uncertain whether this means a blood brother. He was a leader of the 

church in Jerusalem.
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	SENDING

